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June 2007 

CCB submission to HELCOM BSAP Task Force Lead parties on Biodiversity and Nature Protection component, Estonia and Poland

Proposals for amendments to the document 3/7 (Helcom BSAP Task Force 6/2007) on the Biodiversity and Nature Protection segment of the draft BSAP

Many of the proposed actions related to Baltic Sea ecosystem-approach management and fish stocks were deleted, of unclear reasons, in the new draft on the Nature Conservation segment presented by the Lead Countries Estonia and Poland at the June meeting, in relation to the document (3/10/rev1) that was presented at the Task Force meeting in April.  

At the BSAP Task Force meeting in June, CCB noticed the scarcity of actions related to safeguarding the commercial fish stocks, and proposed reconsideration of all actions related to fish stocks elaborated in the document 3/10/Rev1 from the Task Force 5 meeting. 

As the EC and all Contracting Parties being EU Member States have a study reservation in relation to actions addressing fisheries, we find it very important that all relevant proposed actions for the BSAP related to fisheries and discussed at BSAP Task Force meetings will be forwarded for consideration to the discussions within EC and its Baltic region member states. 

In accordance with this CCB propose that the following actions below, from earlier drafts, will be amended as actions for the next draft of the Biodiversity and Nature Protection chapter of the BSAP. 

1. by approving the goal that Baltic cod stocks will reach its natural distribution area in Baltic proper, to safeguard viable cod stocks as a crucial species for the Baltic Sea eco-system, and introduce fisheries management measures to guarantee such goal

2.  by development of improved control of landing reports for salmon and sea-trout, that distinguish between these species, for long-term safeguarding of all wild salmon populations 

3. by development of appropriate ecological release and restocking methods for salmon, with a proposal for a EC-permission procedure for salmon artificial restocking and transplantation in the Baltic Sea for EU Member States and introduction of corresponding procedures in Russia

4. by 2010, Contracting Parties in their marine waters, where appropriate and scientically justified, to designate, three areas spatially and/or temporally closed for fisheries in order to protect fish species close to or outside safe biological limits and wintering seabirds 

5. by 2009, develop jointly a Baltic programme for increased possibilities for naturally spawning of eel in the Baltic Sea drainage basin 

(Comment: such action would be a Baltic regional plan to contribute to the implemention of the EC plan for conservation of eel )

