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The Institute of Meteorology and Water Management—Office of Local Government Collaboration, together with the Regional Water Management Board in Krakow, has begun execution of a program to test public participation in the implementation of the Water Framework Directive in Poland. A program concerning water management planning in the upper Vistula catchment area (southeastern Poland) is being realized in Zywiec County. It is planned that representatives of local government, inhabitants and local interest groups will be included in the public participation process. The first stage, being executed during the period from June to July 2005, was begun by conducting surveys addressed to representatives of local government and inhabitants, as well as to elementary- and secondary-school students.
The aim of the surveys being conducted among inhabitants is to obtain information concerning perceptions of local environmental problems, in particular problems concerning water: causes and sources of hazards, influence of various types of users (households, agriculture, industry, tourism, etc.) on the quality and usage of river water; as well as to assess which of the problems is most urgently in need of a solution.

The survey prepared for elementary- and secondary-school students, on the other hand, is of educational character—its aim is to assess usage of water in everyday life, and to make young people and their parents aware of how much water they use in their household. The survey results will represent a basis for preparation of an informational brochure concerning important problems of water management and the Water Framework Directive for inhabitants and other water users, as well as for elaboration of an educational program which is planned for execution in schools. These educational and informational actions have the aim of raising the local community’s awareness level in the area of the possibility of contributing to improvement in the condition of the water in their area, as well as of providing information concerning new challenges associated with implementation of the Water Framework Directive.

The aim of the survey addressed to representatives of local government is to examine problems concerning the environment and water, as well as experiences in the area of public participation in solution of local problems (stakeholders, methods of participation, advantages and disadvantages). The survey will also be helpful in identifying local interest groups with which other forms of public participation will be tested in Fall 2005.

At that time, workshops will take place whose main aim will be to present and discuss a preliminary identification of major water management problems, based on the Report concerning major water management problems in the Upper Vistula pilot catchment area, prepared by the Regional Water Management Board, as well as to present proposed solutions to these problems. The workshops will also represent a forum for the transmission of information to the public concerning the aims and stages of implementation of the Water Framework Directive.

The Report concerning major water management problems in the Upper Vistula pilot catchment area will be made available to the public for consultation in the form of a synthetic document. Opinions, comments and proposals concerning the Report will be gathered with the aid of a special questionnaire during local meetings with interest groups, on the Regional Water Management Board web page, and the document will also be available in public places within the pilot area. Comments and suggestions gathered via the questionnaire will be analyzed and described. Also prepared will be a report on the special workshops concerning identification of local water management problems and solutions in this area. The final Report concerning major water management problems in the Upper Vistula pilot catchment area will be prepared in the first quarter of 2006 and supplemented on the basis of the information gathered in the public consultation process.

Practical experiences associated with the testing of various techniques for public participation in water management planning will serve Institute of Meteorology and Water Management in preparation of guidelines concerning effective methods of public participation at different planning levels, in particular regional and local.

