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Background to the new EC Baltic Salmon Management Plan
The management of salmon in the Baltic Sea is subject to the Salmon Action Plan (SAP) adopted by the International Baltic Sea Fisheries Commission (IBSFC) in 1997. Since the time period covered by SAP will end in 2010 and the plan is already obsolete relative to fishing, the European Commission has decided to develop options for a new SAP. EC has requested ICES to provide scientific advice on management of Baltic Sea salmon. The ICES advice was published in June -08 with some later additions (see doc 1). 
EC has also requested a socio-economic study of the SAP that will be performed by a research group at the Helsinki and Oulu Universities in Finland. The aim is to involve as many stakeholders in the evaluation as possible. The results will be presented to the EC in late November -08. 
These two studies together with input from STECF (Scientific, Technical, Enonomic Committee for Fisheries) will form the basis for the EC draft longterm management plan for salmon. 

However, the process has been delayed. The initial time table was to have all the background material ready so there could be a stakeholder meeting in September -08 and presentation of the new EC Baltic salmon mangement plan late -08. The stakeholder meeting has now been postphoned and is likely to take place some time January-February 2009. The draft regulation will probably be presented some time in spring 2009. 

Since the process has been delayed there is now a window of opportunity to try to influence both MS and the EC to take responsible actions in this new longterm managementplan for Baltic salmon. The more pro-active part NGOs can play in this process the better, by presenting credible management options both to national policy makers as well as EC. EC has recognised that in the new management plan not only impacts of fisheries have to be taken into account but aslo other anthropogenic influence, making a cross-sectoral approach necessary.

