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ECOLOGIST PROTEST AGAINST DANGEROUS PESTICIDES DISPOSAL PLACE

TODAY, July 29th international environmental camp "Clean Dvina – Clean
Baltic 2005" has started in the surroundings of Novopolotsk, Belarus
situated on Western Dvina river. Camp participants, activists of
environmental NGOs from different countries protest against
authorities' inertness towards place of pesticides' disposal and
undersign harmful impact of this disposal on the ecosystem of Westen
Dvina and Baltic Sea. Camp is organized as a part of Coalition Clean
Baltic joint efforts to protect Baltic Sea environment.

Participants of the "Clean Dvina – Clean Baltic 2005" camp represent
environmental NGOs from Belarus, Russia, Latvia, Ukraine and Greece.
Belarusian group "Foundation for realization of ideas" for several
years stress environmental authorities to organize complex independent
monitoring of Verhnedvinky disposal site condition. Also urgent
activities to raise public awareness concerning pesticides are
strongly needed. "Nowadays there is no single authority to care about
condition of disposal site, - says Eugeny Lobanov, co-chairman of
"Foundation for realization of ideas" group. – Not Ministry of
environment neither Ministry of agriculture aren't responsible for
site, local authorities are also out of the process. Plans for
finalization of pesticides' utilization and re-cultivation of its
territory are required urgently, but there are no".

Contamination of pesticides is being discussed lately as one of the
possible ways to deal with disposal site. Participants of the camp
insist upon impossibility of such method as extremely dangerous for
the environment and human health.

Two directions are most important within frames of camp activity –
educational and informational. Different seminars, trainings and
discussion will be organized for its participants; amongst covered
themes are chemical wastes management, water protection, chemical
safety and raising of NGO work effectiveness. Number of informational
actions will be conducted in villages around disposal site to attract
attention of local citizens and media to the problem of pesticides'
pollution. "During researches we made in 2004 we found out that local
inhabitants do not realize importance of the problems pesticides
produce and do not take into account during farming", - states Eugeny
Lobanov.

Round table that will be organized in Verhnodvinsk will take together
representatives of local authorities, industry and public to elaborate
possible ways for solving of the disposal site problem. Camp
participants will discuss plans for the future international
cooperation.

