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Latvian chairmanship of HELCOM, 2002-2004

Latvia has since 1 july 2002 chairmanship for HELCOM, and chairmanship for BALTIC 21 the coming two years. 

These very important positions gives Latvia a chance to have considerable impact on the environmental policies of the Baltic Sea Region. 

CCB, environmental NGOs of the Baltic Region, has strong expectations on Latvia for the coming period, to have strong ambitions and to push environmental protection and sustainable development in the Baltic Region forward. 

CBSS has the tradition the each country, for its 1-year chairmanship period, present a declaration on its ambition, what tasks they will focus on and what they would like to reach, during its chairmanship-period.

CCB would like to see such position declaration from the Latvian government for its 2-year chairmanship, 2002 – 2004, on the international cooperation for the Baltic Sea environment. Such position paper would raise the credibility for Latvia, as an important driving force for environment protection and sustainable development in the Baltic Region. 

Latvia may present important tasks to focus on during such period.

CCB would very much like to see that Latvia is willing to take on some of the important tasks, mentioned below, as its focus the coming 2-year period.

· Development of a HELCOM strategy to combat eutrophication – nutrient discharges – from small- and medium-sized municipalities and single family-homes. Such sources represent a considerable load of nutrients to the Baltic Sea, and must be an component in a strategy to combat eutrophication.

· Strong protection of Baltic coastal land- and sea areas.                                                                               

Baltic coastal areas are threatened and there is an on-going explotation of such land- and sea-areas in all Baltic Sea Region countries. HELCOM adopted a couple of years ago a recommendation on Coastal Strip Protection. The implementation of this recommendation is unclear.   Latvia may focus on a strong implementation on this recommendation, e.g. by initiating a study on the implementation of the HELCOM recommendation in the Baltic Sea Region.

( Preparation of the whole Baltic Sea Area as a ”Particulary Sensisitive Area” within MARPOL. Such status can initiate stronger requirement on Baltic shipping connected to oil-spillage, sub-standard ships etc. Latvia may negotiate a common position for all Baltic Region countries, to apply for such status with MARPOL.

( Initiating proposals for development of Baltic Sea Sustainable Fisheries, e.g. through development of sustainable coastal fisheries with environmentally friendly fishing gear.(See also CCB paper on Proposals for HELCOM Priorities , May 2002).

( Hydro-electric power and dams – new threats to the Baltic Sea environment.  (See propsals in CCB paper on Proposals for HELCOM Priorities , May 2002). 

