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High-Level Policy Dialogue on “EU Sanitation Policies and Practices in the 2008 International Year of Sanitation”

Brussels, 29th January 2007

Deutscher Caritas Center

Draft Agenda
09.0 0 – 09.30
Registration 

09.30 – 10.00
Welcome by Sascha Gabizon, Executive Director WECF 



Short introduction of GWP, CCB, EWP, KIWA Water Research

Presentation of a short movie on sanitation conditions in Eastern Europe

Moderators: Friedrich Barth – board EWP and Dr Ushi Eid, German Bundestag, Co-Chair UNSGAB

10.00 – 12.30 Session 1: Overview of the situation on water and sanitation in EU; EU policy and operational programmes in new member states - do they solve the sanitation problems?
Key notes

10.0 – 10.15
Cabinet member of Commissioner Markos Kyprianou, Health – protecting public health in the EU, progress on sanitation (to be confirmed) 

10.015 – 10.30
Cabinet member of Commissioner Danuta Huebner, Regional Policy – rural development and the role of wastewater and sanitation infrastructure (to be confirmed)

10.030 – 10.45
David Grant Lawrence Director Water, Chemicals Cohesion – DG Environment, European Commission (to be confirmed)

10.45-11.00 Comments and questions from the floor

11.00 – 11.15 Coffee Break

Presentations

11.15 – 11.30
WHO - Roger Aertgeerts – the present state of water and sanitation in East of Europe (10 min, 5 min questions)

11.30 – 11.45
Prof Thor Axel Stenstrom – Swedish Institute for Infection Disease Control - EU regulations related to water and sanitation and the hygienic risks related to poor sanitation practices (10 min, 5 min questions)

11.045 – 12.00
World Bank – Karin Shepardson (to be confirmed) 

12.0 – 12.15 Lucia Ana Varga Waters State Secretary Romania, Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development  – status of the funds granted to Romania in order to meet the aquis for wastewater treatment and sanitation, and how the funds can be used to improve the rural sanitation situation

12.015 – 12.30 Deputy Minister Lyubka Kachakova Bulgaria, Ministry of Environment and Water –  status of the funds granted to Bulgaria in order to meet the aquis for wastewater treatment and how the funds can be used to improve the rural sanitation situation

12.30 - 14.00
Lunch event at the European Parliament with speeches by Members of the European Parliament, representatives of the environmental ministers of Finland, Romania, Bulgaria followed by discussion

14.00 – 15.45
Session 2: Solutions and enabling factors and sectors needed to get involved
Key notes 

14.0 – 14.15
Kimmo Tiilikainen - Minister of Environment, Finland - example of the Finnish code on wastewater for households in rural areas (15 min)

14.015 – 14.25
State Secretary of the Rural Development, Bulgaria  (to be confirmed) (10 min)

14.025 – 14.35
Bettina Laville – State Council France - possibilities on initiatives and support from France for sustainable solutions in the area of Water and Sanitation in the CEE countries (10 min)

14.035 – 14.45
Questions and discussion

Presentations  

14.045 – 15.00
Prof Ralf Otterpohl, TUHH Germany, decentralized sanitation for rural areas (7-10 min, 5 minutes questions)

15.0 – 15.15
Prof Duncan Mara, Leeds University UK, affordable low tech sanitation systems for rural areas (10 min, 5 min questions)

15.15 – 15.30
Robert Zvara – small industry: soil filters / constructed wetlands in Slovakia (10 min, 5 min questions)

15.30 – 15.45
Daniel Villesot - President of EUREAU- what EUREAU is doing to improve the sanitation situation in small rural communities of the new EU member states (10 min, 5 min questions)
15.45 – 16.00
Diana Iskreva, Director Earth Forever, Bulgaria – previous projects in Bulgaria and sanitation improvements in the rural areas (7-10 min, 5 min questions)

16.00 – 16.15 Coffee Break

16.15 – 17:00
Panel discussion – comments on the draft position paper 

17.00 Conclusions by the chairs

17.30 Reception (wine & cheese)
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