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• Federal level    
Sole responsibility in the EEZ

Planning authorities

e.g. BSH (Federal Agency for Sea Shipping and Hydrography): 
Spatial planning, installations



• Federal level

• State level   
Schleswig-Holstein, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern

Planning authorities

e.g. spatial planning outside EEZ, 
large projects (power plants, large traffic installations, etc.)



• Federal level

• State level 

• Municipal level 
counties (Kreise) / municipalities (Gemeinden)

Planning authorities

e.g. most building permits, municipal planning



• Federal level

• State level 

• Municipal level

• Public involvement
NGOs like BUND, 
but also lobbying groups of industry, tourism, fisheries, etc.

Planning authorities



• Federal level verification of decisions of state level

• State level  verification of decisions of municipal level

• Municipal level

• Public involvement keep an eye on authorities‘ decisions

Historic Structure



• Federal level 

• State level

• Municipal level

• Public involvement keep an eye on authorities‘ decisions

„Streamlining authorities & decision processes“

Today‘s Structure



• Grant more responsibilities to municipal level 

• Eliminate planning & building restrictions

• Privilege economic issues over ecological and social demands

• Restrict the right to sue

Current Tendencies



• Increasingly built-up coastline 

• Mass of touristic and semi-touristic projects

• Diminishing difference between former East and West Germany

• New alliances: e.g. flood protection and environmental NGOs

Results of Policies & Practice



• Fehmarn Belt bridge
2011 - 2018

Current Mega-Projects

• Lubmin power plant
2010 - 2012



• Impact regulation of nature protection laws

• 100 / 200m coastal strip with restricted building

• Protected areas

• Public and NGO action

Chances for the Environment





Spatial planning 
in the German EEZ

http://www.bsh.de/en/Marine_uses/Spatial_Planning_in_the_German_EEZ
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