To: Minister of nature resources and nature protection of the Republic of Belarus

Minister of environment of the Latvian Republic

Appeal

of the participants of the international environmental camp

“Clean Dvina – Clean Baltic 2005”

(and other supporting persons and organizations)

Honorable Ministers,

International environmental camp “Clean Dvina – Clean Baltic-2005” was carried out on July 29th-August 4th 2005 near the town Polotsk (Belarus), quite close to Latvian border, in several kilometers from river Western Dvina (Daugava on the Latvian territory) that falls into Baltic Sea. Camp was dedicated to the issue of pesticides’ disposal site situated near Verhnedvinsk. According to the official data, disposal site contains about 455 tons of different dangerous pesticides, including DDT. Local villagers say that actually amount of disposed pesticides is much bigger. 

On July 30th, camp participants have undertaken an expedition to the disposal site surroundings. Pesticides are buried on the overall territory of 5000 sq. meters. When site was created in 1982, necessary drainage system wasn’t created. In addition, several streams flow near very site, and upper waters are being caught by these streams. So far, according to the opinion of the camp participants, direct way for pesticides’ migration to local rivers Sarjanka and Turja exist. Downstreams, these rivers fall into Westerd Dvina river, going then down into the Baltic Sea.

Chemicals that were stored openly were covered with soil after protests from Latvian side claiming that Western Dvina waters are polluted with pesticides. This cover consists of thin layer of loamy soil that was taken from nearby site and do not fit norms and technical requirements for such constructions. Visual assessment of the site has shown that bordering signs and labels of alert are missing.

Also we stress your attention to the fact that poll of the local villagers that was organized in 6 villages that surround burial site (Sarya, Ustje, Sardyki, Gorbuli, Djagterevo, Mushino, Obuhovo) has shown that local public isn’t adequately informed about the condition of the Verhnedvinskoe disposal site. Those people, who know about it, don’t worry about treats and dangers that this site poses to human health and environment.

Participants of the international environmental camp “Clean Dvina – Clean Baltic-2005”, activists of the NGOs from Belarus, Latvia, Russia, Ukraine, Greece together with citizens of Verhnedvinsk town and other not indifferent persons express our strong concerns towards situation that exists nowadays around Verhnedvinskoe pesticides’ disposal site and treats and dangers that this site poses to human health and environment of Verhnedvinskij district and all basin of the Western Dvina (Daugava) and whole region of the Baltic Sea.

We, undersigned persons call for creation of the working group on national and international level. This group should be formed by representatives of Ministries of environment of Belarus and Latvia, local authorities and experts from Belarusian and Latvian NGOs. This working group tasks will be: complex assessment of the disposal site’ condition, elaboration of the appropriate ways to solve its problems and informing of all stakeholders and, in the first hand – local citizens. This work should result in action plan for urgent re-equipment of the Verhnedvinskoe pesticides’ burial site.
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