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CCB proposals for 

HELCOM Input to the CAP Health Check

Joint submission by HELCOM Contracting parties and  EU member states of the BSR

Proposals for texts for the document:

Introduction

 Baltic Sea, nowadays an European inland water, is a heavily eutrophicated European sea.

The special characteristics and vulnerability of Baltic Sea for eutrophication and nutrient load calls for special EU-measures to control the nutrient run-off in the Baltic catchment. 

50 % of the total nutrient load to the Baltic Sea comes from agricultural nutrient run-off in the Baltic catchment. The control of agricultural nutrient run-off is crucial to the ability to solve the Baltic Sea eutrophication problem. 

The role of agriculture

CAP-subsidies is the most important instrument to influence and control agricultural production and its environmental impact in the Baltic Sea Region. 

Agricultural economic sector should strive towards views where the economic outcome of agriculture is of equal importance with the agricultural sectors environmental impact, in the planning of agri-production in the Baltic Sea Region. 

The European Commission should take into account the special vulnerable ecological conditions of the Baltic Sea and thus speed up the reform of Common Agricultural Policy in this region, to support an agricultural production that stop the harmful nutrient pollution to the Baltic Sea. 

We,  EU Member States in the Baltic Sea Region find it of most importance to modify CAP-subsidies and provide possibilities, so a substantial and sufficient share can be used to control agricultural nutrient run-off in the Baltic catchment. 

Cross-compliance with Water Framework Directive

Promoting agri nutrient run-off reduction measures is also of most importance to have a possibility to reach the Good Ecological water status for the WFD in many BSR countries, which also is direct connected to Baltic eutrophication. 

Detailed proposals for the joint submission 

* Two ways for adjusted CAP-subsidies may be possible

1. Modify general regulations for the CAP-policy for whole EU-region, that gives Baltic Sea Region EU Member states possibilities to use a sufficient share of agri-subsidies to control agri nutrient run-off effectively. 

2. A future Regional approach for CAP. 

Introduce special rules/guidelines/programmes for agri-subsidies in the Baltic Sea Region (Est, Lat, Lith, Pol, Fin, Swe, Den, Germany –Mecklenburg-Vorpommern & Schleswig-Holstein) to provide special CAP agri subsidies to effectively control the agri nutrient run-off. .

* We high-light and encourage the importance of increased subsidies for nutrient balanced farming practices favouring of farms that produce both plant and meat-products. 

* We encourage compulsory modulation , moving of at least 20 % of the pillar I subsidies into pillar II, specially for Axis 2, on the national level, and using such financial resources mainly for agri-environmental schemes and give extra subsidies for measures to prevent nutrient run-off , such as organic farming; soil cultivation in spring-time, instead of autumn soil cultivation; buffer zones along ditches, watercourses and wetlands; the wider buffer strips the more subsidies; growing of catch-crops , with subsidies per hectar of winter-green crops

* We encourage the introduction of possibilities  for  EU Member states to be able to use modulated funds in RDP without national cofinancing.

* We support financing for measures to restore or reconstruct wetlands as effective nutrient traps in the Baltic Sea catchment countries 

* We also support, in case of national top ups from national budgets to Pillar I subsidies, such top up financing should only be given to environmentally friendly farms, such as nutrient balanced farms, extensive /organic farms etc. 

* We encourage CAP Health-check to consider the production of energy crops. Water protection requirements  should be the same for growing any kind of crops ( independant of food, fodder or energy crops) , as the requirements for Good Agriculture Practices for food production.  A strong overfertilisation, often accompanying the energy crop production, should not be allowed. 

We support requirements for maximum 1,5 Animal Units per hectar, like CAP subsidies requirements for organic farming in Pillar II, Axis 2, to be extended also to conventional farming (supported by Pillar I) in the Baltic Sea drainage basin, to strengthen the control of nutrient run-off.  

