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Regional meeting on Baltic Sea Fisheries, 31 August 2004, Brussels

Proposals from CCB to EC, DG Fisheries

CCB has the following proposals for EC positions for the IBSFC session in September 2004.

Control of Baltic fisheries

New concepts for effective control of fisheries should be seeked in the Baltic Sea. 

Tracking of fish after landing by cross-checking of both sales and landings can an effective measure to control fisheries. 

We propose introduction of methods for comparison of landings records, sales records and tax records for fishing companies. Such procedures could start with the bigger fishing companies in the Baltic Sea Region.   

Control of illegal fisheries on the cod stock in the Sound area, between Denmark and Sweden

The Sound area is a closed area for cod fishery the whole year, but the Sound area has now and then high level of illegal trawling for cod, from Danish and Swedish fishermen. The fishery control of the Sound area should be strengthened, to stop all illegal trawling. Denmark and Sweden need to allocate substantial more resources for fishery control in this area.  

Management measures for Baltic cod

We hope that there very soon will come a proposal from the Commission to create a separate management of the Eastern and Western cod stock in the Baltic Sea. 

The eastern Baltic cod stock has a very problematic situation. ICES advice for the TACs in 2005 is “no fishing of cod on the Eastern cod stock”.

The advice from ICES on the Eastern cod stock must for the year 2005 acquire a strong impact on the EC position for the coming TAC.

DG Fisheries and Baltic governments must show that the old decision by IBSFC on a B-lim of 160 000 tons for the Eastern Baltic cod stock will get a real meaning when the EC form its position. 

The Precautionary approach, agreed upon for the new CFP must be applied fully for the Baltic Sea fisheries. If there is not complete information to set a new TAC on a scientific basis, the precautionary approach must be applied, and the agreed B-lim should be applied.   

The views from the fishing industry on future TAC levels, should only be taken into account if such information will be presented open and transparent in a written form with a high scientific quality, possible to scrutinize for all partners. 

Our conclusion from the ICES advice for 2005 is that substantial reductions  in the TAC for the Eastern cod stock must be applied for year 2005(more than 50 % of the TAC from 2004). If not, the whole system with ICES scientific advice must be questioned. The first ambition must be to get the spawning stock biomass for the Eastern cod stock to the level of 160 000 tons within 2-3 years.  

Management measures for Baltic salmon
TAC for 2005

The total landings of salmon in the Main basin of the Baltic Sea was 359 000 salmon, and 13 000 salmon in the Gulf of Finland in 2003.

The agreed TAC by IBSFC for the year 2004 were for the Main basin of the Baltic Sea was 460 000 salmon, and 35 000 salmon in the Gulf of Finland. 

The ICES Advice is, that fishery can be continued at current exploitation level.
That would mean that the salmon TAC’s for the coming year should be corresponding to the salmon landings in year 2003. Total Baltic salmon catch would then be 372 000 salmon for 2005. The total Baltic salmon TAC for 2004 is 495 000 salmon. If the total TAC for salmon would be 495 000 salmon, it is 25 % higher than the ICES advice

A higher exploitation level than current level/landings cannot guarantee the objectives for Baltic salmon management that has been set up.

Baltic salmon management compared to Atlantic salmon management

The management of the Atlantic salmon within NASCO is on a considerable more advanced level than the management of the Baltic salmon. NASCO apply components such as:

- Genetic analysis of the mixed stock fishery composition  

- Population Viability Analysis of the different Baltic salmon populations

- Establishment of a Baltic Sea salmon rivers database on the internet, open for the public

- Proper monitoring of returning spawners, by e.g. introducing automatic fish-counters in most Baltic Sea salmon rivers

- Consider phasing-out of mixed fisheries significantly exploiting more than 3 salmon stocks

- Develop management of mixed salmon fisheries that protect the weakest stock exploited

DG Fisheries has an essential role to bring in the experience from management of Atlantic salmon management to the Baltic Sea, since DG Fisheries participate in both of these forums.  

Baltic Sea salmon management should improve its management considerably to live up to the standards of salmon management within NASCO. 

Baltic Sea salmon and EC Habitat directives

We believe that it is important for EC and the Baltic Sea region governments to prepare Baltic salmon management in cooperation with Nature conservation sector. We ask DG Fisheries to prepare management measures proposals for the weak wild salmon river populations, many of them included in Natura 2000 areas, in cooperation with DG Environment. The Baltic Sea governments should prepare a joint standpoints for both Ministries of Fisheries and Environmental protection. 

