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2006-11-24

To:

The Ministers of Environment of the Baltic Sea Region countries

The Director of UNEP
The national ASCOBANS Co-ordinators
CCB concerns on the future for the ASCOBANS secretariat

On the fifth meeting of parties (MOP5) of ASCOBANS, parties and observers underscored the importance of ASCOBANS as a regional player in cetacean conservation and charted an ambitious course for the Agreement in the coming years. Thus, the first session of MOP 5 laid the groundwork for an increase in ASCOBANS activities. Numerous issues such as the implementation of the Jastarnia Plan, the further development of a conservation plan for harbour porpoises in the North Sea, the geographic extension of the Agreement expected to enter into force in 2007, the possible extension of the scope of ASCOBANS to cover all

 species of cetaceans in the Agreement area were discussed.

CCB welcomes this development but is concerned about the parallel discussion on closing down the ASCOBANS Secretariat in Bonn and merging it with the CMS office. CCB believes that not at last with such a ambitious work plan ASCOBANS will need a strong managing support by a competent staff in its secretariat. CCB fears that a merger will weaken ASCOBANS instead of strengthening its capacities to be able to implement the foreseen work plan. CCB believes that to do so there have to be permanent responsible and competent personnel caring about ASCOBANS and carrying out the duties.

Therefor CCB asks you to take any efforts to ensure that the capacities and competence of the staff supporting the ASCOBANS work will not be weakened.

With kind regards
On behalf of CCB
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Gunnar Noren

Executive secretary to CCB
Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB), Östra Ågatan 53, SE-753 22 Uppsala, Sweden Tel: +46 18 71 11 55 / +46 18 71 11 70 Fax: +46 18 71 11 75 
E-mail: secretariat@ccb.se  / gunnar.noren@ccb.se  www.ccb.se Org. number: 802015-1281 CCB is a member of The World Conservation Union (IUCN)


Coalition Clean Baltic is a network of environmental NGOs sponsored by:
( Danish Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Green Movement ( Finnish Association for Nature Conservation 

( Finnish Society for Nature & Environment ( Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland, BUND ( InfoBalt, Germany 

( Environmental Protection Club of Latvia, VAK ( Lithuanian Green Movement ( Lithuanian Fund for Nature ( Environment Information Centre, Vilnius, Lithuania 

( Polish Ecological Club, PKE ( Green Federation - GAJA, Szczecin, Poland ( Ecobaltic Foundation, Gdansk, Poland ( Ecological Library Foundation, Poznan, Poland 

( Friends of the Baltic, St Petersburg, Russia ( Ecodefense!, Kaliningrad, Russia ( Neva River Clearwater, St Petersburg, Russia ( Green World, St Petersburg, Russia 

( The Guide Environmental Group, Kaliningrad, Russia  ( Friends of the Earth, Sweden (Swedish Society for Nature Conservation ( WWF Sweden

( Swedish-Polish Association for Environmental Protection 

