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Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB), (www.ccb.se) a network of non-profit-making environmental grass-root non-governmental organisations, was established in 1990 and has since then been working to improve the environment in the Baltic Sea region.  

CCB is an umbrella network for 27 organisations together having  half a million members in 9 countries bordering the Baltic Sea. (Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Sweden) Eight of these countries are members of EU. 

Activities of CCB activities are primarily water-oriented, with the "river catchment approach" as an important component. This drainage area approach, and its consistent work on a grass root level, Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) is a unique organisation. 

CCB follows the policies and agreements decided upon by different intergovernmental actors, such as the European Community (EC), HELCOM, IBSFC and  the Baltic 21, watches if the Baltic Sea countries governments and authorities are follow these decisions. If  governments do not fulfil agreed decisions, CCB gives attention to the bad implementation of the policies and raises awareness among  different stake-holders like e.g. citizens, experts and decision-makers on the obstacles and possible ways for solutions. 

A common denominator for the CCB network is to look for the opportunities, to encourage a new and constructive thinking and to engage people to be part of the solutions instead of being part of the problems. 

MISSION OF CCB - The main goal of CCB is to preserve the unique nature of  the Baltic Sea and its coastal zones for future generations by protection of marine and coastal ecosystems, improving the environment in the Baltic catchment area, minimising actual and potential impacts inserted by activities undertaken and promoting a sustainable development in the Baltic catchment area.

FOUR WAYS TO REACH THE GOAL - . CCB works mainly through means of

• lobbying, 

• information, environmental education and other activities to raise public awareness, 

• concrete co-operation projects in the field, 

• support to member organisations.

CCB PRIORITY AREAS - In order to strengthen its efforts and the joint work to restore the marine envi​ron​ment of the Baltic Sea and for a sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region, CCB as an organisation has decided to focus on priority areas. 

Promotion of good ecological water status 

· Promotion of Sustainable wastewater management 

· Promotion of Sustainable River Basin Management 

· Promotion of Water Protection Measures in Agriculture 

Prevention of installations and transports harmful to the Baltic Sea environment and coastal areas

· Protection of the Baltic sea environment from harmful impacts of installations and transports 

· Promotion of sustainable development in coastal zones 

· Protection of Baltic river ecosystems from harmful impacts of installations such as hydro-electric power plants, dams etc. 

Development of sustainable Baltic Sea fisheries.

· Protection of the naturally spawning Baltic Salmon 

· Promotion of Baltic Sea sustainable fishing practices 

CCB and the EU water policies and Water Framework Directive (WFD)

The CCB network will with many different activities promote the successful implementation of EU water policies in northern Europe. The promotion of the river catchment approach will, as mentioned above, be a strong component in CCB’s Water Watch projects.  

CCB organisations will watch the interpretation and application of WFD into national water policies in Baltic Region countries. This includes e.g. to follow the planning for and the implementation of river basin management plans into national policies. CCB organisations will also try to comment and amend on river basin management plans, and to include views of water-oriented CCB priority activities into such plans. 

International NGO projects need an interest and input from at least 3 Baltic Sea countries.  

Common project idea 1 :

Important salmon rivers from minimum three Baltic Sea countries will be selected, where schools from different administrative regions will collaborate in elaborating a good management plan for the river from point of view of protecting salmon.  Such a project, supported by CCB, has recently been implemented  on national level by Estonian Green Movement on River Pärnu. International level project would involve schools from different counties, common seminars, exchange of info over internet.  Usage of new monitoring methodology will be practiced. A travelling exhibition of the results will finalise the project. 

· Possible Partners from Estonia, St Peterburg, Lithuania, Kaliningrad.
Common project idea 2 : 

Lobby for water protection measures  to be included into the Rural Development Plans will be done on national level and experiences will be shared on international level. Possible partners from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Denmark 

Some useful web sites with additional information  on public participation in water management: www.ctc.ee/index.php?lang_id=3
A publication with analysis of Russian legislation concerning possibilities and obligations for public consultations on water management www.riverdialogue.org/NGO/files/Russian_report_RUS.pdf
Water policy working group of the European Environmental Bureau: www.eeb.org
Baltic Environmental Forum co-operation on water protection: www.bef.lv
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