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CCB-proposals on new HELCOM actions for better control of fertilization with manure from animal farms in the Baltic Sea Region, which contributes to euthrophication of the Baltic Sea 

CCB has submitted documents on Industrial farming in Poland and the Baltic Sea Region to HELCOM Commission meetings in 2004 and 2005.  

A new report on Industrial farming practices in Poland, and proposals for HELCOM actions, was also submitted to HELCOM 27.

CCB has raised the problem with nutrient leakages from animal farms, because it is quite obvious that the existing EU and national codes of Good Agricultural Practices, has so far not solved the problem with run-off from animal farms to the Baltic Sea. Such practices contributes to the eutrophication of the Baltic Sea, which leads to that this matter should be a Helcom concern.

Helcom LAND considered the request by Helcom 26/2005 to investigate the possibilities and need to develop a BAT description for smaller animal farms not covered by the IPPC Directive.

Helcom LAND stated that small-scale animal farms are covered by the codes of Good Agricultural Practices adopted in the countries.

Control of of fertilization of manure from animal farms is the key issue

The key issue to control is fertilization of manure from animal farms on farm-land.

The problem is that big animal farms have an excess of manure comparwed to the manure storage capacities. It is caused by the bad practice of keeping as much animals as it is possible not following conditions from building/operation permits.  Animal farms usually do not have any interest in using the manure for fertilization, in an environmentally friendly way.   Manure, despite it is not a waste, is often so treated by many animal farm owners, and they would like to find a non-expensive solution to get rid of the manure. The easiest and cheapest way is to spread as much manure as possible on farm-land belonging to the farms. But such practices lead to overfertilization and and large nutrient run-off to watercourses and groundwaters, what is also confirmed by our Polish member group Green Federation .   

CCB proposals to HELCOM 27

1. The Helsinki Commission should conduct a survey assessing the environmental conditions (incl. implementation of the IPPC directive on animal farms, adopted fertilization plans, relevant manure storage capacity) of big (more than 2000 pigs) and small- and medium-sized animal farms, aimed on evaluation of their contribution to the eutrophication of the Baltic Sea. 

2. The Helsinki Commission should revise the fulfillment of its recommendation 25/2 connected to animal farms, on reduction of emissions and discharges from industry by effective use of BAT,  and once again recommend Contracting parties to issue BAT requirements for industrial farms 
3 The Helsinki Commission should recommend Contracting parties to take measures for making fertilization plan the instrument of environmental protection

4 The Helsinki Commission should recommend that fertilization plans are considered by national authorities as public, environmental information in the Baltic Sea Region

5 The Helsinki Commission should recommend Best Available Technology for small and medium-scale pig rearing farms (less than 2000 places for pigs and 750 for sows), as they also constitute an important source of pollution from agriculture to the Baltic Sea. 

6  The Helsinki Commission should recommend Contracting parties to promote and developing recycling organic agriculture, as an important method limiting nutrients losses.
