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20 February 2007 

CCB submission to HELCOM BSAP Task Force Lead parties on Biodiversity and Nature Protection component, Estonia and Poland

Proposals for amendments to the document 3/23 on the Biodiversity and Nature Protection chapter of the draft BSAP

Proposal for amendment for the Biodiversity and Nature Protection chapter of the draft BSAP

Under 3.3.1 Viable populations of species – Targets

- Baltic cod stocks recovered reaching its natural distribution area by 2012

Comment: Cod has, from an eco-system approach, a very important role as predator in marine and coastal ecosystems of the Baltic Sea. Today cod can be found mainly in southern Baltic. In the future cod should be found in viable populations in at least the whole Baltic proper.

- by 2015, as the short-term goal, reach a production of wild salmon populations of at least 80% of the best estimate of potential production (for very weak wild salmon river populations 50 %) , and within safe genetic limits, based on a inventory and classification of Baltic salmon rivers (text with some new changes)  

Under 3.3.2 Viable populations of species – Indicators

- number of ships, entering the Baltic Sea, reporting on origin of ballast water

- number of harbour porpoises bycatched in fisheries (New para)

- number of rivers with sustained populations of Baltic sturgeon (a new word added)

- salmon smolt production in wild salmon rivers, where possible, number of returning female spawners to wild salmon rivers 

Under 4.1 International actions

To add to important proposals for a Baltic salmon management that will safeguard the wild salmon populations

- to propose to EC to develop better control of landings that will distinguish between salmon and sea-trout

(Comment: this action is extremely important e g in Poland where fisheries inspection do not control this. ICES report that salmonid Polish landings from southern Baltic report 90 % sea-trout and 10 % salmon. Other countries salmonid fisheries in the same section report 90% salmon and 10% sea-trout. Most probably there is a misreporting in Poland, because  there is no quota and minimum landing size (60 cm) for sea-trout, which means that it is allowed to land as much sea-trout as you wish. The Polish misreporting can correspond to 50 000 salmon per year. The outcome of this is that the whole TAC-system on salmon is a “joke”, at least in Poland. 

This situation can also explain the very low returning of spawners to wild salmon rivers in the Baltic proper. This is the main eco-system approach reason for an action. So we need an Action.) 

- and to introduce EC-permission procedure for artificial restocking and transplantation of salmon in the Baltic Sea

Comment: 75% of all salmon in Baltic is farmed and released (and the majority of this salmon have Neva salmon as genetic origin) and 25% is naturally spawning. Out of about 45 wild salmon rivers, 26 rivers have weak wild salmon populations. 

To safeguard these population, in accordance with the EU Habitat directive for Atlantic(Baltic) salmon, and reach “Good Favourable Status” for Baltic salmon, the genetic variability must be guaranteed, through a EC (not National) permision procedure for releases. 

Today we have problems that must be solved:

*Finland – almost all salmon releases have Neva salmon origin, and not the genetic origin from the ICES assessment area (6 Baltic salmon assessment areas have been appointed, in accordance with each area with its separate genetic variability). With the problems with strayers of farmed salmon to wild rivers, such situation will destroy the wild populations. 

* Estonia – has during a number of years released Neva salmon in some of its small salmon rivers (hopefully this practice now is stopped), which destroy the wild salmon stocks

The conclusion from this is:

* salmon with non-native origin should never be allowed to introduce in wild salmon rivers

* always use salmon for releases within small genetic variability from the native populations in corresponding area 

4.3 National Actions

Some changed wording in para 7

- by 2009 establish salmon river management plans to safeguard at least 10 weak wild salmon river populations in the Baltic Sea Region, and reintroduce salmon in 4 potential salmon rivers
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