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FOR PROTECTION OF THE BALTIC SEA ENVIRONMENT

Annex to the EU Questionnaire for the EU Marine strategy

CCB POSITIONS 

April 2005

ON THE DRAFT EUROPEAN MARINE STRATEGY

 Coalition Clean Baltic  (CCB) – an umbrella organization representing 26 national grass root level environmental organizations from 10 Baltic Sea countries, with half a million members – is very interested in making the European Marine Strategy and relevant Marine Framework Directive as  strong legal instruments as possible. We are using the opportunity of the internet consultation of the strategy to list some particular concerns related to the protection of the marine environment.

CCB has so far participated in the stakeholder process for the development of this document, at the meeting in Rotterdam in November 2004 and in Köge in December 2002. During the recent years, we have tried to support the various EU water Policies especially  Water Framework Directive,   with our activities according to the competence of our members.

We approve all the listed specific objectives of the integrated management of human activities, in order to protect and restore the function and structure of marine ecosystems and maintain their good environmental status. Control over the use of marine services and goods and phasing out of the pollution are of very high priority in this respect. 

The other specific objectives, that should be highlighted in addition are:

· Eco-system based objectives for Baltic Sea fisheries management;

· Objectives for the natural distribution of fish species, e g cod, in the Baltic Sea marine ecosystem;

· Objectives for conservation and to safeguard the genetic variability of wild Baltic salmon (connection to the Habitat directive and the objectives for “good favourable status for Atlantic salmon”);

· Taxing NOx and SO2 emissions in the Baltic Sea.

· setting new limit value for sulphur-content in fuel oil for ships in the Baltic Sea (0,5% instead of 1,5 %)

CCB  approves the use of ecosystem based Marine Regions and the  regional approach for developing the Implementation plans that is taking into account the diversity of the marine environment.  

But the limits for the Eco-regions for Baltic Sea and North Sea should be consulted with stakeholders, before a decisions will be made. The Kattegatt area can naturally be seen as an estuary for the Baltic Sea, implying its natural connection to the Baltic Sea eco-region.

None of the elements in the implementation plans, listed in the Questionnaire for public consultation could be considered less important than the others. 

Baltic Sea is a good example of a Marine Eco-regions extending beyond the boundaries of the EU where for example the safety measures for oil transportation vessels are not equally met by different partners. The current structure - HELCOM could be used for developing the implementation plans but some changes should be brought to their current practices:

· The advise from scientific experts (ICES) should be better taken into account when deciding upon fishing qoutas (TACs)   

· HELCOM Hot Spots should be reviewed. For example Liepajas Metalurgs in Latvia should be included as a new hot spot.  The real treatment capacities of the larger wastewater treatment facilities in the BSR should be checked. 

· CCB has produced an alternative map of Hot Spots. See www.ccb.se 

New structures to be envisaged is e g the EU Baltic Sea Regional Advisory Council for fisheries.

As for monitoring and assessment , all listed elements – identification of indicators, data aggregation, unifying methods of analyses and monitoring as well as adaptation of existing programmes are equally important. 

Ideas for better monitoring should be considered, e g with installations of online monitoring centers in different spots in the Baltic Sea, as already applied for e g  pulp industries water discharges, for monitoring phosphate, nitrate and oxygen concentrations at different depths of the sea, checking the largest point pollution sources and modelling the results. The 7th framework programme could include such a topic for research. The methodology by Heidelberg University for surface monitoring from the Space could be  extended for monitoring  SO2 and NOx  emissions. 

Timeframe suggested in the Questionnaire seems OK. 

Additional comments, opinions and views on the draft stategy: 

As the objective of the current consultation is to elicit relevant opinions from stakeholders on the specific measures for inclusion into the thematic strategy, CCB would hereby add the following: 

· CCB supports  the position from WWF et al. from November 2004, that the existing EU sectoral policies having impact on the state of the marine environment , such as CAP, CFP, Transport Policy, chemicals policy, etc, must be enchanced by the strategy but at the same time it is equally important that these policies  should not undermine the protection of the environment of the European seas. Any contradictions emerging during the development of the Marine Strategy should be  recorded and subjected to public discussion.    

· Safeguarding regional marine conventions and full implementation of agreed measures by all national governments. System of punishments for violating the agreements.

· In areas beyond the jurisdiction of EU, joint agreements and management plans for transboundry waters must be developed between EU and respective neigbouring country. NGOs, like the CCB network, can contribute to the development of such plans. EU should apply a wide stakeholder consultation in development of transboundry water management plans.

· The need for integrated approach to marine governance can well be characterized by the “symbol” species for a clean Baltic Sea – the naturally spawing salmon, as both protection of the open sea as well as spawing places in rivers are equally important for its survival. 

· Spatial planning on coastal areas. Full application of Espoo Convention requirements for planned harbour and coastal infrastructure. 

· We encourage the EC for the continuing high degree of transparency in the development of the recent important legal tool.  

· Take account of Voluntary monitoring Coast watch and RiverWatch 

· participation in EIA and SEA processes

The specific concerns of CCB  and actions required in the protection of the Baltic Sea environment are: 

Biodiversity decline and habitat protection

Depletion of fish populatations

Studies on fish populations quality and quantity on the wellbeing of the fish.

Limitation of damaging fishing gear like bottom trawling etc.

Establishing temporary bans on e g cod fisheries, to safeguard the agreed Spawning Stock Biomass

Improving the inspection capacities checking fishing activities and catches of e g juvenile populations. 

Integrative measure – Limit construction of small hydro energy  development in rivers  with mighratory fish, e g wild Baltic salmon.

Hazardous substances

Environmental toxins, e g dioxins, cadmium, PCBs

Ecolabelling on fish 
Banning of phosphate detergents in the washing detergents

Eutrophication

Fighting eutrophication is an “integrative” measure. Land based diffuse sources contribute with approximate  70% of N&P load to the Baltic Sea . 

One of the biggest hazards has been and is the industrial livestock farming, eg new pig-farms in Poland (Smithfoods), and Lithuania (Danish developer).

Modernising infrastructure (housing, slurry and manure storage facilities , also avoiding atmospheric emissions of ammonia from animal production;

More efficient manure application techniques.

Reducing industrial farming to sustainable levels in sensitive areas

Maintaining extensive farming systems

More efficient use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides;

Creation of multispecies buffer zones for protecting water courses 

Creation of constructed wetlands as sustainable pollution control structures,

Haymaking in floodplains

Integrative measure - Good solutions for water management in the rivers running to the sea are important- eg. promotion of eco-engineering in waste water treatment. 

Chronic oil pollution

Deliberate oil spills and accidents- national oil funds 

Double hull tankers are not enough- double navigation systems and  mandatory pilotage in PSSA are also needed;

Moratorium on the extraction of oil in the open sea

Development and implemention of the Pollter Pays principle.

Contamination with radionuclides

Ban on shipment of spent nuclear fuel and radioactive wastes via waterways.

Find solutions to reduce environmental risks for hazardous storage of spent nuclear fuel, e g in Sosnovy Bor, St Petersburg region

Phase out of nuclear power in the Baltic Sea region 

Health and environment

The weakening of the Bathing Water Directive as well as the Ground Water Directive must not happen!

Drinking water resourses in rural areas should be protected from contamination with leakage of nutrients and pesticides. 

Maritime transport

Compulsory pilotage in international straits and environmentally sensitive areas of the Baltic Sea PSSA, and for all navigation lines within territorial waters for vessels transporting oil-products, chemicals, gas an other dangerous goods.

Introducing proper Vessel Traffic Monitoring  and information system

Comprehensive study on investigating the economic and environmental feasibility of routes, especially the alternatives to current maritime route  for transportation of crude oil through sensitive Baltic Sea Area.

Additional sources of info


CCB Yearbook 2002 - Hot Spots

CCB Yearbook 2003 Harmful installations

ECO Vision of the Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region (May 1998) 

www.ccb.se
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Gunnar Noren, 

Executive Secretary of CCB
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