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The Baltic Coast in Germany

 Rather small catchment area

 Two federal states

 >2.350 km of coastline
Schleswig-Holstein 402 km
Mecklenburg-Vorp. 1.945 km

 Diverse geomorphology

 Several larger cities
(Kiel, Lübeck, Rostock)



The Baltic Coast in Germany
 Coastal strip under special protection

& protected sites network 

 Sophisticated planning regime safeguarding nature



Outstanding natural areas on the coast
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Port Olpenitz

Large projects endangering the coastal environment
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Large projects require large areas for compensation, 
but it‘s hard to find space on a densely populated coast

Marine impacts would require compensation in marine environment,
but we can‘t extend the Baltic



One year of construction activities on the MV coast ...

(... and only the projects where BUND was involved)



So: Where to act?



About everywhere, e.g. the Green Belt



About everywhere, e.g. the Green Belt
AND site-related

Rostocker Heide

Nord Stream pipeline



Marine spatial planning:
The way forward?!

 Germany largely neglects environmental
topics and needs

 But there are substantial chances



Conclusion for NGOs

More hot spots than an NGO can tackle ... 

 Even more smaller sites where action 
could be needed

 Select fields & sites of action wisely

 There‘s not only encroachments, 
but also „green“ hot spots and 
best practices that demand action



Thank you!

Part financed by the European Union (ERDF) within the BSRP programme and 
Norddeutsche Stiftung für Umwelt und Entwicklung 

Jörg Schmiedel
BUND (Friends of the Earth Germany) / CCB
joerg.schmiedel@bund.net


