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Establish a Salmon Conservation Organisation for the Atlantic salmon in the Baltic Sea catchment

Today the management of the Baltic (Atlantic) salmon is handled by the IBSFC (International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission). 

The IBSFC, deciding on catch quotas for Baltic salmon etc, will probably be closed down, when Baltic Sea now has 8 EU countries and Russia. These matters will be discussed at the IBSFC next meeting in September 2004. A probable development is instead a Bilateral agreement between EU-Russia on Baltic salmon fisheries. 

The risk with such development is that other stakeholders, interested in salmon management ,

will not get access to the discussions on Baltic salmon management, giving them a chance to influence decisions on salmon management. 

For the best possible management of Baltic salmon in the future and also to secure the genetic variability of the Atlantic salmon, a salmon management organisation, open for NGOs, should be created for management of the Baltic salmon. Such organisation would be a parallell organisation to NASCO, but for Baltic salmon.

The name of such organisation could be Baltic Sea Salmon Conservation Organisation (BASCO or BSSCO). Such organisation could also be an important partner for NASCO. 

EU has many times stressed the importance to work with NGOs, and the dialogue with NGOs has been welcomed as very helpful. We hope that EU will secure that the NGO involvment, on management of Baltic salmon, will be secured at least with the same openness and transparency as within NASCO.

We ask governmental partners of NASCO, and especially EU and Russia, to consider establishment of a new structure-institution for the management of the Baltic salmon, e g the Baltic Sea Salmon Conservation Organisation, where NGOs will have at least the same opennness and transparency as within NASCO.     
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Coalition Clean Baltic is a network of environmental NGOs sponsored by:
( Danish Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Green Movement ( Tallin Society for Nature Conservation
( Finnish Association for Nature Conservation ( Finnish Society for Nature & Environment ( Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland, BUND 
( InfoBalt, Germany ( Environmental Protection Club of Latvia, VAK ( Latvian Society for Nature Conservation ( Lithuanian Green Movement 

( Lithuanian Fund for Nature ( Environment Information Centre, Vilnius, Lithuania ( Polish Ecological Club, PKE ( Green Federation - GAJA, Szczecin, Poland 

( Ecobaltic Foundation, Gdansk, Poland ( Ecological Library Foundation, Poznan, Poland ( Klub Gaja, Bielsko-Biala, Poland 
( Children of the Baltic, St Petersburg, Russia ( Ecodefense, Kaliningrad, Russia ( Neva River Clearwater, St Petersburg, Russia ( Green World, St Petersburg, Russia ( The Guide Environmental Group, Kaliningrad, Russia  ( Friends of the Earth, Sweden (Swedish Society for Nature Conservation 

( Swedish-Polish Association for Environmental Protection ( WWF Sweden

