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The urgent seven for the Baltic Sea

The Baltic Sea is under high pressure. Nearly thirty years after signing the Helsinki Convention for the Protection of the Baltic Sea the situation is still alarming. The Coalition Clean Baltic, an international network of 27 environmental NGOs around the Baltic Sea calls for urgent actions to be taken as soon as possible in order to maintain and improve the state of the Baltic Sea environment:

1. CCB urges the governments around the Baltic Sea to apply to the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) for granting the Baltic Sea the status of Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) and at the same time propose strict regulations for the IMO, including the phase-out of single-hull tankers by the year 2005 and the introduction of compulsory pilotage for ships navigating in areas of the Baltic Sea, where accidents are more likely to happen like e.g. the Gulf of Finland and the T-route. It is necessary to organise maritime traffic regulation similarly to aviation control in order to avoid potentially dangerous situations. The present accident of the freight ship "Fu Sanh Hai" shows dramatically the urgent need of these demands.

2. CCB consider oil extraction projects in the Baltic Sea as environmentally, economically and socially dangerous, and call for a moratorium on oil extraction in the Baltic Sea. The development of the D-6 Oilfield near the “Curonian Spit National Park” by the LUKOIL-company has to be stopped immediately.
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3. Existing international agreements and national legislation provide a good basis for environmental protection and nature conservation in the Baltic Sea Area. But they all lack implementation. In particular CCB urges the Baltic Sea States to follow their own Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region from 1998, the Baltic 21 and establish proper control mechanisms over the implementation of this programme. The Baltic 21 has to be reinforced by setting up a time schedule, budget line and target values for selected indicators for the agreed sector-specific and cross-sector actions. All sectoral Ministers have to ensure adequate high-level input to push sustainable development forward within their sectors of Baltic 21.

4.Fisheries: CCB supports the recommendations of the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) for the Baltic Sea.. In particular CCB calls for a restoration of salmon stocks, a ban of driftnets and a moratorium for the Cod fishery until its stocks have recovered. 
5. Large bottom areas of the Baltic Sea have black, dead bottoms without oxygen, caused by too high nutrient load to the Baltic Sea. There is an urgent need to introduce sustainable agriculture and  to combat eutrophication - nutrient discharges- from small- and medium-sized municipalities and single family-homes, because such sources represent a considerable load of nutrients to the Baltic Sea. 

6. Dumped chemical weapons on the bottom of the Baltic Sea represent a permanent risk to Baltic Sea environment. There condition has be monitored carefully and their immediate salvage has to be started as soon as any poisoning of the water is to be expected. 
7. Furthermore it is essential to ensure the application of proper high standard Environmental Impact Assessments, including the implementation of provisions of Espoo Convention (1991) in all Baltic Sea States. Harmful installations like the planned aluminium factory near Sosnovy Bor (South shore of the Golf of Finland, Russia), financed by the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and to be fuelled by the Tschernobyl-Typ reactors of the Leningrad Nuclear Power Plant have to be prevented.
You can order more printed info on CCB and our activities, by sending a fax or an e-mail to the CCB International Secretariat in Uppsala, Sweden: Fax +46-18-71 11 75 ; secretariat@ccb.se or gunnar.noren@ccb.se
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Responsible for this information:
Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland (Friends of the Earth Germany), 
German member organisation of CCB; www.bund.net


