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NEW THREATS TO THE BALTIC SEA ENVIRONMENT – HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER AND DAMS

CONCLUSION FROM THE CCB-SEMINAR ON RIVER PROTECTION AND THREATS FROM PLANNED CONSTRUCTIONS OF NEW HYDRO-POWER AND DAMS, in Riga, Latvia, 8 December 2001

CCB has observed during the last years, growing threats from planned dam constructions and construction of small hydropower plants in many river systems in many countries in the Baltic Sea drainage basin. Constructions of hydopower plants is usually seen as very good investments for sustainable energy systems. Hydro-power is a renewable energy resource, that don't give much contribution to air pollutions, climate change etc. But constructions of hydro-power plants usually have adverse impact on river eco-systems and destroy its biodiversity.

Such constructions imply a threat to important river ecosystems and endagered species, such as naturally spawning Baltic salmon and Brown trout populations, and other organisms.

Today there is a deficiency of pristine river ecosystems in the Baltic Sea Region. Most river ecosystems are influenced by human activities. Biological valuable and pristine river ecosystems must be secured.

Examples are e.g. the planned construction of a cascade of dams in the Vistula River, Poland, Which totally would destroy the ecosystems of Free-flowing River. Vistula River represents one of the very few still free-flowing European rivers, with great values for nature conservation and environment protection, from a Pan-European perspective.

In Latvia a subsidies program has started, wich gives double price for each kWh during 8 years, that can be delivered to the electrical energy net in Latvia. This program has promoted many new projects for reconstruction of old dams and construction of new dams for hydropower production. These activities threaten important river ecosystems, including wild fish popluations, such as wild Baltic salmon and other salmonids.

Development of the small-scale hydro power plants is rapidly increasing in Lithuania. 

Most of these power plants are designed or constructed without proper Environment Impact Assessement and without construction of functional fish-ways. Important rivers for migrating of fish, like e.g. wild Baltic salmon, are threatened by these activities, including other important biodiversity values.

In Sweden a number of new exploitations are planned along the whole Sweden, from south to north, which e.g. will threaten planned Natura 2000 objects and other very important river ecosystems for nature conservation.

The on-going activities can threaten important river eco-systems in the Baltic Sea Region. There is a need to consider the situation on the international Baltic Region level, and take actions in a pro-active way to avoid non-reversible losses of important representative river ecosystems for the future. These matters of concern should be addressed by the Baltic intergovernmental bodies such as HELCOM and the BALTIC 21.

Proposals for actions, to be taken on international ande national level in the Baltic Sea Region:

1. Exploitations and constructions for dams and hydropower in Baltic rivers should not be allowed before a strategy based on national inventory and evaluation of all national river ecosystems, from a nature conservation and sustainable fisheries point of view, including  a list of river systems especially important for nature conservation. Certain river ecosystems of great importance must be set aside for nature conservation, where constructions not will be allowed.

2. All Baltic Region countries must implement the EC Water Framework Directive (WFD), so a Good Ecological Waterstatus will be reached. This should included requirements on demands for 

· no construction in water, that may stop important natural fish migrations

· a certain lowest allowable water flow from possible dams, that will secure the biodiversity of the river ecosystem down- and up-streams such constructions.

3. HELCOM should develop a new Recommendation that will secure the nature values and biodiversity of Baltic Sea Region river ecosystems.

4. The BALTIC 21 process should included programs in their acitivities that will secure the nature values and biodiversity of Baltic Sea Region river ecosystems.

5. A Baltic Regional program should be established to evaluate potential for reconstruction of Baltic river systems with existing dam constructions, through removal of existing dams to restore rivers of special importance for nature conservation and recreational fisheries.

The proposals 1-5 should also be considered in relation to the implementation of EU Habitat directive on national level in the Baltic Sea Region.

CCB proposal to HELCOM 23

HELCOM should, without delay

· Prepare a Comprehensive Report – Red list of river ecosystems in the Baltic Sea drainage basin (like the Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings no. 75 – Red list of Marine and Coastal Biotopes and  Biotope Complexes of the Baltic Sea, Belt Sea and Kattegat).

· Develop a HELCOM Recommendation for protection of important and valuable River ecosystems in the Baltic catchment.

· Ask HELCOM contracting parties to develop National strategies for protection of valuable river ecosystems.
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