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CCB proposals for actions to the new HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan – Baltic salmon

Below you find proposals for important actions to be included into the draft BSAP

Actions concerning Biodiversity and Nature Conservation

Protection of wild Baltic Salmon

Objectives for the Baltic Salmon management Plan

1. As a long-term goal for each Baltic salmon river with natural production to attain full production, of the best possible estimate potential production and a self-sustained population within safe genetic limits, by 2020. 

2. To manage Baltic salmon to safeguard as many returning female spawners to each salmon river, so the total potential spawning areas will be fully utilized.  Salmon eggs from a minimum of 200 returning female spawners will be hatched at spawning bottoms of each salmon river, with focus on the weak wild populations.

3. Develop individual salmon management plans for each salmon river until 1 July 2009. 

4.  The Baltic salmon resource will be utilized for the optimal socio-economic benefit for the society.      

5. Introduction of an EC-permission procedure for artificial restocking and transplantation of salmon in the Baltic Sea, concerning genetic origin , the applied life-stage of salmon to be released, size of smolts, and the number of released smolt/eggs. 

Monitoring of Baltic salmon rivers
- Develop the yearly national reporting format for salmon monitoring to include all appropriate parameters until 1 July 2008.

Regulations of open-sea, coastal- and river fisheries for Baltic salmon

- To set a minimum landing size of 60 cm, and a maximum landing size of  90 cm (maximum landing size at least for areas 30,31,32 ;Gulf of Bothnia and Gulf of Finland), for salmon and sea-trout in Baltic Sea fisheries.

- To adapt the fishery rules for long-lines and floating achored lines salmon fisheries (size of hooks, number of hooks, open/closed seasons in different geographical areas), to secure the return of at least 200 female spawners to each salmon river with natural populations. 

Artificial restocking and transplantation of salmon in the Baltic Sea 

Introduction of a permission procedure for artificial restocking and transplantation of salmon in the Baltic Sea.

-Such regulation shall apply to fishing operations conducted for the purpose of artificial restocking and transplantation of living aquatic resources which is planned to be carried out by a Helcom contracting party. Planned artificial restocking and transplantation have to be approved (genetic origin , the applied life-stage of salmon to be released, size of smolts,  and the number of released smolt/eggs) by Helcom before such activities can be implemented by a Contracting party. 

(The procedure can be the following: A group within Helcom Habitat or/and ICES-WG BAST and national experts on “Salmon population research unit for investigating, evaluating and informing ICES on the genetic status of Baltic salmon”, will give advice to Helcom. Helcom give a recommendation to Contracting parties.

- For all releases of salmon require/(recommend) the use of as early life-stages as possible, preferably as eggs, larvae and parr.  

- Rearing of salmon smolts shall be performed to copy the natural cycle for development, e g of sexual maturity and growth development. All smolts released will not exceed older life-stages than “1-year” or a “certain length”(to be defined), to guarantee a high quality of smolts.    

- All farmed and released salmon smolts in the Baltic Sea shall be fin-clipped (Adipose fin-clipping ) by 2008. 

Salmon terminal fisheries

Salmon terminal fisheries will be directed towards salmon rivers and corresponding river mouth areas with farmed and released salmon, where wild salmon constitute maximum 10 % of the total catch.

Mitigation of seal damages on Baltic salmon fisheries

- Develop a careful documentation and records on how much salmon that is destroyed by seals in fishing gear, and how many salmon fishing-gear that is destroyed.

- Give recommendations to the Contracting parties and the Commission to give financial support for seal-safe fishing gear.

Protection of wild Baltic salmon 
- Establish Natura 2000 areas for protection of salmon populations, primarily in all salmon rivers prioritised in national programmes. All areas for salmon spawning and breeding shall be protected, and salmon river management plans shall be etablished by 2010.  

- Establish Helcom decisions and national legislation that will prevent any new constructions in salmon rivers that may stop migration of native salmon in Baltic salmon rivers.

Gulf of Finland

- Develop a separate salmon management plan for Gulf of Finland

-For protection of the native salmon populations in Gulf of Finland, develop recovery programmes for native salmon rivers in Estonia and Russia, including actions to improve selectivity of harvesting, prohibit coastal fisheries at sites likely to fish wild salmon, stop poaching in native salmon rivers, and prevent all fishing in rivers and river mouths supporting wild stocks.

Fisheries control and enforcement

- To develop effective instruments to control salmon fisheries and landings in Baltic salmon fisheries, and to secure that all control and landings will distinguish between salmon and sea-trout and always separate reported landings on salmon and sea-trout. 

- If needed develop education programmes for fisheries controlers to distinguish between salmon and sea-trout.

Tasks to ICES on Baltic salmon management

- To study and describe the main migration behavior and migration patterns of different salmon stocks (wild and released), especially in the Gulf of Bothnia , and e.g. explain what feeding areas do salmon, that orginates from different parts of the Baltic Sea, use and for how long they stay there.  

- To describe what salmon stocks the salmon fisheries, in different areas of the Baltic Sea, are utilizing.

- Describe to what extent the approach of construction of well-functioning salmon fish-ways (for migration of returning spawners, and for out-migration smolts )  in wild salmon rivers have been applied (which rivers have well-functioning fish-ways for salmon)

- To give advice for the need of regulations how the long-lines salmon fisheries (number of hooks, size of hooks, open-closed fishing periods, regulations of  fisheries in certain geographical areas)  shall be managed to secure the weak native salmon populations. 

- To establish an expert group on Baltic salmon, within Helcom/ICES and/or expanded outside ICES, with the most competent international expertise, to evaluate a proper management of Baltic salmon, and to give management proposals to secure the long-term survival of all weak wild salmon river populations and the genetic variability of wild Baltic salmon, in a 50 - 100 year period perspective.
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Coalition Clean Baltic is a network of environmental NGOs sponsored by:
( Danish Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Green Movement ( Finnish Association for Nature Conservation 

( Finnish Society for Nature & Environment ( Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland, BUND ( InfoBalt, Germany 

( Environmental Protection Club of Latvia, VAK ( Lithuanian Green Movement ( Lithuanian Fund for Nature ( Environment Information Centre, Vilnius, Lithuania 

( Polish Ecological Club, PKE ( Green Federation - GAJA, Szczecin, Poland ( Ecobaltic Foundation, Gdansk, Poland ( Ecological Library Foundation, Poznan, Poland 

( Friends of the Baltic, St Petersburg, Russia ( Ecodefense!, Kaliningrad, Russia ( Neva River Clearwater, St Petersburg, Russia ( Green World, St Petersburg, Russia 

( The Guide Environmental Group, Kaliningrad, Russia  ( Friends of the Earth, Sweden (Swedish Society for Nature Conservation ( WWF Sweden

( Swedish-Polish Association for Environmental Protection 

