DRAFT

IV Baltic Sea NGO Forum

Conclusions of the workshop “Sustainable Development: Baltic 21 Back on Track”

(1) Impacts of the EU enlargement

After the historical EU enlargement by 10 new member states on 1 May 2004 the Baltic Sea becomes an inland sea of the Union. It is a unique opportunity to draw broader international attention to the region and raise additional resources to guarantee sustainable development and conservation of the Baltic Sea.

(2) Creating the Baltic Sea NGO network

Comparing different civil society organisations uniting various interest groups, the environmental NGOs have probably the strongest existing international network in the Baltic Sea region. We don't see reason for creating a new network and to use and strengthen the Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) as a joint grass-root platform for promoting sustainable development and implementation of the Baltic Agenda 21. CCB was established already in 1990 and it unites today 27 national level NGOs from 9 countries. The status and activities of the CCB should be strengthened so that it can coordinate even more NGOs for joint action for the Baltic Sea.

It was decided in the workshop to develop CCB and establish the Baltic Sea NGO cooperation network in the Sustainable Development and Nature Conservation. The working group of cooperation network formed by the workshop was authorized to start organizing the work of the cooperation network.
(3) Proposals for CBSS ministerial meeting

* New plans for oil drilling in the Baltic Sea should be cancelled. Being a shallow sea with poor water exchange it is very vulnerable and even minor pollution will have severe negative results. We especially call upon the Russian Federation to abandon its plans for expanding oil drilling in D-6.

* As the fishing over-catch is a serious ecological problem for the Baltic Sea, the scientific recommendations by ICES (International Council for the Exploration of the Sea) should be followed by the IBSFC when deciding upon the fishing quota for different species.

* In the agriculture sector we call for financial support to various human activities in the rural areas (e.g. grazing animals) that help to maintain the traditional semi-natural landscapes typical of this region.

* Abundant wetlands are also typical of our bio-geographic region, while in many parts of the EU they have disappeared due to the environmental policies. NGOs call for recognising the important role of wetlands in maintaining the water management in natural systems.

* Governments should reach wide international agreement on banning the use of single-hull oil tankers in the entire Baltic Sea, also in the waters of Russian Federation.
* Oil handling capacities on the Eastern shore of the Baltic Sea already exceed the amount of potentially available oil for transit. Further investments into oil handling capacities should not be made. The governments must start co-operating to make sure that the investments made are economically feasible and joint plans of development for oil transit are compiled.

* National energy policies should be changed in favour of renewable energy sources. Lifetime of the existing nuclear power plants should not be expanded and plans for constructing the new ones should be stopped.
* Serious action is needed to stop illegal constructions and violation of the planning regulations to preserve the coastline of the Baltic Sea in as natural condition as possible.

Adopted at the IV Baltic Sea NGO Forum on 16-17 April 2004 in Pärnu, Estonia.
