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Proposals for amendments and changes in the 2nd Draft on Technical Measures Regulation for the Baltic Sea, prepared by DG Fisheries, and to be discussed at a stakeholders meeting on Baltic Sea fisheries in Brussels 15 April 2004 

CCB has the following proposals for amendments and changes:

Article 2 g – Definitions

Proposal for definition of “beam trawl”

- “beam trawl” for flatfish means a gear with a (bottom trawl) net open horinzontally by a steel or wooden tube, the beam, and netting with ground chains/chain mats/tickler chains, actively towed on the bottom by the boat engine.

Comments: The proposed definition fits better with the FAO definition of beam trawling. Of most importance is to describe the gear components having a strong impact on the ecosystem, in this case the bottom-sediments, because such components are the main reason to “prohibit specific structures” in Article 6 i – “any beam trawl”. 

In the Baltic Sea beam-trawling is only relevant for flatfish, not for shrimp fishing.  

Article 6 – Specific prohibited structures

Ban on driftnets in the Baltic Sea from 2008.

The newly decided regulations on the phase-out of driftnets in Baltic Sea fisheries until 2008, should also be included into Article 6.

Article 19 – Restrictions on fishing for salmon and sea trout

The proposal from the DG Fisheries is to delete the closed season, 1 April to 15 November, for drifting lines and anchored floating lines, and only keep the closed season to the period 1 June to 15 September. This means that 4 months of the annual closed period will be deleted. 

The reason for this proposal from the Commission is unclear.   

As we understand one reason for the longer closed period was that salmon fishing during this period, in parts of the Baltic Sea, gave a high mortality for juvenile salmon,1-year old, and undersized A longer closed season can also give better possibilities for wild Baltic salmon to return to their home rivers, and by that give better prerequisites for spawning and natural reproduction of  weak wild salmon river populations. A longer closed period can give an important support to safeguard all weak wild Baltic salmon river populations. 

Our proposal is that the closed season, 1 April to 15 November, for drifting lines and anchored floating lines in Baltic salmon fisheries shall stay, if no factors of vital importance for a change can be presented. Such proof can be scientific studies that can back up the proposal to delete 4 months of the closed period. A critical closed period today, but now proposed to be changed, can be 1 April to 1 June, when salmon migration still is ongoing. 

Article 25 – Prohibited fishing gear and practices

Proposal for an amendment of a new indent number 3:

“Any fishing gear and practices not described in the EC Technical Measures Regulation for the Baltic Sea, from ……(number , date). 2004, is prohibited. New fishing gear and practices must go through a permission procedure at the Commission before being applied. 

Article 27 – Artificial restocking and transplantation

CCB would like to see major changes in this paragraph, so negative ecological and biodiversity effects of artificial restocking and transplantation can be controled by the Commission in its waters in the future. 

Proposal for a new text for Article 27:

- This regulation shall apply to fishing operations conducted for the purpose of artificial restocking and transplantation of living aquatic resources which is planned to be carried out by a Member State. Planned artificial restocking and transplantation have to be approved by the Commission before such activities can be implemented by a Member State. 

Comments: Many negative effects of artifical restocking and transplantation have been observed, e g on biodiversity, and is likely to happen if the EC won’t introduce regulations and restrictions for artificial restocking and transplantation. As the Commission has exclusive competence on fisheries matters and marine resources, any activities that can have negative impact on fish stocks and the marine ecosystem must be controled by the Commission.  

The proposed wording above would be in line with documents prepared for the new EU Marine strategy, and outcome from the stakeholder conference in December 2002, where concerns were expressed on “reduced genetic diversity resulting from artificial stocking programmes” in relation to loss of marine biodiversity.

Above proposed wording would also support the concerns on threats to the marine biodiversity coming from extensive artificial stockning programmes, expressed in the document on Eco-system approach to marine management, adopted by the ministerial meeting of OSPAR and HELCOM in Bremen in June 2003. 

Annex IV – Minimum sizes

The minimum size for salmon in the Baltic Sea is 60 cm. The same minimum size, 60 cm, should be introduced for sea trout. Salmon and sea trout are usually caught together in a mixed fishery. The same minimum size should therfore be applied.  

