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Preamble 

The Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga coastal areas are unique with still preserved rich natural and diverse ecosystems . The Latvian Coast includes 21 Habitats of the Red Data Book of Habitats of the Baltic Sea. Nature protected areas as e.g. national parks (2), nature parks (2), nature reserves (10) and a biosphere reserve cover 45% of total length of the Latvian sea coast.

Consequently the protection of the Latvian belt along the Baltic Sea coast and Gulf of Riga has been ensured over 150 years, mainly by the protection of coastal dunes’ forests and restrictions for building as well as for the extraction of valuable minerals according to the Latvian Law on Protected Belts (1997). Unfortunately, amendments to this law, introduced in February, 2002, empowered several local municipalities to lawless activities allowing uncontrolled building in the protected coastal dunes areas. 

Also in most of the other countries in the Baltic Sea Region, the pressure on the environment in the coastal region is considerably increasing.

The participants of the conference are deeply concerned about this development and urge the responsible authorities and all other relevant actors to consider the following demands:

In general the participants ask them:

· to promote the sustainable development of coastal areas which considers present situation without compromising the needs of future generations, and which does not promote one single development goal to the detriment of other development goals;

· to ensure that planning is a cross-sectoral development tool intended to promote economic and social development while simultaneously ensuring the protection, use and conservation of the natural environment and cultural heritage;

· to maintain existing forests and other coastal biotopes acknowledging the high biological diversity of international importance in coastal areas;

· to carry out Environmental Impacts Assessments (EIA) for coastal investment projects according to international standards;

· to protect biological diversity and prevent future urbanisation and building in the coastal areas recognising that natural landscape, high biological diversity and cultural heritage are important economic stimuli;

· to focus coastal zone land use recommendations on the needs of leisure activities and to ensure protection of landscapes and the environment;

· to ensure openness and transparency in the spatial planning development process and a broad public participation at an early stage;

· to raise awareness in developers, decision-makers and the public on methods and techniques of Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) and public participation;

· to supply permanent training and education to parties responsible for coastal zone management;

· to strengthen implementation of international conventions related to coastal zone management (Helsinki convention, Espo convention and Bern convention) in order to create legally binding international instruments for the protection of the Baltic Sea coastal environment;

· to assess and condemn instances of neglect and improper application of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) and spatial planning as environmental dumping, with reference to EU anti-dumping and fair trade competition;

· to implement fully requirements of the Espo convention and the Aarhus convention;

· that all people and projects are treated in an equal and indiscriminate way, regardless of people’s social position and project size

· to introduce common standards for coastal zone development based on the best available standards.

Specifically the participants urges the responsible authorities and relevant actors:

· to ensure that the national legislation of coastal zone protection (e. g. Law on Protected Belts in Latvia) does not give the right to allow exceptions to municipal councils;

· to stop destruction of coastal dunes forest biotopes (for example in Jurmala, Lapmezciems and Saulkrasti municipalities), which takes place within territorial planning processes, ignoring local legislation and international requirements;

· to give the right to NGOs to dispute in a court of law concerning the planning approval procedure; 

· to ensure survival of local small scale fisheries and fishing communities;

· to integrate practical requirements into planning processes to ensure the survival and development of cultural and historic landscapes;

· to deliver a final legal ruling on the issue of private properties in protected areas; 

· to ensure that the legal requirements of nature protection are implemented even in the case of economically important projects, such as new oil terminals, enlargement of existing ports and the building of new ports along the Baltic coast. 

The conference was inter alia attended by members of the following organisations:

· Danish Society for Nature Conservation,

· Estonian Green Movement / Friends of the Earth Estonia,

· BUND (Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland), FoE Germany,
· INFOBALT, Germany,

· Latvian Environmental Protection Club / Friends of the Earth Latvia, 

· Latvian Fund for Nature,

· Regional Environmental Centre for Central and Eastern Europe Latvian Office,

· Lithuanian Green Movement,

· Environmental Club “Zvejone”, Lithuania,

· Environmental Information Centre, Lithuania,

· Lithuanian Fund for Nature,

· Green Federation “Gaja”, Poland,

· Klub Gaja, Poland

· Polish Ecological Club - FoE Poland,

· Green World, Russia,
· The environmental group “Guide”, Russia,

· Children of the Baltic, Russia,

· Neva River Cleanwater, Russia,

· Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, Sweden.                             

