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18 June 2005 

To 

Participants of the IBSFC salmon surveillance group meeting

27-28 June 2005 in Sweden

Information on wild Baltic salmon in Belarussian rivers on the Neman/Nemunas river basin

Enclosed to this letter is a brief report on Baltic salmon in Belarussian rivers.

We are happy to report that wild Baltic salmon still exist in Belarusssian areas of the Baltic catchment. We believe that these facts are of most importance to consider for the management of the wild Baltic salmon. 

We hope that representatives of the IBSFC Salmon group meeting seriously will consider this new and important information.   

CCB will support a more detailed study of Baltic salmon in Belarussian rivers, planned to be finalised and presented in the end of 2005.

CCB positions:

The information in this brief report on Baltic salmon in Belorussian rivers strengthen the importance to perform a management of the Baltic salmon that safeguard all weak wild Baltic river salmon populations, also in Belorussian rivers.
An important fact to understand is that the Baltic salmon reaching Belorussian rivers are the most strong and viable salmons, migrating 300-400 km in rivers from the Baltic Sea to their spawning sites. Such wild Baltic salmons represent a very valuable genetic resource, extremely important to safeguard for the future. The Belorussian salmon, and its genetic resources, have the best genetic potential to be used for reintroduction of salmon to potential elongated Baltic rivers, far-reaching into the Baltic drainage basin, e g the Vistula river in Poland.   

The only effective way to safeguard the wild Baltic salmon populations we can see is to

· limit the fisheries on mixed salmon populations, mainly in the main basin of the Baltic Sea

· stop all fisheries in the river, rivermouth area and nearby coastal areas, that can catch salmon during the salmon migration and spawning period

Best regards

Gunnar Noren, Exec secr to CCB

