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Here are some news from the Finnish and international EIA process for the planned gas pipeline from Russia to Germany, based on a seminar organised by Finnish Institute of Marine Research in Helsinki.

Background

A 1200 km long gas pipeline is planned to be built across the Baltic Sea, from Portovaya bay near Viborg to Greifswalder Bodden along the German coast. The line will transport 55 billion cubic metres of gas per year, which is calculated to cover 25 % of the additional gas demand in EU. 
 
Two separate lines are planned with one compressor or service point (not yet decided) half way, outside Fårö, Sweden. The lines are 1220 mm in diameter and one part is 12 m long. The pipeline will be covered approx. 15-30 % (in the Finnish part, other part of the Baltic?).

The project will cost approx. 5 billion euros.

Partners and countries involved

A company named Nord Stream is responsible for the project. Nord Stream is owned by Gazprom (Russia), BASF AG (Germany) and E.ON AG (Germany). Ramboll A/S Denmark is the consultant company responsible for the international EIA and in Finland their Finnish branch is responsible for the Finnish EIA.

Since this is a project with impacts on several countries the Espoo convention will be adopted. The Espoo convention says that one country can participate in the EIA process in another country. Because the pipeline will go through Finnish, Swedish and Danish economics zones and Russian and German territorial waters all these countries will conduct their own EIA’s. According to Espoo convention these countries and other affected countries, in this case Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland can comment on these EIA’s. The international document can be found at www.nord-stream.ru “Project Information Document”
This is the biggest project for the Espoo convention and will be difficult to coordinate. Finnish authorities hope that Russia will be as open in their EIA as Finland is, even though Russia has not ratified the Espoo convention. 

Timetable

At the moment the national and the international screening and scoping process (correct wording?) is open for comments. Deadline in Finland and all other countries (?) is 26 Jan 2007. These comments are compiled by the national contact authority (in Finland Uudenmaan ympäristökeskus). Comment from other countries can be sent to the Ministry of Environment in Finland. The Finnish comments to other countries can be sent together with the national comments to the contact authority.
Based on the comments the EIA study will be made in Feb to July 2007, which is an extremely tight timetable. The EIA study will be open for comment in early autumn 2007. The comments will be compiled, again by the same authority, by the end of 2007. The EIA will then be sent in Finland to Länsi Suomen ympäristölupavirasto (Environmental Permit Authorities).

Nord Stream plans to start in 2008. The first line is planned to be ready in 2010, the second in 2012.
Environmental effects of the project - comments from scientists
The largest environmental impacts will probably be during construction. As the sea floor is not flat some work will be needed to make a “road” for the pipeline. The environmental impact depends largely on how much dredging, blasting and removing of rocks will need to be done. The big difference between really soft bottoms quickly changing to rocky bottoms will be demanding for the construction. Another physical problem might be the quick pulses of stronger currents on the bottom and the ice cover during winter for the beginning and ending of the pipe and the service station.
In the Gulf of Finland there are a lot of chemicals buried in the sediment (also in other parts of the Baltic Sea), specially cadmium, mercury, led, TBT and DDT. It is estimated that thousands of tons of cadmium and hundreds of tons of mercury will come out from the sediment per kilometre pipeline. Of course there are a lot of uncertainties connected to these kinds if estimation, but it is still alarmingly high.
Of course the nutrient content is also very high, but none of the scientists where able to estimate the amount that could be released during construction. Though, some have talked of the final regime shift for the Baltic.
Another interesting fact is that several of governmental long term monitoring stations will be under the pipeline. It will be interesting to see how strong this argument will be. Open questions are also how this will affect fisheries and that effects the sound from the pipes in action will have.

More information can be found at: www.nord-stream.ru
