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HELCOM Seminar of 5 March 2002 “Measures aimed at the prevention of pollution from agriculture in the Baltic Sea Region”

CCB’s views on the development of Sustainable Agriculture practices in the Baltic Sea Region

Environmental Non Governmental Organisations (NGOs), associated in Coalition Clean Baltic wish to make the following statement to the HELCOM Seminar of 5 March 2002.

Already in 1987, the environmental ministers representing the countries of the Baltic Sea Region agreed on a reduction of nutrient discharges with 50%, a goal that should have been reached in 1995. Today, the level of ambition has been lowered to a goal for reduction of 30% to be reached before 2010! 

The levels of nutrient loads of today are almost as high as those ten years ago, although considerable efforts have been made to reduce them. This fact is confirmed by the report “Environment of the Baltic Sea Area 1994-1998” (HELCOM, 2001). Most nutrients are transported by the rivers and derive from point sources and diffuse leakage from farmland within their catchment areas. Approximately 50% of the anthropogenic nitrogen loads originate from agriculture activities.

Why has the plan of 1987 failed?

To reach the set goals requires an essential change of agricultural practices and this change has not yet been made. The only reasonable and cost-effective solution is to apply a more environment-friendly model of agriculture, which in practical terms means developing a great part of the agricultural production towards a use of more environment-friendly methods, such as Organic Farming methods, and minimising intensive farming.

Facing this fact, the CCB members encourage the Governments of the Countries of the Baltic Region to develop policy tools that support the development of an Ecological Recycling Agriculture, e.g. Organic Farming practices, when formulating National Agricultural Policies and giving proposals for EU’s Agricultural Policies.

Such farming methods would contribute to the reduction of nitrogen leakage by:

· Balancing farmland area and number of livestock through criteria for on farm produced fodder 

· Reducing excessive access to nitrogen in plant production to about of 70% of demands

· Encouraging variation in crop rotation, including great shares of perennial crops,  which constitute effective green-cover during the winter

· Providing a strong incentive for efficient use of manure

The Accession Countries must develop national policies and programmes for the development of a non-intensive and organic agriculture as a part of the accession process, and at least initially this process must be supported by the EU funds (SAPARD fund).

It is not possible to reduce nutrient loads to the Baltic Sea without radical changes of the agriculture policies in the Baltic Region. It is necessary to realize that the development of an intensive, specialised farming, which allows great import and export of nutrients to and from individual farms (non-balanced farms in relation to nutrient load), is the structure that creates the problems with nutrient leakage from agriculture today. An Ecological Recycling Agriculture must be developed.

We also want to call attention to that the application of Ecological Recycling Agriculture, such as Organic Farming, in the countries of the Baltic Region, complies with the general goals of CAP, since it

· minimises overproduction

· markedly improves food quality 

· supports protection of values represented by rural areas such as: landscape, biodiversity and cultural heritage

· leads to more sustainable jobs for the rural population

· minimises the use of pesticides and thereby decreases pollution from agriculture in terms of toxic substances 
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