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2003-10-03  CCB Press-release

Baltic Cod Fishing Quotas for 2004 – still a threat for the long-term survival of the Baltic cod. The Cod stock is planned to be overfished with 45 % for year 2004
2/3 of all wild Baltic salmon river populations are threatened, but  fisheries still allow for catches of threatened wild salmon, in mixed open-sea fisheries

Baltic Sea Region countries decided on a cod quota for 2003, that is 45 % above the scientific advice. Baltic region governments still squeeze out as much as possible from the threatened Baltic eastern cod stock. This mean that governments don’t implement a true precautionary approach for Baltic cod fisheries. The quota is preliminary for the Eastern cod stock, and can be revised in February 2004 in the light of updated catch forecasts. Some countries see this as a possibility to raise the cod quota even more.  

Baltic salmon is listed as a species in the EU Habitat Directive giving the EU-countries an obligation to adopt measures to ensure a “favourable conservation statys” for wild Baltic salmon. In spite of such obligations fishing for salmon will continue, where there is no chance to distinguish between a wild and a reared/released salmon.  

The biological advice has requested separate management of the Baltic cod stocks (Eastern + Western) for many years. Unfortunately the two Baltic sea cod stocks will still not be managed separately. No agreement was made for a separate management of the Eastern(east of Bornholm) and the Western Baltic Cod stocks. Because of political reasons, and the close enlargement of EU to Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, no agreement could be made. 

Most countries pushed for higher cod quotas for 2004 than the scientific advice.

Polish government, having a big interest in Baltic fisheries, pushed, during the negotiations, for much higher quotas for cod and salmon for year 2004, than the scientific advice. Poland had the same non-responsible approach for the fisheries policy last year. The position of Poland is remarkable, and gives great concern from NGOs for the restoration of the Baltic Sea fish stocks and the marine ecosystem. Poland is a country that has the biggest population in the Baltic Sea catchment, and its policies will be of crucial importance for a sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region. 
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(change in relation



to ICES advice)

	Cod
	< 42 600 tons
	61 600 tons
	+ 45 %

	Herring, south of Aaland Sea
	< 202 760 tons
	171 626 tons
	- 15 %

	Herring,north Baltic + Bothnian Sea and Bay
	< 61 240 tons
	61 200 tons
	+ 0 %

	Sprat
	< 474 000 tons
	420 000 tons
	- 11 %

	Salmon, Gulf of Finland
	fisheries only in areas where no chance of taking wild salmon
	35 000 salmon
	Unclear if ICES advice will be followed

	Salmon, Main Basin + Gulf of Bothnia
	410 000 salmon
	460 000 salmon
	+ 12 %


For the Eastern cod stock, an extended closed area in the Bornholm deep, was decided on under the spawning season. Today there is already a summer closure (June, July, August) for cod fisheries, and the extra time for this spawning closure is only 14 days in May, and would unfortunately not have any major impact to restore the cod stock.  

The EC has plans to introduce marking and tagging of passive gears, with both name and date when setting the nets, to get better control if the time limits for standing nets in the Baltic Sea are followed. Such procedure may substantially reduce discards, and can be very positive for fisheries management. 
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