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To

HELCOM/OSPAR secretariats

2003-04-07

Proposed amendment to the draft text on Fisheries for the Ministerial Declaration of the 2003 Joint Ministerial Meeting of HELCOM and OSPAR (HODEM 2003, summary record, Annex 5)

Submission by Coalition Clean Baltic

Background

In connection with the Joint HELCOM-OSPAR Heads of Delegation meeting in Berlin 26 – 27 March 2003, when the Annex 5 on Fisheries was discussed, some delegations mentioned different fishing techniques/fishing gears that were of special concern when it comes to by-catch and damage of sensitive habitats. Informal discussions with participants at the Berlin meeting also indicated that some HELCOM/OSPAR delegations have an interest to include examples of  fishing techniques of special concern into the Annex 5 on Fisheries. 

Because of this CCB proposes that fishing techniques such as driftnets and bottom-trawling should be mentioned under paragraph 6 g in the annex on Fisheries.

We also support the inclusion of the text in 6 g, in brackets, “and to establish targets and bycatch limits for non-commercial species” to be included into the final text of Annex 5. It is most appropriate to include such text because the concept with limits for by-catch is already applied in the fisheries sector.

Action requested

Proposal for amendment to paragraph 6 g

The proposed amendments are marked with italics.

“The need to minimise the by-catch on non-commercial species and to avoid damage of sensitive habitats (e.g. from fishing techniques such as driftnets and bottom trawling) and to establish targets and bycatch limits for non-commercial species, by doing so contribute to the protection of those species and habitats identified by the two Conventions that are in need of protection;” 

