
 Good news from Scandinavia, regarding the cable issue:
 The Swedish prime minister has answered a question in the Parliament 
 (Riksdag) about the cable and discussions EU-Russia in Lahti.
 The question came from a member of parliament from the Green Party.

Swedish prime minister Fredrik Reinfeldt had to answer in the Parliament (Riksdag) about the cable

The prime minister was in the Parliament to inform about the EU-Russia meeting in Finland, and Per Bolund from the Green Party asked him about the cable. 

Bolund’s question for the prime minister was concerning the power cable between Sweden and Finland, and its connection to Russian nuclear power, as a cable between Sosnovy Bor in Russia and Kotka in Finland is also under planning. This implies that Russian nuclear power, via Finland, will be sold in Sweden when the cable is ready, Bolund said, continuing saying that sustainable power production in Sweden would suffer from the competition with cheap Russian power, produced under low environmental and safety standards. 

Bolund said that the nuclear power in Sosnovy Bor is the oldest model of Chernobyl type reactor, even older than the one in Chernobyl that exploded. The reactors have reached their maximum lifetime, Bolund said, and since 2003 and 2005 operate on “time borrowed”. 

Bolund continued saying that it is double standards from Sweden and EU on one side trying to get Russia and Baltic states to close down their old and dangerous reactors, and on the other side construct powercables that will lead to prolongation of their lifetime. 

Coming to his question, Bolund asked the prime minister if the planned power cables had been on the agenda for the meeting, or if other power transfers between Russia and EU was a topic. 

Prime minister Fredrik Reinfeldt (representing the Conservatives and newly elected) said that during the meeting itself the question was not a topic. Reinfeldt used the opportunity to say that he found it a bit strange to force a closure of Swedish nuclear power plants and at the same time make us more dependent on nuclear power with lower environmental and safety standards. 

Reinfeldt also pointed to the fact that it was EU that made it possible to close down the sister reactor in Ignalina. That would not have happened, he underlined, had it not been a clear demand for Lithuania to enter the EU. Now there are discussions to build a new nuclear power plant for replacement, I guess we (probably meaning Bolund and himsef) have different views on wether this is good or bad, Reinfeldt said. Questions on efficiency, environmental safey, security etc are aspects in discussions. 

Bolund replied saying that at least we agree it is a bad idea to import Russian nuclear power, and that it is more dangerous for environment and health than Swedish power production. After some general remarks, he went on asking if the prime minister expressed any concern for the safety at Russian power plants during the meeting, or if anyone else lifted the question at the meeting. 

Reinfeldt replied that the meeting was more concerned with oil and gas that with electricity. He then said that still, nuclear power is an important subject to which we will return several times. After some remarks on growing energy demand in Europe and that the big resources are to be found in Russia, he ended saying that to reduce domestic power production is a bad solution, both for safety and environmental reasons, and that he finds it strange that the Swedish debate for such a long time has focused on closure of national power plants. 

The total of the debate can be found in the protocol from the Parliment, October 24. 

