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1. BACKGROUND
Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB), a network of non-profit-making environmental grass-root non-governmental organisations , was established in 1990 and has since then been working to improve the environment in the Baltic Sea region.  

CCB is an umbrella network for 26 organisations in 9 countries bordering the Baltic Sea, including both West-European EU-countries and Central and East-European countries. CCB is an association working with environmental issues that connects nine European countries (Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Sweden) Eight of these countries are members of EU. 

With its 26 member organisations, together having  half a million members in all count​ries around the Baltic Sea, its drainage area approach, and its consistent work on a grass root level, Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) is a unique organisation. 

Established in 1990, it was the first Baltic-wide NGO network for the environment of the Baltic Sea Region. CCB was formed in response to a need for co-operation and co-ordination among the environmental NGOs in the Baltic Sea Region. In the CCB network, NGOs could join forces and exchange experience.

CCB network has the special task to influence and suggest solutions on environmental problems and sustainable development with a transboundary dimension for Europe, the restoration of the Baltic Sea environment. An important aspect to reach this goal is to support the efficient implementation of EU environmental policies in the Baltic Sea Region. CCB’s activities are primarily water-oriented, with the "river catchment approach" as an important component. 

CCB follows the policies and agreements decided upon by different intergovernmental actors, such as the European Community (EC), HELCOM, IBSFC and  the Baltic 21, watches if the Baltic Sea countries governments and authorities are follow these decisions. If  governments do not fulfil agreed decisions, CCB gives attention to the bad implementation of the policies and raises awareness among  different stake-holders like e.g. citizens, experts and decision-makers on the obstacles and possible ways for solutions. 

A common denominator for the CCB network is to look for the opportunities, to encourage a new and constructive thinking and to engage people to be part of the solutions instead of being part of the problems. As an international network organisation, CCB has the advantage of being able to work both at the international and national policy levels and with concrete field projects. 

One of the goals of the "CCB sustainable approach activities", e.g. in the Baltic 21-process, is to promote the integration of environmental considerations into the implementation of economic and sectorial policies and in the decision-making of public authorities, and to support public participation in this process. CCB urges that this integration is of special importance for the development of the CEE Baltic Region countries.

CCBs focus is on water-related issues, and many of the CCB Priority activities are related to water management in the Baltic Sea Region. 

1.1 MISSION OF CCB
The main goal of CCB is to preserve the unique nature of  the Baltic Sea and its coastal zones for future generations by protection of marine and coastal ecosystems, improving the environment in the Baltic catchment area, minimising actual and potential impacts inserted by activities undertaken and promoting a sustainable development in the Baltic catchment area.

1.2 FOUR WAYS TO REACH THE GOAL

CCB is a party-politically independent, non-profit organisation with the over​riding goal to promote the protection and improvement of the environment and natural resources of the Baltic Sea Area. CCB works mainly through means of

• lobbying, 

• information, environmental education and other activities to raise public awareness, 

• concrete co-operation projects in the field, 

• support to member organisations.

1.3 LOBBYING 

- CCB creates international public opinion for protection of natural resources and sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region, within and outside our region.

- CCB participates as a joint lobby organisation for the member organisations towards intergovernmental Baltic Sea organisations, such as the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the BALTIC 21 process, the Council of the Baltic Sea States(CBSS) and the International Baltic Sea Fisheries Commission (IBSFC) or other bodies on Baltic Sea Fisheries Management, as well as towards the European Union. 

- CCB lobbies on issues connected to CCB Priority Areas and also in general for protection of the Baltic Sea environment and support for sustainable development in the Baltic Sea region.

- CCB presents joint NGO proposals and demands to be put to these and other decision-makers in the Baltic Sea region and within the EU.

1.4 INFORMATION, ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND OTHER ACTIVITIES TO RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS

- CCB gathers, produces and disseminates information about environmental problems in the Baltic Sea Area and about constructive, realistic measures to address them. The CCB Baltic Sea Action Plan, presented in 1992, the NGO Vision of an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region, presented in 1996, and the Environmental Citizens Organisation’s (ECO’s) Vision of an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region, presented in 1998, are three examples. Such plans were developed as joint projects between the CCB member organisations and presented to the Baltic Sea Region countries governments and to the public as contributions to influence the ongoing political processes.

- CCB promotes projects for environmental education and activities to raise public awareness at local or national grass root level about issues on environmental protection and sustainable use of natural resources.

- CCB publishes an electronical newsletter.

1.5 CO-OPERATION PROJECTS IN THE FIELD

- CCB and its member organisations have implemented a number of field projects covering a wide range of issues relevant to environmental protection, nature conservation and sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region. These projects, primarily to be sponsored by the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC), the Swedish International Development Co-operation Agency (SIDA) and the EU, are carried out in the different countries situated around the Baltic Sea in the Baltic Sea Catchment Area. The SIDA funds are especially directed to organisations in the non EU-member states in the Central and Eastern Europe.. The projects often serve a double purpose as

– pilot projects to demonstrate new or alternative approaches, ecologically sustainable technologies and solutions to various environmental problems,

– concrete educational and public awareness-raising projects for people at the local level.

1.6 SUPPORT TO MEMBER ORGANISATIONS

- CCB gathers and distributes information about activities (meetings, conferences, co-operation projects, options for funding) in the Baltic Sea Region of relevance to its member organizations.

- CCB acts as a platform for the member organisations to meet, cooperate and exchange ideas and knowledge.

- CCB supports the strengthening of CCB member organisations in CITs (Countries in Transition in the Baltic Region) to develop expertise and to be involved into intergovernmental activities for environmental protection and sustainable development on the Baltic regional level and on the European level, e.g. in the EU enlargement process  

- CCB also supports the national work of its member organizations in a number of other ways, including by giving organisational and financial support to activities by member organizations in need of such support. 

1.7 CCB PRIORITY AREAS

Since the establishment of the network CCB has gained a lot of experiences and built up a bank of expertise knowledge in the fields of actions where CCB has been focussing its work. 

In order to strengthen its efforts and the joint work to restore the marine envi​ron​ment of the Baltic Sea and for a sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region, CCB as an organisation has decided to focus on priority areas. Under each priority area, there are several  sub areas including a number of project activities, all strongly connected to the CCB Baltic Sea Action Plan and the ECO’s (Environmental Citizens Organisation) Vision of an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region.  

1) Promotion of good ecological water status 

· Promotion of Sustainable wastewater management (3.1.1)

· Promotion of Sustainable River Basin Management (3.1.2)

· Promotion of Water Protection Measures in Agriculture (3.1.3)

2) Prevention of installations and transports harmful to the Baltic Sea environment and coastal areas

· Protection of the Baltic sea environment from harmful impacts of installations and transports (3.2.1)

· Promotion of sustainable development in coastal zones (3.2.2)

· Protection of Baltic river ecosystems from harmful impacts of installations such as hydro-electric power plants, dams etc. (3.2.3)

3) Development of sustainable Baltic Sea fisheries.

· Protection of the naturally spawning Baltic Salmon (3.3.1)

· Promotion of Baltic Sea sustainable fishing practices (3.3.2)

1.8 GENDER ISSUES 

CCB is striving towards an equality of opportunity between women and men.  Gender aspects have to be taken into account and be reported on in all the CCB/SIDA funded projects. A CCB Gender strategy has been developed and finalized during 2002.

2. NETWORKING ACTIVITIES
Overall goal: To provide a platform for co-operation, information exchange and dialogue between environmental NGOs in the Baltic Sea Region on matters of importance for the CCB network on protection of the Baltic Sea environment and for sustainable development. 

Long-term goals;
- that the dialogue and co-operation between the CCB organisations on matters of importance for the improvement of the Baltic Sea region environment has been enhanced

- that the information flow on matters of importance for the CCB network and on sustainable development has been maintained and developed

To reach the goals CCB will, during the year 2005, work with three main activities within the area of Networking;

2.1 Co-ordination of activities between member organisations

2.2 Information measures for members and other partners

2.3 Baltic 2004 Biennial Meeting and Baltic Conference

2.1 Co-ordination of activities between member organisations
Short-term goals:  To promote dialogue between CCB organisations on matters of importance for the CCB activities, with the purpose to develop activities, opinions, visions and views for the coming work, by maintaining the capacity for exchange of information and experiences. 

A number of co-ordination activities within CCB will be organised

Description of Activity:
CCB International Secretariat
Organise the CCB international office in Uppsala as a co-ordination centre that co-ordinates all activities of CCB. To keep the quality of the networking activities there is a need to maintain the functions of the Uppsala office, i.e. to keep the employment of an executive secretary, a co-ordinator as full-time staff-members, and a full-time expert on water policies (water policies officer), a part-time administration officer and a part-time project leader for NISs member-organisation projects and financial manager. 

The International Secretariat has a key-role in the information flow and the maintenance and development of a powerful network. Exchange of information, to support and develop contacts between member organisations in Baltic region countries connected to different subjects, development of common views and perspectives within CCB, are the most important activities of the CCB international secretariat. (CCB Secr)

CCB Board meetings

The members of the board representing all nine countries of the Baltic Sea Region, plan to meet three/four times in year 2005. The board will discuss and take decisions on all important matters for CCB, such as priorities of coming activities, standpoint and strategies for the coming work. First meeting is planned for February and the next on in May 2005. One or two more are planned for autumn 2005. The CCB secretariat is responsible for preparation and management of the Board Meetings. (CCB Secr)

CCB staff meetings
Organise CCB staff meetings with persons working for CCB activities, from many Baltic region countries. Primarily with CCB representatives from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Sweden. Such meetings are to inform on national and local activities, development of the information flow and see how such on-going and planned activities relates to the international work of CCB. Possible links to and use of experience from CCB partners from different countries is scrutinized. Such meetings also function as trainings for organisational development of CCB member organisations in CIT´s (Countries in Transition in the Baltic Region). One or two meetings are planned for the second part of year 2005. (CCB Secr)

CCB trainings, courses etc
Organise a training course on Baltic Sea ecology, environmental problems and its solutions, and on increased co-operation between the environmental NGO’s in the Baltic Sea region. A 7-day training for participants connected to CCB organisations in NIS-countries is planned for June/July. Organized together with the Stensund Folk High School, Trosa, Sweden. (CCB Secr)

Visits, contacts, etc
Organise visits by CCB secretariat staff and/or Board members to member organisations to keep regular contact and to gather information on the opinions and experiences in matters primarily connected to CCB priority activities. Direct contacts with influential members, sometimes with use of interpretation, is the best way to scan the interest for international co-operation and trends and ideas of the member organisations development. These planned visits and meetings, are many times combined with participation in intergovernmental meetings when this is possible, but separate visits and travels are also necessary. Three to four such visits are planned to Baltic Region countries in year 2005. (CCB Secr)

To organise the CCB international secretariat functions as a focal point of the CCB network, including regular contacts to CCB member organisation representatives, via phone, fax and e-mail to exchange information on all matters connected to the CCB work. Through the networking activity initiate and develop CCB environmental field projects on sustainable water management, projects for raised awareness on water-related issues and sustainable fisheries projects for the year 2005-2006.  The CCB secretariat has a crucial role to keep a dialogue and initiate proposals together with the CCB member organisations for coming project activities. Such discussions will take place in connection with visits to CCB members, at other meetings and in the daily communications within the CCB network. (CCB Secr)

Strengthening and capacity building of national and local CCB-organisations networking and co-operation in East-European countries( NIS)
A strong Baltic Sea Region Environmental NGO network requires strong national environmental NGOs, to run effective and successful national and local activities. There is also important to strengthen the co-operation between local NGOs and the municipalities in implementation of sustainability initiatives on the local levels. 

To fulfil such needs CCB International will support financially the following project activities in 2005:

- Strengthening of the CCB co-operation with environmental NGO-partners in N-W Russia, Belarus and Ukraine. 

The catchment of the Baltic Sea also covers parts of North-West Russia, Belarus and Ukraine, outside the enlarged EU, contributing with substantial environmental impact to the Baltic Sea water environment. In some parts of N-W Russia and in Belarus and Ukraine CCB has so far not developed strong co-operation with local environmental NGOs. During 2003-2004 CCB started to identify potential partners in these areas and to plan for future co-operation activities with these regions of the Baltic catchment. This work is planned to be continued also during 2005, with the purpose to start co-operation projects. (CCB-secr)

- Starting up and evaluation process of CCB-SIDA supported projects for the last years.

2.2 Information measures for members and other partners
Short-term goals: To maintain and develop the information flow on matters of importance for the CCB network and on sustainable development, to CCB members and other partners of interest, through the provision of information media services. Distribution of CCB material to other regional organisations elsewhere in Europe. Preparation of reports on CCB activities. To accomplish the planned productions/activities.

Description of Activity:

Many information measures, such as a CCB newsletter, an e-mail conference, a home-page, will be implemented to maintain and develop the information flow on matters of importance for the CCB network, to CCB members and other partners of interest.
CCB Newsletter
In year 2005 publish the CCB Newsletter electronically 6 issues, as a component of the CCB Homepage. The Newsletter will be widely distributed to primarily CCB members, but also to other NGOs in Europe, intergovernmental and governmental structures, local and regional authorities, institutions connected to Baltic Sea Region activities, mass-media etc. ( CCB MO in St. Petersburg , Russia)

CCB e-mail conferences

Via a CCB e-mail conferences and a bulletin board system regularly distribute information to CCB organisations. The trend is that more of the information will be channelled this way, but still a lot of material is not available through this media. Such information have to be forwarded by post. Information on current matters from CCB, HELCOM, Baltic 21, IBSFC etc. The CCB secretariat distributes information on internal CCB matters, and from international and intergovernmental activities in the Baltic region, but also information from subjects outside the region. (CCB Secr.)

CCB home-page 
The CCB internet Home-page address (www.ccb.se) will continue to be developed in year 2005. This is a regular process in order to keep the website a useful tool and up to date. Material will gradually be inserted to the home-page, to get a better source of CCB-information for members and other people of interest. Include more accurate information, and include more CCB-publications for downloading. To develop better marketing of the website in search-engines with importan keywords, to achieve more visits. Better links to member organisations and other interesting partners on Baltic Sea environment will be added. (CCB Secr)

Marketing of CCB
The CCB Marketing Strategy will continue to be implemented during the period. Expose CCB at international events in a Baltic and European context, with use of exhibition screens, CCB-material etc.Update and produce CCB information and marketing material.  Develop a better distribution and dessimination of CCB printed material to meetings and events on Baltic regional and European level. Develop capacity for translation of important CCB-papers to national Baltic region languages. (CCB Secr/CCB MO´s)

Sharing of CCB expertise to other regional NGO networks.
CCB regularly co-operate and exchange information and material with different European regional environmental NGO networks. CCB is a member of the European Seas Environmental Co-operation (ESEC), a network between environmental NGO-networks in the Baltic Sea (CCB), Black Sea (Black Sea NGO Forum), Mediterranean Sea (Mediterranean Information Office(MIO-ECSDE) Athens; MedForum, Barcelona) and North Sea (Seas at Risk-SAR) regions. CCB regularly share our acquired expertise via e-mail, meetings, mailings of CCB book and information materials, make presentations on CCB-activities etc. to other regional European organisations. CCB network expertise can also be used to support the development of the environmental NGO network in Lake Victoria Region, the ECOVIC (East African Communities Organization for the Management of Lake Victoria Resources), Africa. Such cooperation will also strengthen the voice of third countries organisations through CCB towards EU. (CCB Secr)

Other planned specific information activities in 2005:

- Financial support will be provided to the Ecodefense, Kaliningrad, Russia.for the publishing of their environmental magazine, which is distributed in order to increase the awareness and information on environment and social issues in the region. (Ecodefense, Kaliningrad)

    -  The Environmental Information Centre in St. Petersburg. The Centre provides information on environment issues to the citizens as well as facilitates for the public to participate in decisions connected to issues of the environment.

Participation in conferences, seminars, meetings
CCB will through participation in conferences, seminars, meetings present and publicize CCB policies, approaches and solutions regarding environmental problems and sustainable development to actors in the public and civil society. 

CCB plan to participate in the EC Green Week activities in Brussels, in 2005, if financing can be allocated, to present CCB information material and activities in the Baltic Sea Region that will support the implementation of the Community programmes on policy and action in relation to the environment and sustainable development.  

Preparation of reports
We plan to prepare reports on:

- Annual report of the activities of CCB in 2004

- Report of the CCB Baltic Conference 2005

- CCB Evaluation Report of the activities in 2004  

In year 2005 we will also prepare a number of reports including statements of accounts to institutions that provided financial support for the fiscal year 2004. (CCB Secr)

2.3      Annual Baltic Conference 2005
Short-term goal:   To enhance the co-operation between environmental NGOs in the Baltic

Sea Region, to develop views on sustainable development and environmental policies. To

involve many people representing CCB organisations in the development of CCB activities

for the coming year and to exchange knowledge and experiences.

Description of activity:
CCB Baltic 2005

Organise the CCB Baltic 2005 conference with involvement of many people representing CCB organisations, in development of CCB activities for the coming year. The Conference is also used as a platform and an opportunity for scrutinising the aims and directions of the CCB Priority Areas and Sub Areas. Various presentations and an excursion will be arranged connected to the topic of the Conference, which will be selected from one of the CCB Priority Areas. The Baltic conference is one of the most important meeting points for the CCB-members.

The Conference will be held in May 2005. It is estimated that at least 50 participants representing all the nine countries around the Baltic Sea will attend the Annual Conference that is planned to be held in Russia or Finland.

3. THE THREE CCB PRIORITY AREAS
Within each of the three Priority Areas there are several sub areas. Each sub area has one leadparty.  The sub area depend on the actual work and interest at the time being among the member organisations and reflects the hot issues connected to the Baltic Sea as well as the more long-term and continuous work being in progress. 
3.1 Promotion of good ecological water status 

Overall goal: A good environmental status of the waters in the Baltic Sea region, where the ecological problems of euthrophication and emissions of hazardous toxic  substances have been solved.

Long-term goals;
- visible changes of decreased eutrophication in lakes, rivers, coastal- and open-sea waters in the Baltic Sea catchment can be observed 

- the pollution load and concentrations of nutrients and toxic substances in Baltic waters have been reduced considerably

- harmful human activities, such as building of dams and other harmful activities, in Baltic river systems have considerably decreased, thereby allowing the natural processes of the river ecosystems to function and to recover.

- the citizens participation for maintaining and protection of Baltic waters and natural rivers ecosystems has increased

- the awareness and knowledge of the importance of an efficient and sustainable use of nutrient and water resources ( e.g. within waste water and agriculture management) has been raised considerably 

- a visible decrease of the occurrence of alien species in the Baltic Sea.

- a visible increase of the occurrence of endangered and rare marine species in the Baltic Sea.

To reach the goals CCB will, during the year 2005, work with three sub areas within this Priority Area: 

Sub areas:

3.1.1 Promotion of Sustainable wastewater management

3.1.2 Promotion of Sustainable River Basin Management

3.1.3 Promotion of Water Protection measures in Agriculture

3.1.1  Promotion of  Sustainable wastewater management
Lead Party:
CCB Secretariat 

Short-term goals: To promote the use of ecotechnology measures as sustainable and often

cost-effective solutions to reduce the load of nutrients (and to support biodiversity and a high degree of recycling of nutrients, and to save water and energy resources). To promote ecologically sustainable solutions for sewage treatment, as an alternative to conventional wastewater treatment.

Description of Activity:
An expanding problem last years in the Baltic Sea is more common incidents of drifting algae that destroy beaches, and of toxic algal blooms, a threat for animals and humans in contact with or swimming in such waters. Such problems must be solved by consistent reduction of the nutrient load. About 70 % of the total nutrient pollution load to the Baltic Sea comes from small and diffuse sources. Wastewater from thousands of small- and medium-sized municipalities constitute together a substantial part of total nutrient load to the Baltic Sea. The removal and reduction of such sources must be an important component in a strategy to end the eutrophication of the Baltic Sea. Sustainable wastewater management, including application of Eco-technologies for wastewater treatment, usually focus on efficient removal of nitrogen and phosphorus, to a much higher degree than traditional wastewater treatment concepts. The removal of bacteria and pathogens is also usually much more efficient than from conventional wastewater treatment concepts.

Purified wastewater from many traditional wastewater treatment plants in the Baltic Region do not fulfil bathing water criteria. Sustainable wastewater treatment concepts usually fulfil the Bathing Water Directive.

The CCB secretariat will together with CCB-partners in Baltic region countries initiate new ways to promote ecological approaches in wastewater management, e.g. through the production of information materials, planning and organisation of meetings and seminars on such subjects. CCB will also continue its co-operation, and find new partnerships, with municipalities, companies and other institutions for development of management practices and demonstration areas for sustainable wastewater treatment, supporting eco-technological views, such as recycling of wastewater, efficient use of nutrients, efficient removal of bacteria/pathogens etc. The long-term goal is the managing of the wastewater resource and to promote the use of ecological technologies using natural systems, such as wetlands, bio-ponds, soil filters and reed-beds, use of wastewater resource for energy-forest production concepts, but also systems like "sorting/separating toilets"(low-flush and no-flush toilets) with direct recycling of nutrients back to farmland, as sustainable and cost-effective solutions. Such methods are effective to reduce the pollution load of nutrients from small- and medium sized sources and non-point sources and many times water saving. The recycling approach of nutrients (potassium, nitrogen, phosphorus) from household wastewater/organic waste back to agricultural land, as a resource, instead of creating a wastewater/waste pollution problem, is important for CCB. Phosphorus from mining, a non-renewable resource, is an ending resource on planet Earth.

Eco-technologies for water management with use of natural systems usually also support and restore biodiversity, e.g. through wetlands, bioponds etc.  

An important component of the CCB secretariat’s work is to develop new ideas and coming proposals for activities to promote sustainable wastewater treatment, through the contacts and discussions with CCB-members and other partners. Through knowledge transfer and awareness-raising new concepts for sustainable solutions will be developed. CCB will follow the development on eco-technologies, and mediate the CCB knowledge, through dissemination of CCB produced info-material and participation in international meetings/conferences. 

CCB has, with high focus on this activity for many years, developed an unique expertise on sustainable wastewater management on the European level. CCB intend to share this knowledge on the European level with other regions of Europe.

CCB water-oriented activities on sustainable wastewater management give support for the implementation of EU water policies in the Baltic Sea Region, related to the Water Framework Directive(WFD), the Urban Wastewater Directive, the Nitrates Directive, Bathing Water Directive and the Ecological quality for water Directive.

Seminars and trainings:
- Organisation of a seminar on sustainable wastewater management for representatives from ministries, regional authorities and municipalities, NGOs, Water associations and the business sector in Russia. Swedish experts on eco-technologies could be used as speakers. The information/education materials produced in previous years by CCB will be used as important study material for the participants of the seminar. (CCB secr, Russian CCB-org).

- Organising a visitors group from Russia/Belarus (mainly NGOs but also from other institutions) to study sustainable wastewater management, e.g. demonstration sites, in Sweden (CCB secr)

Demonstration sites:
- Installation of an Eco-toilet system for demonstration in the St Petersburg region (CCB secr)

Publishing (Production and dissemination of information material):

- Presentation and dissemination of CCB-material information material on sustainable wastewater management in the big city of Wroclaw, Poland (CCB secr, CCB org)

- To translate and publish the CCB exhibition on Ecological engineering in sewage management, into the Russian language (CEI) 

- Presentation and distribution of various CCB-publications on sustainable wastewater management, produced in many languages, the last years (CCB secr, CCB org)

- To disseminate the information material on the sustainable wastewater treatment system for the big city of Wroclaw in Poland. (CCB secr., CCB-org.)

Lobbying:

- Lobby Baltic Region governments and EC to support the application of sustainable wastewater treatment systems, including a recycling approach of nutrients from household wastewater/waste back to agricultural land, to reduce wastewater pollution problem and contaminated sludge problems (related to the Urban Wastewater directive, EC Strategy on the sustainable use of natural resources, Strategy on waste prevention and recycling, and coming Directive on wastewater sludge).
Other:
- Production and dissemination of information of experiences in Finland, of introducing a new national legislation to enforce high standards for wastewater treatment in single family-homes (FSNE)

- Promoting the use of eco-technologies for wastewater management in small villages, incl. efficient recycling of phosphorus resources, through extended co-operation with municipalities and other stakeholders, e.g. informing local people, cooperation with local authorities and ministry of environment (CCB Latvia)

3.1.2  Promotion of Sustainable River Basin Management
Lead Party: Lithuanian Green Movement, Zvejone Club
Short-term goal:  To promote the development of sustainable River Basin

Management Plans (including public awareness, environmental education, school projects), with a catchment approach, to reach better environmental standard in Baltic Sea Region river-systems, and with involvement of decision-makers, authorities, environmental NGO's, students, mass-media, anglers clubs etc on the municipality and county level, in all countries of the Baltic Sea Region. To exchange experiences of river watch activities within the Baltic Sea region.

Description of Activity:

The strong orientation of CCB towards water-related environmental matters has led to the development of water watch activities as one of the priority activities for CCB. In year 2005 CCB will carry out a powerful programme for protection of water bodies and for clean waters. One purpose of the activities is to involve environmental NGO-groups together with local authorities, enterprises and the public in watch programmes, with special emphasis on youth-participation. Another purpose is to develop a kind of ethic ownership and responsibility for the caring of the water. Components on public awareness raising will be included.

The CCB water watch/river watch activities have strong connections to the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and its catchment approach and protection-sustainable use of water in the river basin, and in development of integrated river basin management plans. Such activities can give guidance how the WFD can be implemented in practical work.

The CCB water watch/river watch activities also have a strong profile for involvement of children and youngsters in water protection activities. Such public awareness-raising activities 

also support public participation in river management.

To raise awareness of the importance of watercourses and river systems for ecology, recreation etc. we will continue with a number of field projects in year 2005. Such projects will be administrated, supported and supervised with help of the CCB secretariat.

One of the CCB water watch activities, the River Watch network, organised by the CCB-partner in the St Petersburg region, has initiated a teacher- and schoolchildren’s water watch network in many Baltic Sea Region countries, primarily in the Gulf of Finland region. This River Watch network will with CCB-support continue such exchange of experiences and co-operation, and give a very good contribution to the water protection activities in northern Europe.

CCB intends to create a dialogue and co-operation, and arrange for information and knowledge transfer between CCB-organisations active in river connected activities, to make full use of the experiences on River watch awareness programmes from many CCB organisations.

CCB will follow the development of the sector on river and water management in other parts of Europe, and CCB plan for participation in relevant international meetings/conferences. 
CCB and the EU water policies and Water Framework Directive (WFD)

The CCB network will with many different activities promote the successful implementation of EU water policies in northern Europe. The promotion of the river catchment approach will, as mentioned above, be a strong component in CCB’s Water Watch projects.  

CCB organisations will watch the interpretation and application of WFD into national water policies in Baltic Region countries. This includes e.g. to follow the planning for and the implementation of river basin management plans into national policies. CCB organisations will also try to comment and amend on river basin management plans, and to include views of water-oriented CCB priority activities into such plans. 

CCB will try to influence for a greater flexibility how Community legislation can be implemented with connections to Water policies, e g on the Urban Wastewater Directive (UWD). Flexibility e.g. for stronger restrictions/actions are needed to combat Baltic Sea eutrophication (for sensitive European sea areas), e g to minimize nutrient load from small- and medium-sized municipalities and single-family homes. The UWD supports, e.g. through its construction of system of the control indicators and monitoring intervals, conservative views for wastewater  treatment, which treat unfairly the application of innovative non-conventional wastewater management systems, many times including more long-term sustainable solutions and more cost-effective applications.  (CCB Secr.)
CCB and the development of a European Marine Strategy 
Many of  the documents and materials developed by CCB, with connections to the Baltic Sea environment, the last years, have revealed many of the problems connected to the marine environment in the Baltic Sea Region and also provided proposals for solutions and actions.

CCB has a strong interest to participate into the process for development of the Marine strategy, because this strategy relates to most of the CCB priority activities. CCB will participate into the process/meetings for Development of a European strategy for the protection and conservation of the marine environment, if we will be invited, and we will provide contributions as a Baltic regional environmental network. Lobby-work to include CCB-views into the Marine Strategy towards EC, Helcom and national governments (CCB Secr.)

Seminars and trainings:
- CCB plan to organise an international Baltic workshop (1-2 days) on EU policies and directives in the environmental sector, in autumn 2005, with focus on the Water Framework Directive (WFD), to educate NGOs on EU water policies, and to promote a successful implementation of EU policies in the Baltic Sea Region. Target audience will be mainly participants from CCB-organisations from EU-countries in the Baltic Region (CCB secr/EGM)
- Organising of an International seminar on RiverWatch, focusing on methodology for river monitoring/management. The seminar is planned to be combined with an excursion to a river area (LGM Zvejone) 
Publishing (Production and dissemination of information material):
- To develop and publish a book on river watch methodology, that can be applied in many countries. To be produced first in Russian language (for Russia and Belarus) . Info on chemical and biological methods is planned to be included.  (LGM)
Other:
-  River Watch network in the Gulf of Finland Basin and NW Russia, Children of the Baltic – St Petersburg, Russia. Different activities will be arranged like; nature protection actions “Help Our Rivers”, youth expeditions, camps (e.g. an international youth summer camp), youth bike actions, collecting and spreading information about the rivers environment and sustainable water management, Inter-regional Conference “River Watch and Public participation in the River Basin Management”. The existing network is planned to be expanded also to NW Russia. (Children of the Baltic)
- A public River Watch network will be organised in the Kaliningrad region to monitor the Pregolya and Neman rivers. The watch programme will include different actors; students, teachers, NGO activists, scientists, mass media and local authorities. (Ecodefense)
- Petrozavodsk city and pollution of the Onega lake. The pollution to the lake will be investigated, as well as the environmental situation in general. Different activities will be arranged in order to raise the awareness on the environmental situation of the lake.(Karelian All-Russian society of nature protection)

-Ecological damage in a river drainage basin in Petrozavodsk region. 

Through increased NGO influence, reduce the ecological damage from different activities in the drainage basins of small rivers to the Petrozavodsk bay  (Association of Greens of Karelia) 

- CCB Baltic Sea Ship campaign in the Russian part of Gulf of Finland. With the goal to raise awareness of the public, mass-media, decisions-makers etc, on the values of the marine ecosystem, threats to the marine and coastal environment and important measures for an improved environmental quality (CCB secr; CCB-partners in St Pet region)  

3.1.3  Promotion of Water Protection measures in Agriculture
Lead Party: Polish Ecological Club
Short-term goals: 
To solve the environmental problem for waters caused by the agricultural sources through promoting organic farming and the other sustainable ways of land management. 

Promote the important role of organic farming in the development of sustainable agricultural policies, to reduce the nitrogen and phosphorus loads and minimise pesticides use into the soil and the drainage basin of the Baltic Sea.

Promoting changes of Baltic Regional agricultural practices and EU’s agricultural policy, CAP, to become tools to reach visible changes of decreased eutrophication in surface waters in the Baltic Sea catchments area, towards development of more environmentally friendly agricultural production. Increase awareness about sustainable agricultural alternatives, including organic farming .

Introduction of sustainable agricultural practices, e g to avoid leakage from manure to surface waters and groundwater/drinking water.

Increase public awareness about the implications of the EU enlargement in the field of agriculture to continue citizens participation for maintaining and protection of Baltic Sea waters and natural rivers ecosystems. Expansion of the information exchange on sustainable agriculture and organic farming within the CCB organizations 

Support adoption of sustainable agriculture policies in Poland, through lobbying of governmental officials in Poland.

Description of Activity:
In 1998, as a response to the signing of the Baltic Agenda 21 and the pending entrance of Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania into the European Union (EU), CCB initiated a co-operation with Polish Ecological Club (PKE) to create a Coalition to Support Organic Agriculture in Poland. The coalition gathers NGOs, research institutions, organic farming associations and public institutions (today 21 groups), with the goal to promote sustainable agriculture in Poland. The coalition’s programme takes initiatives for increased public awareness about importance of organic farming, as well as concrete initiatives to support organic agriculture. Within this programme the coalition has organised many local, national and international meetings, seminars, exhibitions, fairs etc to give support for sustainable development. Together with representatives from the Polish Parliament the coalition has developed national legislation on organic farming, which was adopted in spring 2001. Another result is that the Polish President has declared his support to organic farming and farmers in official statements. The coalition also plays a crucial role in working out sustainable alternatives, instead of traditional intensive farming, for Polish rural development and agriculture production. The position of Polish officials is that large farms and intensive agriculture production is the only alternative for Polish farmers to survive, when joining EU. If such a position would win, the agricultural run-off of nutrients from Poland to the Baltic Sea would get worse. Moreover, such development would clearly contradict to the adopted international political decisions on the restoration of the Baltic Sea environment. 

Organic agriculture, an initiative that is partly supported by the EU. Regulation 2078/92 known as the ‘agri-environment programme’, has brought about the commitment of member states to develop a market for goods produced by organic agriculture methods. 

But the support to organic agriculture depends on each country’s national policy, and so far the new Baltic EU countries have not decided on a real development of organic agriculture.

NGOs need to lobby and convince governments of the benefits of organic agriculture for the environment, agriculture and rural economy.

Means of reaching the objectives  

CCB focuses the activities for promotion of sustainable agriculture in the Baltic Sea Region 

· to lobby national governments and Baltic regional environmental fora for promotion of sustainable agricultural practices, and for inclusion of such views in the ongoing revision of CAP

· to highlight the importance that the implementation of the new CAP-reform take into consideration the special conditions of the new EU-member countries in the Baltic Sea region (and risks for increased nutrient agricultural run-off)

· to influence the development of sustainable agriculture in Poland, which has the largest agricultural area (41 % of all agricultural land in the Baltic Sea catchment ) in the Baltic catchment, and the highest number of farmers in rural areas. Polish agriculture contributes with high nutrient run-off to the Baltic Sea, which may be raised if intensive agricultural practices will be applied

·  expansion of the information exchange on sustainable agriculture and organic farming within the CCB organisations; and support for adoption of sustainable agriculture policies in Poland and other Baltic countries,

· to raise awareness with officials and to achieve better understanding and knowledge in the NGO-community about organic farming and its role in achieving a sustainable agriculture system.

· to involve big group of farmers and citizens/consumers in Poland to promote sustainable agriculture and rural development
Seminars and trainings:

- To continue the programme for Agri-environmental advisors in Poland. 30 members of NGO´s are planned to be trained in 2005. (PKE-Gliwice). 
Publishing (Production and dissemination of information material):
- To prepare a brochure on good examples of agriculture practices around the Baltic Sea in English, based on a booklet on good agricultural practices in the Polish language.  There is also a potential for translations to be made into other national Baltic languages. (PKE-Gliwice)
Lobbying:

- To participate in the Baltic 21 Agriculture Sector Working Group meetings in 2005 and to present and promote CCB proposals and views on development of sustainable agriculture. (PKE-Gliwice)
- To prepare and develop programme and content for a seminar on organic farming for the BA21 Working group on sustainable agriculture and other stakeholders from the agricultural sector planned for 2005, supported by the ministries in Poland and the BA21 agriculture secretariat (PKE-Gliwice/CCB Secretariat)
- To lobby for implementation of the decision, from CBSS Baltic region Ministers of environment meeting in August 2003, to organise a joint meeting between Ministers for environment and agriculture (or a High-level meeting) to discuss further actions concerning the environmental situation in the Baltic Sea region, connected to agricultural activities. And request sustainable agricultural views to be on the agenda of such meeting (PKE, CCB secr)

- To participate in the HELCOM Agriculture working group meetings in 2005 to promote development of organic and sustainable farming  practices in the Baltic Sea region (PKE).

- Follow the ongoing revision of CAP, and highlight the need for adaption of the new CAP-reform to conditions of the new EU-member countries in the Baltic Sea region to minimise and  avoid increased nutrient agricultural run-off . Lobby for  more financing to agro-environmental schemes and to sustainable rural development from EU financing  to agricultural sector in Baltic region countries (PKE, CCB secr)

Other:
- To run the non-governmental Information Centre on Organic Agriculture in Poland, to support the organic farming in Poland by raising the knowledge and awareness about such issues, and raise consumer awareness on organic products (PKE-Gliwice)
- To organise the traditional Eco-Fair, on products from organic farming, in Gliwice. The Eco-Fair in Gliwice is a big event that connects farmers and consumers and that has been organised each year since 1995. (PKE-Gliwice)
- To monitor the development of rural development measures, incl agro-environmental schemes, of the 2003 CAP reform and how EU agricultural sector funding will be allocated (PKE)

3.2 Prevention of installations and transports harmful to the Baltic Sea environment and coastal areas
Overall goal: Potential threats to the Baltic Sea environment and to valuable Baltic Sea coastal areas from planned and existing harmful installations, such as oil terminals and oil platforms; nuclear power plants; pulp mills; transport infrastructure and transports (in particular of radioactive materials, oil and other hazardous substances)  have been solved and reduced,  and the awareness on such issues have been raised.
Long-term goals;
- EIA´s always to be made and followed when planning for new constructions in the Baltic Sea along the coast.

- the implementation of international conventions (e.g. Helsinki, Bonn and Bern Convention) and EU directives related to coastal zone management to be strengthened 

- strategic EIAs always to be carried out for plans and projects affecting the Baltic Sea environment 

- phase-out of the single-hull tankers by the year 2006 and the introduction of compulsory pilotage for ships navigating in areas of the Baltic Sea, where accidents are more likely to happen like e.g. the Gulf of Finland and the T-route.

- PSSA status granted to the whole Baltic Sea

- phase out of nuclear use in the Baltic Sea area

- reducing the demand for fossil fuel use and transports, increasing energy efficiency, energy savings and promotion of renewable energy production

- some important and valuable river ecosystems in the Baltic Sea catchment to be protected from installations and exploitation by artificial channelling on national and international level

To reach the goals CCB will, during the year 2005, work with three sub areas within this Priority Area: 

Sub areas:

3.2.1 Protection of the Baltic Sea environment from harmful installations and transports

3.2.2 Promotion of sustainable development  in coastal zones

3.2.3 Protection of Baltic river ecosystems from ecological harmful Hydro-electric power plants
3.2.1 Protection of the Baltic Sea environment from harmful installations and transports

Lead Party:
Green World 

Short-term goals; To raise awareness on and avoid potential threats to the Baltic Sea

environment and to valuable Baltic Sea coastal areas from planned harmful installations, and

for more environmentally friendly oil-handling, oil transportation, transport of radioactive

waste/substances and shipping practices. 

Description of Activity: 
Many plans for harmful installation, especially in the coastal zones in the Baltic region, are still valid which implies that CCB during year 2005 and onwards will work to raise public awareness about possible negative environmental consequences of harmful activities and installations (e.g. dams, nuclear power plants, nuclear and radioactive waste transportation via the Baltic Sea, oil-terminals, oil-pipelines, harbours, new Aluminium-plant and remelting of radioactive metals in the St Petersburg region). The focus during year 2005 will mainly be to raise awareness on the environmental impact of 

* planned oil-terminals, oil-pipelines, activities with radioactive emissions and harbours in the coastal zones in the Baltic Sea and matters related to the transports of oil and radioactive substances, marine invasive species and possible oil extractions in the Baltic Sea.

* other threats to Baltic coastal areas by on-going and planned housing areas, recreational centres, marinas etc. Regulations on coastal-strip protection is not respected. 


With respect to such problems CCB will promote the implementation of the EU recommendation on integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) in practise e.g. running or participating in projects aiming in solving such problems in a sustainable way (see also 3.2.2 Promotion of Sustainable Development in Coastal Zones).

Activities related to harbours, oil-terminals, planned Aluminium processing-plant and radioactive emissions will be awareness raising with the use of published articles and information material, e.g. the CCB book on Baltic Sea Hot Spots – Hazards and Possibilities for the Baltic Sea Region, the CCB book on Harmful installations in the Baltic Sea Region, the CCB book on coastal protection and sustainable fisheries and the Green World Website in Russia. The video-films on the consequences and impact of planned oil-business, location of new oil-terminals and harbours in the Gulf of Finland produced by CCB, and produced and updated info-material on the situation on oil-handling will be used frequently.

Increased oil-spillages from Baltic Sea shipping (e.g. tank-washing) is a problem that must be addressed more efficiently in the future. Measures to prevent oil-pollution must have priority, but development of better combating capacity that corresponds to potential oil-spills from a big oil-tanker is also necessary. A new regulatory EU agency on maritime safety can be an important tool to reduce existing problems. CCB supports such development.

The transfer of and introduction of alien harmful aquatic organisms/species, and pathogens via ballast water pose a great threat to the biodiversity of the Baltic Sea environment, but also to human health. Such species are mainly introduced by release of ballast water from large ships entering the Baltic Sea. In February 2004 the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments was adopted. CCB participated in this international conference, and CCB will follow the process and lobby for ratification and implementation of the Convention in the Baltic Sea region.

One of the most important Baltic Hot spots of today, which can have adverse impact on Baltic coastal, archipelago and sea areas, are the Russian plans for new oil-terminals/harbours in the Gulf of Finland for export of Russian oil and other products through the Baltic Sea.

The Russian Baltic oil-pipeline system through the Karelian Istmus and to the Primorsk oil terminal, opened in December 2001, have already destroyed forest areas of great importance for nature conservation and recreation. An expansion of the pipe-line westwards is discussed.  Primorsk, Vysotsk and Ust-Luga oil-terminals will all influence RAMSAR areas close to the terminals. Another oil-terminal in Russian Baltic region is planned also for Batareynaya Bay.  CCB-organisations will promote  and participate in public hearings for new oil-terminals, harbours and other planned harmful installations. Another important tool, to address the environmental impact of planned terminals/harbours, would be the signing/ratification of the Espoo convention and the Aarhus convention by Russia. 

Other important Hot Spots are the development and new installations of activities with obvious risks for emissions of radioactivity in the Russian Baltic region, which raise strong concerns by NGOs, because of potential heavy impact for human health and Baltic Sea ecosystem (radioactivity in biota, into the food-chain, e g fish).

Planned harmful installations which will have large-scale environmental impact in the Baltic Region are e.g.

* Planned harbour constructions in Ust-Luuga, with up to 19 terminals (one of the terminals for the import of nuclear and radioactive waste, one export oil-terminal), close to the important Baltic salmon Luga river and the Kurgalsky Peninsula Ramsar area, Gulf of Finland, Russia.

* A planned Helsinki new harbour, Vuosaari, Finland. New construction in a sensitive area, and disturbing a Natura 2000 site, designated both by EU birds and habitat directives

* Development of an oil-terminal in Swinoujscie, in the Odra river estuary, Pomerania, Poland

* Batareynaya Bay, a planned new oil-terminal, north of Sosnovy Bor, Gulf of Finland, Russia

* Vysotsk, a new oil-terminal, planned to be expanded for production of oil-products, in the inner part of Vyborg Bay, Gulf of Finland, Russia

* Remelting of radioactive metals (ongoing and planned expansion) in Sosnovy Bor, Russia 

* Prolongation of the operation of the Leningrad Nuclear Power Plant, longer than the designed lifetime, with obvious risks for contamination of inhabitants and the Baltic Sea environment

* A new construction of a dry storage for spent nuclear-fuel (a new technique) to provide capacity for the prolongation of the Leningrad Nuclear Power Plant in Sosnovy Bor, Russia

* Plans for a new Nuclear Power Plant, at Dubovskoy peninsula, west of Sosnovy Bor, Russia

* A planned construction of a new Al-producing plant, close to Sosnovy Bor/Kingisepp, Russia, having a good potential to create health problems for surrounding citizens (e.g. through air pollution of fluorides) 

* Offshore oil-drilling/oil-extraction outside the Curonian Spit (classified as a UNESCO World Heritage Site) in the Kaliningrad Region, Russia

* Planned bridge across the Fehmarn Belt between Germany and Denmark

Pollution from ships also give impact on important sea-bird offshore areas, which are in need for protection, e.g. as Natura 2000 sites.

International shipping in the Baltic Sea also constitute a potential threat for introduction of alien aquatic species. Baltic harbours, uncontrolled for alien aquatic species, are also a threat as sources for ongoing unintentional introductions of aquatic aliens.  

CCB will inform the public, media, NGO-community and international organisations, such as e.g. HELCOM and Ramsar Convention secretariat through information dissemination for awareness raising of the situation of existing plans and the potential threats to the environment via CCB international and national information media. 

CCB will facilitate networking for CCB information exchange between CCB-organisations about existing and planned harmful installations in the Baltic Sea Region  (Green World/LGM).

Publishing (Production and dissemination of information material):
- A popular guide on the Nature values of the South Shore of the Eastern Gulf of Finland will be published on a CD ROM, to provide clear and reliable information on problems and values of nature reserves etc (Green World)
- Dissemination of and lobbying for a CCB position on safer shipping in the Baltic Sea worked out on the basis of a German proposal by BUND, translated into English (BUND)

- Dissemination of updated and new information on the different existing/planned Hot Spots and its environmental and health impact from the Green World website in Russia.

- Dissemination of a CCB book on “Hot Spots in the Baltic Sea region” to raise awareness and knowledge about the most important hot spots (Red/negative and Green/positive spots), and the CCB book on “Harmful installations in the Baltic Sea Region” (CCB secr,CCB member org).

- Inform and raise awareness of Baltic citizens on possible negative environmental and health impact of planned harbours, oil-terminals and Aluminium-processing plant in the Gulf of Finland region, close to RAMSAR-areas valuable for sea-birds, migrating birds, by presentations of video-films, produced by CCB, at meetings, seminars etc connected to Baltic Sea (GW, CCB-secr) 

- Maintaining of the public Internet Data base on ”Hot Spots” in northern Polish areas (www.gajanet.pl/goracepunkty) (published by Green Federation Gaja, Szczecin, Poland) for information on environmental and health impact from harmful installations and for education purposes  (Green Fed, CCB secr)

- Citizens information on the environment and health risks with a plan to prolong the operation of Leningrad nuclear plant, remelting plant for radioactive metals and plans for transport of radioactive waste/substances via ships from Russian harbours (GW)

Lobbying:

- Lobbying will be made towards Helcom and at national governments for ratification and implementation of the new Ballast Water Convention in the Baltic Sea region, and to raise awareness on marine alien species and the new Ballast convention (Green Federation, CCB secr)
- Monitoring of the preparation and EIA of the major road-infrastucture project in Estonia to be financed from EU Cohesion Fund - Saaremaa Fixed Link Project. Feasibility study and preliminary EIA to be started late 2004 (EGM)
- Follow the developments of the planned Pulp mill project by Daugava river, Latvia, and in cooperation with other NGOs and scientists raise awareness of the general public on the possible harm to environment and health (VAK, CCB secr) 

Other:
- Environmental Action Centres Network on the South Shore of the Gulf of Finland. Project designed to motivate resident people in their actions for the Baltic Sea  environment protection and Public Participation in decision-making, with knowledge and understanding of the local environmental threats from planned exploitation projects as a base. Different activities will be made within the project, new branch offices will be established, a bike action will be arranged and the Green World website will be updated regularly.(G W)
- Provide/present information from monitoring of harmful installations in the Gulf of Finland to facilitate public participation in the decision making process: oil terminals and new harbors, handling radioactive materials and nuclear waste, Al-plant, prolongation of old reactors and construction of new reactors (VVER-1500) at the coast of Koporskaya Bay, nuclear electricity export from Leningrad NPP to Finland and EU.  Information will be provided in different ways, like e.g. in the electronical Green World Baltic Newsletter, press-releases and at the Green World website. (Green World)
- To continue the campaign to show the potential negative environmental impact of the offshore oil-drilling/oil-extraction outside the Curonian Spit and the activities of the company Lukoil. The campaign will include activities like; lobbying, watchdogging and dissemination of information (LGM)
- Strengthening the execution of the environmental and agriculture law in regards to industrial animal farming. 

Take part in decision-procedure for integrated permission, under the EU IPPC-directive, for industrial animal farms in Poland, and promote that all environmental standards are met. 

To approach the environmental protection inspection and the EC for full implementation of the IPPC directive. Involvement in the implementation of the EU Nitrogen directive in Poland, through the Polish law on fertilizers and fertilization, with special requirements for areas available for spreading of manure from big farms, to avoid pollution of surface- and groundwater. To promote high environmental standards for industrial animal farms in the whole Baltic Sea region via HELCOM  (Green Federation-GAJA, CCB secr))

3.2.2  Promotion of sustainable development  in coastal zones
Lead Party: Children of the Baltic
Short-term goals: 

To promote sustainable decisions for development of the local coastal communities. To promote public participation, involving citizens groups to the planning process in coastal areas. To create a stronger participation and influence from the environmental NGO´s in the region in the planning process and for sustainable development in the coastal zones. To raise the public awareness concerning bad and good decisions and planning made by authorities. To collect and distribute positive examples.  To develop CCB as an international instrument  for increasing the pressure to the developers and polluters, through strengthening of the national NGO´s in their work. To lobby for strong legislations for protection of the coastal zones that effectively control the construction of private buildings.  

Description of Activity:

The pressure to the coastal areas in the Baltic Sea region has increased substantially  since 1990.

 In the Western Baltic, private interests have been steering the development along the coasts since a long time, for instance the Scandinavian tradition of having private summer houses on the coast, and the expanding constructions of tourism infrastructure on the German and Danish Baltic Sea coast.  

The  Eastern part of the Baltic Sea Coast was before 1990 heavily controlled by the Soviet Union army.  The situation in the “East” has changed quickly since 1990; free access to the coast, recreation activities etc. For the natural values these changes quickly became a threat. Since 1990, there has been a rapidly growing interest for new real estate development in valuable sites along the coasts. The pressure for building private houses has expanded considerably, prices of land plots along the coasts are rising and giving grounds for speculation – not only for citizens, but also from abroad. The rising tourism has added new threats. Tourism infrastructure as hotels, camping sites, holiday villages and marinas have been built.  There is also an increasing threat to the coasts by different harmful installations 

( see 3.2.1). CCB member organisations are since many years working actively with adressing and promoting the sustainable development in the coastal zones, trying to influence the development in a positive direction. Different activities are arranged, like e.g. watch dogging illegal constructions and raising awareness among the citizens and authorities about the problems. 

In 2003 CCB had an extra focus on the issue of Coastal zone protection and management, running the project  “Baltic Region Sustainable Coastal Development – Requirements, Conflicts and Solutions” . The project consisted of two parts: a Latvian, and an international part. In the Latvian part the problems of illegal constructions on the Latvian coast were investigated on the spot and a public awareness campaign including mass media presentations was organised. Intensive political lobby work for a better control of the activities along the coast was also carried out. In the international part the implementation of the international requirements in the field of coastal conservation was assessed from a CCB perspective and presented e.g. at a CCB Seminar, at a Helcom-meeting and in two CCB-publications.  During 2005 the knowledge and experiences from the project will be used in different ways and the CCB-publications will be disseminated and used to promote a sustainable use of coastal areas, and monitoring the development of Baltic region coastal management is planned.

Publishing (Production and dissemination of information material):
- Dissemination and presentation of the CCB-report  ”Checking coastal conservation-international requirements to safeguard nature on the Baltic Sea’s coast” (and other produced info-material on the outcome of the CCB coast project 2003), on negative examples of coastal exploitations (e.g. violations of the HELCOM recommendation on coastal strip protection), and positive examples of good coastal spatial planning as contribution to the implementation of the EU approach on Integrated Coastal Zone Management (CCB-secr, CCB Member organisations)
- Presentation and dissemination of the CCB yearbook 2004 on coastal conservation and sustainable fisheries (CCB-secr, CCB MO´s). 

- To publish a report on natural values, from a scientific perspective, in the Russian coastal zone of Gulf of Finland, incl. maps and descriptions of the natural objects, to provide informative and accurate information to citizens and authorities. The maps will be presented in English and in Russian. (Baltic Fund for Nature, St. Petersburg)
Lobbying:

- To distribute information about the ecological and economic consequences of the fixed link between the islands Fehmarn, Germany and Lolland, Denmark and to lobby for more environmentally friendly solutions than the planned bridge (BUND, CCB secr).
- Promotion of the ICZM approach in discussions on regional coastal planning in order to improve public participation and sustainable development in particular when investments are conflicting with the Natura 2000 network and the Habitat and Birds directives (BUND).  
Other:
- Public protection of the local environmental values and public participation for sustainable development in the Russian Gulf of Finland region. Involvement of citizens, scientists, authorities, representatives from municipalities, through meetings and round-tables, to evaluate and identify areas and objects with valuable natural and environmental qualities.

Identified values are planned to be included in a new edition of the book “Our Habitat Values”. The publication will be used, when involving local people and different actors in protecting the local environmental values. (Children of the Baltic)

- Coastal Lagoons in South-Eastern Baltic

The project will educate teachers and school children on the biodiversity of the coastal lagoon areas through educational seminars and information material that will be produced. A monitoring programme will be carried out as well as a field research expedition. A Lagoon Watch network will be developed, (The “GUIDE Environmental Group)

3.2.3  Protection of Baltic river ecosystems from harmful impacts of installations such

as hydro-electric power plants, dams etc.

Lead Party: Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC) 
Short-term goals; To promote protection of valuable river ecosystems in the Baltic Sea Region from exploitation with dams and hydropower and to increase the awareness on the ecological consequences of dam constructions and hydropower on Baltic river ecosystems.

Description of Activity:

CCB has identified, since 2001, the upcoming threats from planned constructions of hydro-electric power stations and dams in the Baltic Sea region, and started coordinated activities. The aggregated impact of hydro-power and dams, in many Baltic Sea Region countries, compose a region-wide threat to valuable river eco-systems in the Baltic Sea Region and its biodiversity, e g fish species. CCB will encourage a wise and sustainable utilization of Baltic rivers and its natural resources.   
Seminars and trainings:
- To organise international workshop for the CCB interest/working group on River Protection/Hydropower – Dams. Such a workshop shall be arranged in order to exchange knowledge, convey information on actual national situations and to discuss future strategies for work within this Sub Area. A possible focus for the Workshop could be to discuss “hot-spots” and successful strategies for conservation of river values (SSNC)

Production and dissemination of information material:
- Dissemination of the CCB map of the Nemunas river basin, showing positive values and negative spots/threats to the Nemunas river ecosystem (CCB secr, CCB member org)
- A survey of planned small- and large scale hydropower projects in Baltic Sea river systems, with focus on threats connected to the river ecosystem (SSNC)
- To disseminate the report from the CCB International seminar on Small Hydro-power plants and river ecosystem protection, Dec 2001, Riga, Latvia  (CCB Secr/CCB MO´s)

-To disseminate and present the CCB-report on “The biological cost of hydropower in the Baltic Sea Region”, versions in English, Estonian, Russian and Polish  (CCB Secr./CCB MO´s)
Lobbying:

- To lobby for a balanced exploitation of hydro-power in Baltic Sea region rivers, to secure the nature conservation values and biodiversity of Baltic river ecosystem, e g protected species as Baltic salmon. (CCB secr)
3.3  Development of sustainable Baltic Sea fisheries.
Overall goal: a sustainable Baltic Sea fisheries with a precautionary and ecosystem approach.

Long-term goals;
- That the scientific advice from ICES will be the basis when decisions are taken on fishing

  quotas in the Baltic Sea, to reduce, to a minimum, the risks of stock collapses and/or

  negative ecosystem effects in a wider perspective.

- To reach ecosystem based management for Baltic Sea fisheries

- That the use of drift-nets as well as beam trawling in the Baltic Sea should be prohibited.

- To stop the fishing on mixed salmon populations

- To safeguard all weak wild Baltic salmon river populations, and to develop them into healthy river populations

- To establish separate management of the Eastern and Western Cod stocks in the Baltic Sea


- To establish marine protected areas where fishing is prohibited

- To reduce by-catches in Baltic Sea fisheries

To reach the goals CCB will, during the year 2005, work with two sub areas within this Priority Area: 

Sub areas:

3.3.1  Protection of the naturally spawning Baltic Salmon 

3.3.2  Promotion of Baltic Sea sustainable fishing practices- Promotion of Baltic Sea sustainable fishing practices
3.3.1 Protection of the naturally spawning Baltic Salmon 

Lead Party: Green Federation, GAJA
Short-term goals 
To preserve the genetic variability within existing naturally spawning populations of Baltic salmon. To support restoration of naturally spawning populations wherever possible and to increase populations of wild salmon in order to allow a future sustainable salmon fishery.
Description of Activity:
CCB will try to influence the intergovernmental fora connected to Baltic salmon fisheries. These are the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the Baltic 21, the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC), the new Baltic Fisheries Regional Advisory Council (RAC) and on the European level the European Commission. CCB will  take strong actions to develop a sustainable fisheries concept and with special attention to develop strong actions to save all weak stocks of the naturally spawning Baltic salmon. 

CCB will also lobby for a powerful and effective Salmon Management Plan to be developed in Baltic Region countries, to safeguard the survival, genetic variability and biodiversity of the wild Baltic salmon for the future. 

EC has decided on new regulations that will stop Baltic Sea driftnets from 1 January 2008. CCB-activities to promote phasing-out Baltic driftnets will continue until such practices have been fully implemented.

Introduce CCB-views on management of Baltic salmon to different meetings and seminars, 

e.g. better management of weak wild salmon river populations, designate all wild Baltic salmon rivers as Natura 2000 sites, phase-out of salmon drift-net fisheries (CCB secr.)

Publishing (Production and dissemination of information material):
- Presentation and dissemination of the CCB-report “Save our wild Baltic salmon” to mass-media, NGOs, Baltic Region agencies/institutions involved in fisheries management and especially salmon management (CCB secr., CCB org)

- To market CCB-views on salmon fisheries management, and expose the CCB Map Posters on threatened wild Baltic salmon river populations, and distribute the Salmon map leaflet (CCB secr.)
- Distribution of the CCB leaflet on Dangers of the driftnets in the Baltic Sea (CCB secr, CCB org)

Lobbying:

- Participation and lobbying for sustainable Baltic Sea salmon management in the IBSFC (International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission) Session in September 2005, incl. presentation of CCBs views for development of sustainable salmon fisheries (CCB secr.)

- Participation and lobbying for new management components for Baltic Sea salmon in the Baltic Fisheries Regional Advisory Council (RAC)
- Participation and lobbying, at EU-organised Baltic regional fisheries meeting, for a wise Baltic salmon management that will secure all weak wild salmon river populations and the genetic variability (CCB secr.)

- Lobbying for creation of a new Baltic salmon management forum, open for all stakeholders on equal footing (CCB secr.)

- Lobby for a rapid implementation of the Council Regulation (812/2004) on measures for incidential catch of harbour porpoises in fisheries, to phase-out Baltic driftnets as soon as possible (CCB secr, CCB-org)

Other:
To contribute to a better management of the wild Baltic salmon, CCB will continue to implement project activities, such as restoration of river systems for wild salmon populations; raise awareness on need for protection of wild salmon. 

- Restitution of Salmon in Western Pomerania , 

 Stocking of the rivers Rega, Parseta, Odra and Wieprza in Poland with salmon fry as part of Polish activities related to IBSFC Salmon Action Plan. Raising awareness and involvement of local communities and other stakeholders in better protection of above mentioned salmon rivers (Green Federation GAJA; Poland)

- A study will be made of the state of the wild Baltic salmon in the Russian part of the Gulf of Finland: economic, social and ecological aspects will be taken into account. ( Baltic Fund for Nature, St. Petersburg) 
3.3.2 Promotion of Baltic Sea sustainable fishing practices

Lead Party:
Green Federation, GAJA 
Short-term goals: To promote the development of practices for a sustainable Baltic Sea fisheries with a precautionary and ecosystem approach. 

Raise awareness, lobby to influence national, regional Baltic and European institutions for future successful management and development of plans for sustainable Baltic Sea fisheries. Promote effective programmes for recovery of the Baltic Sea cod stock.

Description of Activity:
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Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC) 

CCB will be represented as an observer at the IBSFC commission meeting, 31th session, in September 2005. The European Community has the strongest delegation (with representatives from European Commission DG Fisheries, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Sweden, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland) and the most influential delegation in the negotiations on yearly fishing quotas for cod, herring, salmon and sprat in the Baltic Sea. EC is becoming a more important actor for decisions on Baltic Sea fisheries, through the enlargement of EU. 

The IBSFC is planned to be ceased in the enlarged EU, because Russia and EU will be the only parties left in IBSFC. According to the new CFP, the EC is planning to set up regional advisory fisheries councils with a multi-stakeholder participation. 

The EC negotiations on Baltic Sea fisheries are a part of the EC fishery policy, and in this respect EC Baltic fishery policies must be influenced by the agreement on the CFP reform, of December 2002, on the conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources (Regulation 2371/2002), structural aid under the Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance (Regulation 2369/2002), and emergency aid to support vessel decommissioning (Regulation 2370/2002). 

The activities will bring lobbying work, presentations of proposals for implementation of actions for sustainable management of the Baltic Sea fishery resources. CCB will try to influence the intergovernmental forums connected to Baltic fisheries. These are the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the Baltic 21-process, the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC) and on the European level the European Commission, to take strong actions to develop a sustainable fisheries concept and with special attention to Baltic codThe activities will bring lobbying work, presentations of proposals for implementation of actions for sustainable management of the Baltic Sea fishery resources. CCB will try to influence the intergovernmental forums connected to Baltic fisheries. These are the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the Baltic 21-process, the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC) and on the European level the European Commission, to take strong actions to develop a sustainable fisheries concept and with special attention to Baltic codThe activities will bring lobbying work, presentations of proposals for implementation of actions for sustainable management of the Baltic Sea fishery resources. CCB will try to influence the intergovernmental forums connected to Baltic fisheries. These are the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the Baltic 21-process, the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC) and on the European level the European Commission, to take strong actions to develop a sustainable fisheries concept and with special attention to Baltic codThe activities will bring lobbying work, presentations of proposals for implementation of actions for sustainable management of the Baltic Sea fishery resources. CCB will try to influence the intergovernmental forums connected to Baltic fisheries. These are the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the Baltic 21-process, the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC) and on the European level the European Commission, to take strong actions to develop a sustainable fisheries concept and with special attention to Baltic codThe activities will bring lobbying work, presentations of proposals for implementation of actions for sustainable management of the Baltic Sea fishery resources. CCB will try to influence the intergovernmental forums connected to Baltic fisheries. These are the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the Baltic 21-process, the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC) and on the European level the European Commission, to take strong actions to develop a sustainable fisheries concept and with special attention to Baltic codThe activities will bring lobbying work, presentations of proposals for implementation of actions for sustainable management of the Baltic Sea fishery resources. CCB will try to influence the intergovernmental forums connected to Baltic fisheries. These are the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the Baltic 21-process, the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC) and on the European level the European Commission, to take strong actions to develop a sustainable fisheries concept and with special attention to Baltic codThe activities will bring lobbying work, presentations of proposals for implementation of actions for sustainable management of the Baltic Sea fishery resources. CCB will try to influence the intergovernmental forums connected to Baltic fisheries. These are the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the Baltic 21-process, the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC) and on the European level the European Commission, to take strong actions to develop a sustainable fisheries concept and with special attention to Baltic codThe activities will bring lobbying work, presentations of proposals for implementation of actions for sustainable management of the Baltic Sea fishery resources. CCB will try to influence the intergovernmental forums connected to Baltic fisheries. These are the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the Baltic 21-process, the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC) and on the European level the European Commission, to take strong actions to develop a sustainable fisheries concept and with special attention to Baltic cod
The new basic regulation for EU fisheries, “Regulation on conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources (2371/2002)” aims for sustainable use, more long-term resource management. The application of the precautionary approach is laid down in the objectives, together with sustainable exploitation, minimising the impacts of fishing on the marine ecosystem, and a progressive implementation of an ecosystem-based approach to management. European Community have a new instrument that should be used to safeguard all fish populations in the Baltic Sea and its diversity and to develop true long-term sustainable management of the Baltic fisheries resources. The prerequisites for EU fisheries policy have changed totally and CCB will follow and give comments to EC member countries and lobby towards important actors when the implementation is sagging. 

CCB will participate in public consultation and stakeholders meetings on Baltic Sea fisheries with DG Fisheries, if CCB will be invited as NGO for such meetings. 

CCB will in 2005 produce and disseminate various CCB position papers connected to Sustainable Fisheries in the Baltic Sea Region, with proposals for future strategies and more sustainable procedures and find ways to the EC, mainly on the Baltic regional level, to support the implementation of the new CFP. CCB will monitor the implementation of the new CFP with critical eyes. CCB will also share experiences, exchange information and co-operate with other European environmental NGO networks, such as Seas at Risk (SAR) in the North Sea, and if necessary take joint efforts to influence a better implementation of the new CFP.

Baltic Fisheries Regional Advisory Council (Baltic RAC)

CCB will prepare themselves and make sure to have a seat as a stakeholder in the Baltic fisheries RAC that will be established in 2005. CCB plan for a pro-active participation and to play a role that fully supports the views expressed in “Regulation on conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources (2371/2002)”
Other activities on sustainable fisheries issues;
- Cooperation with the Association for European Consumers (AEC), via the Swedish Consumers Coalition to exchange info on fish market products and consumer demands for sustainable fish products (CCB secr)

Lobbying: 
- Participation in the IBSFC Session in September 2005, lobbying for sustainable Baltic fisheries practices, inter alia giving presentation of CCBs views on sustainable fisheries and demands for more openness of EU member states position for catch quotas  (CCB secr.)

- Participation and lobbying, at EU organised Baltic regional fisheries meeting, to direct Baltic fisheries management towards an ecosystem approach and a strong implementation of the precautionary approach (CCB secr)
- Lobby for public participation (incl. NGO-participation), openness and transparency in development of national fisheries policies and standpoints for international fisheries negotiations, in Baltic region countries (CCB secr., CCB-org.)

- Lobby national Baltic region governments to include strong positions on precautionary and ecosystem approach, in EU member states standpoints in negotiations on Baltic Sea fishing quotas, TACs (CCB secr, CCB-org.)
Seminars and trainings:

- Organize a CCB Workshop for environmental NGOs, anglers and fishermens representatives to discuss and identify sustainable fisheries practices for Baltic Sea fisheries(to be held in  Poland)

Publishing (Production and dissemination of information material):
- Production of a comprehensive leaflet on the situation for the Baltic harbor porpoises and protection needs in the Baltic Sea, in English

- Presentation and dissemination of the CCB yearbook 2004 on coastal conservation and sustainable fisheries (CCB-secr, CCB MO´s). 
- Dissemination of the report from the CCB seminar on Possibilities for development of eco-labelling of Baltic Sea fisheries, December 2001, in Pargas, Finland (CCB secr., CCB-org.)
- To widely market CCB-views on fisheries, and expose the CCB Posters on Possibilities for Sustainable Baltic Fisheries, Dangers of bottom-trawling and Dangers of Baltic Sea driftnet fisheries (CCB secr)

- Widely distribute the updated CCB Report on Development of Sustainable Baltic Sea fisheries, incl. proposals for actions, (Dec 2001), to Baltic Region agencies/institutions involved in fisheries management, for lobbying to changed fisheries practices (CCB-secr.)

- Dissemination of the updated CCB Report on Development of Sustainable Baltic Sea fisheries, incl. proposals for actions, in the Polish language (CCB secr, CCB-org in Poland)

- Follow the discussions on EU-regulations on dioxin content in fish-food products in Sweden, Denmark and Finland and within new Baltic EU countries, and disseminate an article on EU regulations on dioxins in food products connected to Baltic Sea fisheries (herring, salmon) and the existing exemption of such regulations for Sweden and Finland for human consumption use (CCB secr)

- Dissemination of information on EU regulations, valid from 1 January 2002, for marking or labelling of fishery and aquaculture products, to support consumer awareness on environmentally friendly fisheries

- Presentation and dissemination of a CCB report and pamphlet on The dangers of bottom-trawling in the Baltic Sea, in the English, Polish and Swedish languages (CCB-secr.) 

- Dissemination and presentation of a CCB report “Sustainable Baltic Sea Fisheries – the way forward” (June 2004; 32 pages) to stakeholders in the Baltic Sea region
4. GENDER ACTIVITIES

Short-term goals: To increase the equality of opportunity between women and men within the CCB network and member organisations

Gender issues will be an underlying principle within the CCB work during 2005.
The CCB Gender strategy has been put on the CCB Homepage.

Description of Activity:

- The implementation of the CCB Gender Strategy will continue. The CCB Gender Strategy was adopted by the CCB Board in March 2003. The discussion on Gender issues will regularly be held within the CCB work (CCB Secr.)
- When selecting projects to receive CCB/SIDA funding, the way of handling the Gender aspects within the project and within the applying organisation will be taken into consideration. (CCB Secr.)

- To have presentations and discussions within the Board on the Gender activities performed by the CCB Member organisations, and bring the  experiences forward to the CCB network.
5. OTHER CCB ACTIVITIES
5.1 Participation in the intergovernmental Baltic Sea environmental process on BALTIC 21 - an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region.
Short-term goals:

Follow and monitor the implementation of the Baltic 21 and influence for a successful implementation of the Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region, and the environmental and the sustainable development components of the EU Northern Dimension programme, by means of participation as a member (NGO-partner) in primarily Baltic 21 meetings, to keep contacts and lobby governmental and other sector representatives, and to present NGO positions and proposals on special issues. To lobby for a strong political support for the Baltic 21-process.

Description of Activity:

Baltic 21 - process
In May 1996 Prime Ministers of the Baltic Sea region countries and the President of the European Commission decided to develop an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea region at the Visby Summit, Sweden. CCB has been an active partner in the whole process from the very beginning. In connection with the Baltic Prime Ministerial meeting in 1996, CCB participated actively through a NGO press centre in Visby with exhibitions, press-seminars on different subjects, presentations of statements etc. CCB were very involved in the preparation of the environment ministerial declaration for the Baltic 21 process, e.g. by presenting the CCB report "An NGO Vision of an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea region" to Ministers of Environment in October 1996. CCB has actively participated as a NGO-partner in the development of the Baltic Agenda 21 document in 1997 and 1998, with many NGO representatives in the Senior Officials Group (SOG), responsible for the Baltic 21-process. CCB also had a strong representation in most of the different sector groups (Agriculture, Energy, Fisheries, Forestry, Industry, Tourism, Transports). The NGO views and perspectives on sustainable development for the Baltic Sea Region were published in the report ”Environmental Citizens Organisation’s (ECOs) Vision of an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region” in May 1998 (ECOs vision). The Baltic 21 document was adopted by a Foreign Ministers meeting of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) in Denmark in June 1998. 

The implementation of the Baltic 21 will be ruled through the Senior Officials Group (SOG), and through the different sector groups responsible for respective sector. CCB is a member of the Baltic 21 SOG.

To fulfil the CCB interest for sustainable development and Agenda 21 for the Baltic region we will continue our active participation in the Senior Officials Group meetings, and into other meetings organised within the Baltic 21-process. First SOG meeting in year 2005 will be in spring-time. CCB will work for an improvement of Baltic 21 and for implementation of the Baltic 21 intergovernmental agreement with the economic sectors (by implementing the sector actions) and for cross-sectoral integration (by implementing the joint actions).

CCB will follow up our proposals, presented in the ECO’s Vision for an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region, and put press on the governments and other actors to include NGO views into the implementation process of Baltic 21. CCB will refer to the EU strategy for sustainable development. CCB will continue to lobby for opening of all the BA21 sectors meetings for NGOs.

CCB has participated and will further actively participate into the discussion within BA21 how to implement the new BA21 mandate/strategic guidelines from June 2004. 

CCB will, as SOG-member, actively lobby for NGO-views, presented to BA21 Working group on Policy and strategy the last year, in development of new approaches and activities within the BA21-process. 

CCB will particularly participate actively in the Baltic 21-Agriculture Sector group meetings, to lobby and seek influence for sustainable agriculture and organic farming practices. 

Participation and lobbying for CCB sustainable agriculture views in the process for a joint Ministerial/High-level meeting for ministers of environment and agriculture in the Baltic Sea Region, decided on at the CBSS Baltic Environmental Ministers meeting in August 2003. 

CCB will also participate in the Baltic 21 Tourism Task Force meetings, and into
the activities of the group, aiming at a network for sustainable tourism in
the Baltic Sea Region. It is planned that CCB will be responsible for checking the sustainability of activities in an international tourism project to be started by the Baltic 21 Tourism Task Force in 2005 
As mentioned already under section 3.3.2, CCB will also actively participate into the Baltic 21 – Fisheries Sector discussions. Here we find important actions, adopted within the Baltic 21, such as ”Restoration of habitats important for fish and fisheries in inland waters, incl. protection and restoration of spawning and nursery areas for endangered species in fresh waters”, areas that is outside the task of the Convention on Fishing and Conservation of the Living Resources of the Baltic Sea and the Belts (Gdansk Convention). Lead party and responsible actor, for the implementation of such mentioned actions, is IBSFC (International Baltic Sea Fishery
Commission). It is still unclear how IBSFC intend to implement such actions in the Baltic Sea Region. CCB will follow and lobby for a successful implementation of adopted actions.

Northern Dimension for EU and the Council of the Baltic Sea States(CBSS)
CCB will promote and communicate the proposals from our document ”NGO Vision for an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region”, including our views and proposals for sustainable development, to the Northern Dimension, the EU programme for northern Europe and relations with Russia. This will give support for the implementation of the environmental and the sustainable development components in the EU Northern Dimension. 

CBSS (Council of the Baltic Sea States), where EC is a member, has a key role for the implementation of the Northern Dimension. CBSS has contributed with proposed actions connected to Northern Dimension in 2001, including proposals for regional projects to solve regional problems, e.g. in Russia. 

In October 2003 the Northern Dimension, Second Action Plan 2004-2006 was approved by the European Council. Environmental NGOs can see the risk that the Northern Dimension will be too much focused on economic development, without sufficient attention to the environmental/ecological dimension. CCB intend to lobby for strong implementation of the sustainable development components for the Baltic Sea region in the EU Northern Dimension, through the Baltic 21 process and CBSS-Baltic Sea NGO Forum.

The CCB network will actively participate in the meeting, Baltic Sea NGO Forum, initiated by the German chair of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS), that was held first time in Lübeck, Germany, in May 2001, the second time, Baltic Sea NGO-Forum in St Petersburg in April 2002, in Turku, Finland April 2003, and in Pärnu, Estonia April 2004. In Pärnu CCB was appointed to be the thematic core network for the environmental activities of the Baltic Sea NGO-Forum. CCB used the forum to publicize the views and proposals of the CCB network’s Vision of an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region, to influence the NGOs and CBSS views on the components on sustainable development to the EU Northern Dimension Action Plan, and for development of the Baltic 21 concept.

Under the Polish presidency of CBSS, a 5th Baltic NGO-Forum in Poland is planned in April 2005. CCB organisations will actively participate in this event, which will give a chance to address CBSS with proposals from environmental NGOs/CCB on sustainable development for the Baltic Sea Region. CCB will e.g. urge for implementation of regulations on public access to environmental information, and for a successful implementation of the Baltic 21 Action Programme. CCB-participation will also give good chance to forward the CCB message and material to Baltic NGOs outside the environmental sector.

We believe that the CCB-activities will give support to improve the EU commitments for sustainable development of the Baltic Sea Region and Northern Europe.

5.2 Participation in Baltic Sea intergovernmental environmental cooperation with the Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission, Helsinki Commission, HELCOM
Short-term goals:

To promote the implementation of HELCOM recommendations and to influence the decisions by HELCOM in accordance with CCB views, strategies and policies. 

Influence HELCOM decisions by means of participation as a NGO-partner in HELCOM meetings, to keep contacts and lobby governmental and other sector representatives, and to present NGO opinions, position papers and proposals on special issues of CCB-concern, e.g. to secure a strong protection of endangered Baltic Sea species.

Description of activity: 
The establishment of the international and regional environmental NGO-network CCB, made it possible for Baltic environmental NGO’s to apply for, and to be granted observer status with the intergovernmental Baltic Sea environmental co-operation. CCB was granted observer status with HELCOM, its committees and working groups, in February 1991. HELCOM has all Baltic Sea bordering countries and European Community as contracting parties.

CCB is the only grass-root oriented network of environmental NGOs in the Baltic Sea Region, which is represented as observer within HELCOM. 

CCB participates as a joint lobby organization for the CCB member organizations towards the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM). CCB has regularly, since 1991, participated in HELCOM meetings and activities, and provided environmental NGOs views and proposals to representatives of HELCOM from governments, EC, intergovernmental organisations and agencies, industry etc. In 1994 CCB was appointed as adviser to the HELCOM PITF Working Group on Public Awareness & Environmental Education. The Joint Comprehensive Baltic Environmental Action Programme was adopted at a Diplomatic Conference on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area, with representatives from Baltic Region ministries, the European Economic Community (EEC) and Multinational Banks, in April 1992, and an Updating and Strengthening of the JCP was decided on at the HELCOM ministerial session in March 1998. 

Participation in HELCOM has been an important activity for CCB for many years and will continue to be so. CCB will devote a lot of resources to participate as an NGO-observer with the activities of the Helsinki Commission also in year 2005. CCB are going to focus our participation to the HELCOM’s Annual Commission Meeting and Seminars, HELCOM Working Group on agriculture (if it will continue its activities); HELCOM Heads of Delegation group meetings, meetings on implementation of the Baltic Sea Joint Comprehensive Action Programme (JCP), and HELCOM Habitat group, connected to nature conservation matters, e.g. seal recommendations. Other HELCOM groups may also get occasional visits.

CCB also actively follow the implementation in HELCOM of the declaration from the Joint Ministerial meeting of the HELCOM and OSPAR Commissions, June 2003, where statements on ecosystem approach, European Marine Strategy, environmental impact of fisheries and environmental impact of shipping, were adopted.  

We will try to influence HELCOM views and decisions by means of participation as a NGO-partner in HELCOM meetings, to keep contacts and lobby governmental and other sector representatives, and to present NGO opinions, position papers and proposals on special issues. 

Focus will be on issues related to decision on priorities for HELCOM the coming years, such as, water management tasks and relation to WFD and EU water policies, wastewater management of municipalities, nature conservation (e.g. protection of seals and wild Baltic salmon), coastal zone management and ICZM, implementation of the JCP, public awareness and environmental education and for openness and transparency in the decision-making process within HELCOM and the upcoming Baltic Sea GEF-project.

CCB will follow the activities of HELCOM with special attention to: 

- the adoption and implementation of the EU European Marine Strategy in the Baltic Sea Region

- provide proposals for effective strategies for marine protection

- implementation of the Up-dated Joint Comprehensive Environmental Action Programme (JPC) (also connected to nutrient pollution load from small- and medium sized municipalities)

- water/wastewater management – how HELCOM will promote and secure the successful implementation of the Water Framework Directive in the Baltic Sea Region

- Strengthening execution of the environmental and agriculture law, and implementation of the IPPC-directive, with regard to industrial animal farming in Baltic Sea region countries

- strengthening of Public Awareness & Environmental Education activities within HELCOM

- protection of naturally spawning Baltic Salmon (a variety of Atlantic salmon) and Baltic seals(Grey seal, Ringed seal, Harbour seal)(development of a balanced HELCOM seal recommendation);and Baltic Harbour porpoises 

- promotion for development of sustainable agricultural practices and organic farming in the Baltic Sea Region

- promotion of measures to minimise environmental impact from Baltic Fisheries on the Baltic Sea ecosystem, e.g. stop overexploitation of fisheries resources and minimising by-catch and discards

- protection against consequences of harmful installations and transports connected to oil handling, oil-extraction and implementation of internationally agreed standards for shipping

- protection against unintentional introduction of alien marine species to Baltic waters, and Baltic ports as sources for such introductions

- implementation of the recommendation on Baltic Sea Protected Areas (BSPAs) and marine protected areas

- promotion of the Integrated Coastal Zone Management approach, and presentation of views from the CCB report ”Checking coastal conservation-international requirements to safeguard nature on the Baltic Sea’s coast” to HELCOM meetings 

- promotion of measurements and regulations for safer shipping with respect to the strong increase in density of ships operating on the Baltic Sea

- reduction of emissions and spreading of toxic substances such as TBT and other hazardous substances

- to raise the issue of upcoming threats from planned constructions of hydro-electric power stations and dams to HELCOM, and presentation of proposals for actions to anticipate the potential loss of valuable Baltic Sea river ecosystems

- promotion of openness and transparency in the decision-making process within HELCOM and the Baltic Sea GEF-project

5.3  International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission (IBSFC)
CCB activities connected to IBSFC are described in the section 3.3.2 on Promotion of Sustainable Baltic Sea Fisheries practices. 

5.4 BALTIC FISHERIES REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (BALTIC RAC)

CCB activities connected to THE Baltic RAC are described in the section 3.3.2 on Promotion of Sustainable Baltic Sea Fisheries practices. 

5.5 ASCOBANS (the Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas)

ASCOBANS (the Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas) has an interim goal of restoring the population of harbour porpoises in the Baltic Sea to at least 80% of its carrying-capacity level.

CCB plan to follow the process on implementation of the Recovery Plan for harbour porpoises in the Baltic Sea, and plan to participate in the 12th Meeting of the Advisory Committee in April 2005.
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