[image: image1.wmf]FOR PROTECTION OF THE BALTIC SEA ENVIRONMENT


4th SEMINAR ON 

WORKING UNDER THE EU  WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE 

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

Dear CCB member organisations!

During the three previous CCB WFD seminars we exchanged our national  experiences of NGO work in CCB priority areas, that are closely connected to EU Water Framework Directive (water education, small hydropower and salmon issues, sustainable agriculture and ecotechonological wastewater treatment). This year the plans a a bit different- the aim is to listen to various experts, who would give popular overview presentations on their work. As the practical experiences show, the public consultations related to River Basin Management Planning have been mainly attended by representatives of local governments and some water companies, while grassroot NGOs and local activists are not enough prepared to participate. This is why CCB has prepared a special guiding document for such a target group – and we will try to practice some of the questions listed there on the invited experts. There will be a lot of Estonian specialists speaking this time but we have also invited some people from other CCB countries, plus, to make things more interesting, from  Ireland and Belgium (not confirmed yet). In case you want to propose interesting case studies/speakers from your country, you are most welcome and there will be slots found for them in the programme.

The fourth seminar is planned to be held on 16 and 17 December, from noon to noon in Tallinn Reval ExpressHotel, in Sadama Street 1. 

http://www.revalhotels.ee/eng/expresshotel/?

The draft Agenda is the following:

Friday, December 16 , starting at 14.00  

Introduction of the programme and participants

News about Public Participation in River Basin Management Planning in 2005 (Examples from different countries)

a) Public consultations in Harju River basin in Estonia  by Anne Kivinukk, REC Estonia.

b) NGO involvement in Lielupe by BEF Latvian, Kristine Veidemane, BEF Latvia (tbc)

... (more propsals welcome from member countries

c) CCB CHECKLIST FOR GOOD WATER MANAGEMENT

Break 

Different ongoing subtopics and some upcoming issues in RBMP in 2007

a) Heavily Modified Waterbodies - Peeter Marksoo, LIFE Viru Peipsi project (compiler or relevant guideline in Estonia (cases from other countries welcome)

b) Competent authorities - introduction and ideas for development by Rene Reisner, Ministry of Enviroinment Water Department
c) Competent authorities - case study from Ireland  by Sinead O'Brian, SWAN, Itreland (tbc)

d) About the classification of coastal waters - Heidi Käär, Ministry of Environment, member of relevant international working group.

e) Case study on economic analyses of water usage in Flandria - by Wim van Gils, Flandria (tbc)

Discussion- practicing the CCB Checklist and asking questions related to CCB Priority areas, connected to the river basins, that are represented with experts.  

Saturday, December 17

Salmon/Hydropower issues 

(To be filled in by Nina Ljungquist and other SNF experts, sas agreed on the last board meeting)

Break 

EU Marine Strategy and ongoing international research projects on the Baltic Sea

a)  EU Marine Strategy: its principles and inclusion of the CCB proposals  (Maret Merisaar)

b) Interreg IIi B project BALANCE (started in june 2005, by Georg Martin, Estonian Marine Institute

c) WWF project on describing protected Marine areas, by Leena Rappu, WWF Estonia

d) LIFE project for the protection of marine areas, Kai Klein, BEF Estonia.

End of seminar 15.00 

This is the preliminary programm for the CCB colleagues to comment. Please give us a feedback during the next week whetether you can come or whom can you send as your organisations main contact for EU Water Policies’ issues.  As said above, additional ideas for interesting presentations are welcome. 

The second annoncement with more detailed agenda will be published on 

6 December. 

For those needing a visa, the tourist visa is suggested, to avoid the complicated invitation business, the more that thr Estonian Embassy in St. Peterburg is said to be overloaded all the time.  Otherwise, please inform me ASAP, what kind of help you need, especially people from Kaliningrad who had  some special conditions with the visa invitation. The invitation letters  will be arranged by the Managing Director of EGM, Jaanus Välja (jaanus@roheline.ee). Kalinigrad people could check the possibility to come over St Peterburg, in case it makes visa arrangements easier. Byelorus and Ukraine people probably could come over Lithuania or Poland. Please also tell us your travel costs, so we can calculate the budget.   

Hope to see you in Tallinn  

Maret Merisaar, 

CCB Water Policy Officer 

