Sub Area working groups at the CCB Annual conference 20 May, 2006, Lviv , Ukraine.

SUMMARY OF THE OUTCOME.

15 June 2006

MISSION OF CCB 

 The main goal of CCB is to preserve the unique nature of  the Baltic Sea and its coastal zones for future generations by protection of marine and coastal ecosystems, improving the environment in the Baltic catchment area, minimising actual and potential impacts inserted by activities undertaken and promoting a sustainable development in the Baltic catchment area.
CCB PRIORITY AREAS AND SUBAREAS

1 Promotion of good ecological water status 

With special focus on the following sub areas:

· Promotion of Sustainable wastewater treatment

· Promotion of Sustainable River Basin Management

· Promotion of Water Protection Measures in Agriculture
2 Prevention of installations and transports harmful to the Baltic Sea environment and coastal areas

With special focus on the following sub areas:
· protection of the Baltic sea environment from harmful impacts of installations and transports 

· promotion of sustainable development in coastal zones 

· protection of Baltic river ecosystems from harmful impacts of installations such as hydro-electric power plants, dams etc. 

3  Development of sustainable Baltic Sea fisheries.
With special focus on the following sub areas:

· Protection of the naturally spawning Baltic Salmon

· Promotion of Baltic Sea sustainable fishing practices
****************************************************************

SUGGESTIONS FOR SUB AREA ACTIVITIES AND SHORT-TERM GOALS FOR THE CCB WORK PROGRAMME 2007

WORKING GROUP NO. 1:
1.1 SUSTAINABLE WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT
Lead Party:
CCB Secretariat 

Short-term goals for 2007: “To promote the use of ecotechnology measures as sustainable and often cost-effective solutions to reduce the load of nutrients (and to support biodiversity and high degree of recycling of nutrients, and to save water and energy resources). To promote ecologically sustainable solutions for sewage treatment as an alternative to conventional wastewater treatment.”

Participants: 

Alexander Feodorov, CEI, Russia

Ekaterina Varzugina, CEI, Russia,

Vladimir Lukanin, Karelian Republican Council of  the  All-Russian Society for Nature Conservation, 

Marko Tikas, EGM Estonia

Maret Merisaar, EGM Estonia

Oksana Hubeni, Teacher from Ukraine (representing the Agency for Economic Development of the Radeshiv Region) 

Olehandr Voloshinsky .. Green Cross Lviv, Ukraine

Proposals for  CCB/SSNC/SIDA projects  2007 contained two applications about Sustainable Wastewater Treatment. These were:

Application No 7. Promotion of Sustainable Wastewater Treatment in St.Peterburg and Leningrad Region. (CEI)

And

Application No 20.  River Pollution Protection and sustainable Wastewater Treatment  by the Western Center of the Ukrainian Branch of the World Laboratory (WCUBWL)

CCB Board Meeting held one day before the conference had ranked the new project proposals and the preliminary proposal was to merge CEI applications for year 2007 No 7 and 9, to introduce sustainable toilets on the bicycle tour.

The application by WCUBWL was highly scored by the Board on the meeting. 

Alexander Feodorov opened the discussion by informing the participants of the workshop, that in summer 2006 the CEI plans to move forward with its activities in introducing the sustainable toilet systems to the summerhouse owners. They have been awarded by a CCB grant to organise 7 training seminars, and supported with equipment for demonstrating eco-toilet systems. There is a further need for producing and distribution of information materials on sustainable waste water treatment and for collecting statistical data on the current situation (Wastewater treatment in rural areas). It would be a good idea to build one demonstration site into a gasoline station, bus station  or local cafeteria to achieve a wide public awareness rising.

During the workshop the planned seminar on sustainable wastewater treatment to be held in St Peterburg in 2006 (end of October) was discussed. The location will be the same as in December 2005 (Tsarskoje Selo), the duration of the seminar will be 1 full day, without staying overnight, the participants will include owners of private houses who already have introduced some local single family house systems, to share their experiences (conflicts with local  environmental inspectors / sanitary inspection concerning the licensing) . One presentation could be given by a lawyer in Russia. There was a proposal to introduce good practical examples of reconstructed wetlands from Estonia. The reply was that it would be difficult to control the wastewater quality coming out of the reconstructed wetland due to missing legislation/standards for that. In the small villages in Russia and Ukraine there are no pipeline systems either for water supply nor waste water collection, so there is not possible to reconstruct  anything into “more sustainable”.  This also hinders the introduction of a demonstration site of a reconstructed wetland.  

Other participants could represent local governments, universities, business sector, water treatment plants, journalists, chairmen of the unions of summer house owners, designers of treatment systems. One of the new aspects of the seminar could be introducing the economic effects of the systems to attract the business sector (costs of construction/ exploitation).  It would be interesting to get a speaker from Finland to introduce the solutions for wastewater treatment in the rural areas.  

Oksana Hubeni introduced the water protection activities she is involved in. Her students have studied ground water quality and found that there is a too high content of fluorine and iodide in the water, causing teeth problems for children. She is willing to cooperate with CCB and will try to find possibilities to continue the student research in line with CCB campaign for ecological wastewater treatment.

Olehandr Voloshinsky from Green Gross Lviv has dealt with projects on modernising the treatment of wastewater and for environmental education for handicapped children. Other areas of his activities include standards for enterprises and free economic zone.  His practical experience was that the local inhabitants in the rural areas need quite primary educational materials explaining the relations between water protection and health care (hepatite, asthma as caused by water and air pollution). Otherwise no projects can be implemented due to local resistance. It should be taken into account that in the rural areas any kind of waste water treatment is missing. Even some monitoring of the river before and after a discharge point could be educational. Most of the recommendations by CCB are too expensive for the Ukrainian situation, although it would be good to continue with distributing of the translated booklets. Today resources for chemical analyses are short so only biological monitoring on the bases of indicator species is done very often.

Vladimir Lukanin from Karelia brought up the same subject as he had done one year before, in the WWT workshop held in Kaliningrad.  To his understanding, CCB should deal with point source pollution, to get more efficient results, It was explained again, that CCB is dealing with diffuse pollution and related environmental awareness rising. The Karelian Council of the All Russian Society for Nature Conservation are most concerned by the insufficient wastewater treatment from Petrozavodsk city as well as from the Kondopoga Pulp and Paper Mill. 

WORKING GROUP NO 2:

1.2 SUSTAINABLE RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT

Lead Party: Lithuanian Green Movement, Zvejone Club
Short-term goal for 2007: To promote the development of sustainable River Basin Management plane in all countries of the Baltic Sea Region.

To exchange experiences of river watch activities within the Baltic Sea region.

List of participants

1. Jurate Morkvenaite – LGM/ Club “Zvejone”, Lithuania  

2. Vera Ovcharenko – Green Word, St.-Petersburg, Russia 

3. Pavel Efremov – Novgorod Club “Ecology”, Velikiy Novgorod, Russia

4. Elena Moreva – Friends of The Baltic, St.-Petersburg, Russia

5. Lubov Serdechnaia – Neva River Clearwater, St.-Petersburg, Russia

6. Taras Hrytsyshyn – ECOVIL, Ukraine

7. Ilze Liepa – VAK, Latvia

8. Teiksma Purina – VAK, Latvia

9. Vladimir Maltsev – INECO, Ukraine

10. Dmitry Rybakov – Greens of Karelia

We are actively working and have experience: 

· River watch children monitoring – Latvia, Russia, Lithuania

· Public monitoring RUSSIA (Karelia, Velikiy Novgorod, St.-Petersburg, North-West Russia River Network), Ukraine RWN, Latvia.

· Educational Seminar- trainings – Ukraine (Kiev, Lviv), RUSSIA  (St-Petersburg, V. Novgorod), Lithuania, Latvia. 

· Public actions for cleaning up rivers RUSSIA, Ukraina, Latvia.

We suggest:

Two the most realistic ideas:

1. International River Watch seminar for experience exchange one day and second day planning of new common (international or trans-boundary) project. 

NW River network invite to the seminar in St-Petersburg or Latvia, VAC or Lithuania, Zvejone Club.

2.  Ask CCB to give support for producing of CCB RW CD-ROM in national languages + publish a paper version.
We also have ideas:

1. To join our affords in activities within “The Week of Sea” on the first week of September (initiative came from Latvia, VAC)

2. Arrange Festival of Rivers (Latvia, Russia already have such traditional action in spring time)

3. To work out the Unified questionnaire (=passport of river) for estimation of water quality and river’s ecosystem. 

4. Support of International Water day in different countries. It necessary to support of work local coordinators.

5. Public Local Action “Clean coast” or “Help Our River” with attracts attention of local public with active involvement in such activities local Authorities and state environmental departments, mess-media and business(initiative came from V. Novgorod)
WORKING GROUP NO 3:

1.3 WATER PROTECTION MEASURES IN AGRICULTURE


Lead Party: Polish Ecological Club
Short-term goal for 2007  
Activities at International level: 
	Possible planned activities 2007
	To be financed by whom?
	Responsible NGO/person
	Date for activity
	Rough estimated total cost

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Activities at Local level:

	Possible planned activities 2007
	To be financed by whom?
	Responsible NGO/person
	Date for activity
	Rough estimated total cost

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


WORKING GROUP NO 4:

2.1 PROTECTION OF THE BALTIC SEA ENVIRONMENT FROM HARMFUL IMPACTS OF INSTALLATIONS AND TRANSPORTS
Lead Party:
Green World 

Short-term goal for 2007: ?


Participants from; Rus Swe Est Pol 

To organize CCB working groups for the monitoring, information collection and strategy planning about the Harmful Installation:

· Transnational Gas Pipeline project (Robert Cyglicki, Vera Ovcharenko (?), Susanne Ortmanns);

· Nuclear electricity export, nuclear and radioactive substances transportation and the construction of the new NPPs in Russia and in Lithuania

Oleg Bodrov, Valdur Lahtvee, Janis Matulis, Saulius Pikshris +Norwegian Society for Nature Conservation);

Information collection and dissemination

To organize (with the cooperation of NGOs) parallel G8 meeting June 1-2 in SPb.

CCB Statement about the nuclear for G8 meeting.

To lobby International Fora that Russia:

· To ratify the Espoo convention in transboundary context

· To join the Arhus Convention  

CCB Letter to Finnish Presidency

To provide information about and lobby for the Clean Ship Approach (criteria for environmentally sound shipping) for stakeholders within the Baltic Sea Region. Concept exists in North Sea Area (from NGO network Seas at Risk). Inform and discuss with interested NGOs. Lobby HELCOM, ship owners, port authorities. (Susanne Ortmanns);
Goal: to reduce environmental impact from shipping

Information dissemination

WORKING GROUP NO 5:


2.2 PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN COASTAL ZONES
Lead Party: Friends of the Baltic
Short-term goal for 2007  
Participants:

	Name
	Organization
	E-mail, tel.

	Guna Grimsta
	VAK
	

	Katharina Diehl  
	IUCN
	

	Magdalena Stanishevska
	PEC
	Biuro@pkegliwice.pl

	Jorg Schmiedel
	BUND
	Js@blu-js.de

	Alexandra Jozewitch
	PEC
	Biuro@pkegliwice.pl

	Olga Senova
	FB
	

	Janis Matulis
	LaGM
	Janis.matulis@zalie.lv

	Lubov Chscheredina
	RFB
	


Problems:

1. Illegal building in the coastal zones in Latvia ,  Russia and Poland 

Proposals:

To prepare the CCB statement to the nearest Meeting of Environmental Ministers (Latvia VAK + Russia Friends of the Baltic + PEC Gdansk)  First draft - 10 June, Guna, VAK Latvia

Invite other CCB NGOs to the preparation of the statement (Friends of the Baltic)

2. Artificial shore protection  (Latvia, Poland, Germany…).

We need expert  references and CCB vision.

3. Unbalanced, too intensive industrial coastal development.

It is needed to form CCB position on the necessity of Complex EIA of the coastal areas 

To create the CCB strategy on the coastal protection and position and  we need  to bring together  interested NGOs (case study) and CCB experts.

4. Low public awareness on sustainable development 

	Financed by CCB
	Responsible NGO
	Dates

	CCB international seminar on the sustainable coastal development 
	VAK Latvia (or Friends of the Baltic"
	

	Youth competition of the projects on sustainable coastal development
	FB, VAK, 
	

	NW Russian seminar on Public  Participation Sust Coast Dep
	Friends of the Baltic
	

	Protection of coastal lagoon
	Guide Kaliningrad
	


	Financed by membership organizations
	Responsible NGO
	

	Monitoring of illegal building in coastal areas
	LaGM
	

	Observing of coastal municipality decisions on coastal
	VAK
	


The group supports the idea of CCB Label to the best municipal coastal decisions


Legislation side

Local goals and regional goals

Latvia - Illegal building- legalize. More help to influence to political level is needed.

CCB support is needed - letters to the  meeting of the environmental ministers - Guna VAK Latvia

Good and bad examples - first step. New step is needed

Common CCB strategy for coastal development

Make the informational materials for the local people (what is p;ossiblre to do

We should inform on this problem and 

The issue for CCB action plan - CCB can lobby on international level in the Baltivc Sea Action Plan

CCB can bring this problem to the polityical problem

 Cing up the illegal boating places

Expert review to formuate common CCB Artificial protection(concrete) - good or bad? Keep the natural coast line (let nature work)

To stop a see shore erosion.

Complex EIA - collect the problems and make recommendations how to do it -

Beach in Latvia - property of municipals / What is better - state or municip??

Eduaction

WORKING GROUP NO 6:

2.3 PROTECTION OF BALTIC RIVER ECOSYSTEMS FROM HARMFUL IMPACTS OF INSTALLATIONS SUCH AS HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER PLANTS, DAMS ETC.
Lead Party: Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC) 
Short-term goal for 2007: ?
Continueed monitoring of rivers with hydro power hot spots.

Finding solutions for demolition of old dams

Work on EIAs for Hydropower plants. 

· EIAs -  how are thery carried out? Who owns the process? It should be a neutral body 

· Problems to enforce the laws.

· How is Natura 2000 taken account for in the EIAs?

WORKING GROUP NO 7:

3.1 PROTECTION OF THE NATURALLY SPAWNING BALTIC SALMON
Lead Party: Green Federation, GAJA
Short-term goal for 2007  
Activities at International level: 
	Possible planned activities 2007
	To be financed by whom?
	Responsible NGO/person
	Date for activity
	Rough estimated total cost

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Activities at Local level:

	Possible planned activities 2007
	To be financed by whom?
	Responsible NGO/person
	Date for activity
	Rough estimated total cost

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


3.2 PROMOTION OF BALTIC SEA SUSTAINABLE FISHING PRACTICES
Lead Party: Green Federation, GAJA
Short-term goal for 2007  
Possible planned activities 2007

a) financed by CCB:

· Recovery of rivers and salmon spawning sites (Green World, Russia),

· Restoration of wild salmon habitats, preparation and awareness raising (Neman Environmental Group, Belarus in co-operation with Zvejone, Lithuania),

· Collection and distribution of good examples on salmon protection against poaching (Green Federation GAJA, Poland and Zvejone, Lithuania),

· Participation in work of the Baltic Sea Regional Advisory Council (CCB Secretariat)

b) financed by Member organization:

· Estonian National Salmon Forum in Spring (Estonian Green Movement, Estonia, in cooperation with an anglers organization),

· Publication on conditions of salmon habitats in Estonia (EGM),

· Spawning areas restoration camp (EGM),

· Presenting a successful establishing of a fish passage in Latvia (lobbying Latvian Ministry of Environment for monitoring of salmon populations in in rivers (VAK),

· Restoration of wild salmon habitats, preparation and awareness raising in the river Neman/Nemunas (Zvejone, Lithuania, in co-operation with Neman Environmental Group Belarus).

***************************************************************************
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	Responsible NGO/person
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Activities at Local level:

	Possible planned activities 2007
	To be financed by whom?
	Responsible NGO/person
	Date for activity
	Rough estimated total cost
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