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Finnish EU Presidency to boost protection of the Baltic Sea environment.

For upcoming EU Presidency of Finland, Coalition Clean Baltic urges relevant Finnish authorities, while setting the agenda for the coming half year for EU policy planning and implementation, to consider possibility to address still burning issues of protection of the Baltic Sea Marine environment and give a boost to implement HELCOM recommendations. Baltic Sea has become literally an inner sea of European Union after accession of three Baltic States and Poland, thus giving unique opportunity to implement goals set by riparian counties of the Baltic Sea under framework of Helsinki Convention, goals which are still not achieved due to lack of commitment and tangible action both by EU member States and Russia.

We urge Finnish Presidency to achieve strengthening of the environmental pillar within Nordic Dimension Initiative of EU and to give to the environmental issues a permanent and prominent role within EU-Russian Dialogue besides the economic and energy issues. 

Main aim to rise environmental issues on negotiation table at EU-Russian Dialogue would be to strengthen cooperation within protection of the Baltic Sea Marine Environment and pursue Russia to commit itself for addressing of major unsolved environmental problems with particular emphasis on following:

1. Apply stronger shipping safety and environmental regulations concerning shipping of oil, radioactive and nuclear material and other hazardous cargoes through the Baltic. Urging Russia to join, with agreement of other Baltic Sea States, on declaring Baltic Sea into a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area and apply relevant IMO measures to protect it’s territorial waters from pollution;

2. Ask proper fulfillment of requirements of Espoo Convention on assessing cross-border environmental impact of developments of coastal infrastructure (expansion of ports, construction of new ports and industrial facilities), which may have negative impact. Urge Russia to join Espoo Convention;

3. Raise the issue of nuclear safety and increased risks of operation at Sosnovy Bor (Leningrad) Nuclear Power Plant due to unprecedented prolongation of operation time old RBMK-type reactors. Urge Russia to carry out proper EIA under strict international control while preparing construction of new reactors there.

4. Importance to apply an ecosystem and precautionary approach for Baltic Sea fisheries, as overfishing of Baltic cod is one of the main threats to the Baltic Sea marine ecosystem. The Baltic eastern cod stock spawning biomass is at historical low levels. Urge Russia to safeguard the wild Baltic salmon river populations, e g in Luga river, representing an unique resource for the salmon genetic variability in Gulf of Finland.   

In order to support democratic development within neighboring regions we urge that Finnish Presidency will address at the EU-Russian Dialogue also the issue of freedom of speech and freedom of operation of environmental non-governmental organizations as well access to environmental information, access to environmental decision making and access to justice on environmental matters according to the principles and provisions of Aarhus Convention.

On behalf of CCB
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Coalition Clean Baltic is a network of environmental NGOs sponsored by:
( Danish Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Green Movement ( Finnish Association for Nature Conservation 

( Finnish Society for Nature & Environment ( Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland, BUND ( InfoBalt, Germany 

( Environmental Protection Club of Latvia, VAK ( Lithuanian Green Movement ( Lithuanian Fund for Nature ( Environment Information Centre, Vilnius, Lithuania 

( Polish Ecological Club, PKE ( Green Federation - GAJA, Szczecin, Poland ( Ecobaltic Foundation, Gdansk, Poland ( Ecological Library Foundation, Poznan, Poland 

( Friends of the Baltic, St Petersburg, Russia ( Ecodefense!, Kaliningrad, Russia ( Neva River Clearwater, St Petersburg, Russia ( Green World, St Petersburg, Russia 

( The Guide Environmental Group, Kaliningrad, Russia  ( Friends of the Earth, Sweden (Swedish Society for Nature Conservation ( WWF Sweden

( Swedish-Polish Association for Environmental Protection 

