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Comments to the Green Paper "Towards a future Maritime Policy for the Union: A European vision for the oceans and seas"

CCB, the network of 27 major national grass root environmental organizations is representing more than half a million individual members/citizens in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR). Our main objective is to propose positive solutions for the protection of the Baltic Sea environment.

In its Green Paper "Towards a future Maritime Policy for the Union: A European vision for the oceans and seas", published in June 2006, the European Commission formulates approaches for an integrated European maritime policy for the first time, and has thus taken a welcome step which deserves support. Our seas need an integrated strategy which focuses on the conservation and improvement of the marine environment. 

We believe that the future European Maritime Policy should be based on an integrated approach to management of the marine environment and maritime affairs and involve all relevant sectors, such as shipping, coastal and port-based industries, fisheries, energy, tourism, agriculture and aquaculture.

The Commission describes the important contribution of the marine industries towards achieving the Lisbon objectives for the European Union. However, it ignores the fact that economic development and nature and marine conservation are interdependent. The environmental concerns could not have a lower status than the economic imperatives. A healthy marine environment is crucial to the continued economic development of the marine economy and prosperity of the millions of people who depend on the marine environment for their livelihoods.

Protection of the marine environment should form the cornerstone of an integrated maritime policy. The achievement of good environmental status must be the starting point for the maritime policy. The maritime policy must explicitly deal with the issue of integration of environmental considerations into each and every sectoral policy and activity. This is perhaps the most valuable practical service that the maritime policy process could provide. For far too long environmental integration has either been ignored, or attempts to integrate environmental considerations into sectoral policies have failed (e.g. in the case of agriculture and fisheries). Integrated maritime policy should also embrace such policies as the Water Framework Directive, the Common Agriculture Policy, the Common Fisheries Policy, the EU commitment to halt the loss of biodiversity. 

Excessive nutrient inputs to the Baltic Sea produce harmful effects: the extensive blue-green algal blooms observed in the Baltic Sea are obvious signs of eutrophication. About 50% of the nutrient load to the Baltic Sea originate from agricultural activities, despite the still prevailing extensive agriculture in the Baltic drainage basin (large part of Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania). The present CAP-scheme forces to the growing trend for industrial agriculture and specialization into either crop producing or animal breeding farms, which has become a systematic error in terms of environment protection and sustainability. The Green Paper takes little account of the eutrophication of the seas as a result of inputs from agricultural production. Instead, it still focuses primarily on discharges, although inputs such as nitrogen from agriculture are now the main source of pollution. The Common Agricultural Policy has been unable to prevent the current situation, with this sector now being responsible for most nitrate inputs into coastal waters. It reminds us that achieving of good environmental status of the seas needs that all sectors and policies should take into consideration their environmental impacts and the sustainability should always be focused.

An EU maritime policy must ensure the full and proper application of the ecosystem approach. Central to such an approach is the keeping of sustainable use and economic activities within ecological limits: maintaining the natural structure and function of ecosystems, including the biodiversity and productivity of natural systems, to ensure the sustainable use of ocean resources and services for present and future generations must be the principle focus of use management.

Spatial planning is an important tool to help achieve truly integrated ecosystem based management and reconcile sustainable use with environmental protection. It should address all maritime activities and be based firmly on the need to minimize the aggregate levels of human impact on marine systems. During spatial planning process the coherent and representative networks of Marine Protected Areas for biodiversity conservation must also be established. 

Environmental integration into fisheries management and ecosystem based management are pre-requisites to achieve more sustainable fisheries for the benefit of both fishers and the environment. Today’s fisheries policy takes too less account scientific recommendations and fisheries impact assessments prior to the activity are lacking, so the very destructive fishing practices such as bottom trawling is still in use. Environmental impact assessments (EIA) and strategic environmental assessments (SEA) should be used systematically for fisheries and other marine activities.

Improving maritime safety and oil spill response capacity should be one of the main priorities of the future European marine policy. Even one case could have devastating impacts on the fragile marine environment. Also, a lot of attention in the new maritime policy should be paid to illegal waste discharges. European Ship Building industry should focus more attention to the ships energy efficiency, safety regulations. Renewed facilities in ports for waste disposal combined with more effective inspections on the seas should decrease the illegal waste discharges to the sea. 

