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CCB recommendations for limiting the eutrophication of the Baltic Sea from the agricultural run off

CCB the network of ….major national grass root environmental organisations is representing the total number of half a million members. Our main objective is to propose positive solutions for the protection of the Baltic Sea environment. Good ecological status of all waters in the region including both surface water bodies and the sea, is one of the three main policy directions of CCB.

Since the year … CCB member organisations have actively commented the EU Water Policies including the Water Framework Directive, Marine Strategy, and Baltic Sea Action Plan.

As about 50% of the nutrient load to the Baltic Sea originates from Agricultural activities, CCB is on the firm opinion, that the Baltic Region should start an active discussion on the EU CAP reform for changing the system of subsidies towards a more sustainable one. Today the new member states are forced to intensify their production schemes to be able to compete on the common market and the still existing extensive farming is decreasing. At the same time the old member states are  using national budgets for funding organic agriculture and moving towards extensive ways of production. 

He EU existing water protection legislation contains a lot of requirements for  preventing excess nutrients to fall into the water bodies, but unfortunately, these directives are not fully implemented and in parallel the producers could be motivated by a changed subsidizing system. 

Based on the conclusions of the recent CCB Water policy Seminar we propose the following 5 points to change the existing agriculture policy.

1. Bigger support to Organic Farming  (including bigger local processing and marketing subsidies for producers’ groups)

a.  only in farms with crops and animal s together

b. Manure from large farms is not a fertilizer (problems with weed seeds and other contaminants) 

2. Extra subsidies for voluntary measures for limiting the nutrient run off

a. Manure storages with bigger capacity

b. No spreading of fertilizers in autumn

c. Wider buffer zones

d. Balanced fertilization along water courses

e. Proper implementation of IPPC directive by large farms

f. National level stringent requirements on animal welfare etc. …

g. Limited number of AU per ha

h. Special premiums for stopping specialisation (Crops and cattle separately)

i. Best Agricultural Practices to be voluntary in new member states too

j. Compulsory sedimentation ponds and wetlands 

k. Balance between all essential nutrients, not only N and P

l. (see more in Lotta’s paper) 

3. Promotion of the modulation, especially for catchment areas and coastal zones  – Moving money from CAP pillar I to pillar II for rural development. Large intensive farms should mainly be financed from the Pillar I direct subsidies and pillar ii should be better used for medium and small scale farming.  

4. Industrial farming to be banned in areas of higher nature protection value, in nitrate vulnerable zones, etc. A special amount of the RDP budget should be earmarked for promoting small scale environmentally friendly farming in such areas. 

a. Better control on erosion, concentration and nutrient flows

b. Decentralised cattle farms and pig byres should be given an advantage to prevent the appearance of new point pollution sources. The difference in the construction costs for preferring several smaller farm houses to one big should be covered from the RDP investments part. 

5. Consumer awareness programmes and training for professional farmers. Direct  marketing of farm products to the consumer nets. 

CAP subsidies are the most powerful tool. More environmental requirements should be included in the core funding (Pillar I money).

Polish PKE is suggesting different proposals for the old and new memberstates. This can be discussed over the email. 

A lot of CAP II Pillar subsidies (Rural Development funds) are indirectly related to the promotion of extensive agriculture (although not mentioning the limiting of nutrient leakage) . For example the subsidies for the young farmers or the early retirement or producers groups.May be a list of such measures could be given in the annex of this policy paper. 

On national level it is important for every country to be independent from imported food, feedstuffs and fertilizers. Every country should be able to feed their population and farm animals on locally grown fodders and food products using as much locally produced energy as possible. Small scale and decentralized food production and processing is also strategically important in case of terrorism or war. 

Biofuels and GMOS are left out of this policy paper as these topics are less related to water pollution.   
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