CCB 14th Annual Conference

Baltic 03.

Lejastiezumi, Latvia 16-18 May 2003

”Coastal Management and Spatial Planning – Conflicts and Solutions”

It was quite chilly and raining when the Board Members of CCB arrived in Latvia on Thursday evening - one day before the other participants for the Conference would start to arrive.   Then on Friday the sun came through to welcome the rest of the participants and to stay to spread its sunshine over the Conference.  An organised bus took the participants to the beautiful recreational centre Lejastiezumi, which is situated in Renda Parish about 120 km from Riga to the West on the shore of the Lake Usma. On Friday evening there was an informal welcome gathering, where all participants were introduced to eachother and some warm introductory words were said by Valdur Lahtvee, CCB Chairman and Janis Matulis, VAK, followed by socializing and sauna bathing for all who wished to.

On Saturday morning the Conference was officially opened by Raimonds Vejonis, the Minister of Environment in Latvia, followed by  Ilze Kukute, the State Secretary of  the Ministry of Regional Development and Municipal Affairs in Latvia, Dainis Bergmanis, Chairman of the Renda Parish  and Valdur Lahtvee CCB Chairman.

After having opened the Conference, Wolfgang Günther from BUND, Germany gave a general introduction to the topic of the conference “Coastal Management and Spatial Planning – Conflicts and Solutions” , giving an overview over problems in the coast and activities that are made in order to solve the problems.

The Conference was divided in different sessions. First was the opening session which has already been mentioned. The second session was focussed on the role of the International organisations Enforcing Activities of sustainable coastal development.  Wolfgang Günther from BUND, Germany presented Helcom and EU Initiatives related to sustainable coastal development. Wolfgang also said some words about activities that are run by Baltic Agenda 21 connected to sustainable coastal development, as the planned speaker for presenting this, Valdis Bisters, Chairman of the Baltic Agenda 21 unfortunately had been prevented from coming. Gunnar Norén, CCB Executive Secretary, Sweden informed on activities that are run by CCB to enforce sustainable coastal development. 

The third session was dealing with the national activities that are made towards and against sustainable coastal development. Presentations were given from Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Russia presenting e.g. the situation on illegal buildings and national legislations in the different countries, the role of capacity building , public awareness raising and public participation in coastal planning and decision making and how biotope maps can be used for coastal management planning. 

The fourth session was divided into three different thematic groups. In the first group presentations and discussions were held on the issue of illegal constructions in coastal zones - problems and solutions. The second group was dealing with spatial planning and sustainable coastal management. The theme for the third group was Harmful installations - Threat to sustainable coastal development. The different thematic groups also discussed the draft declaration  on Sustainable Coastal Development, which was then approved and adopted at the end of the conference. After the Conference all the participants were invited to enjoy a  tasty buffet and a nice social gathering with live music.  

On Sunday morning there were a working group session for the CCB Priority Activities ( Sustainable Wastewater, Sustainable Fisheries, River Watch, LA21 and Spatial planning). After the Working group session the rented bus took the participants to Upmali biological farm for a meeting with some ecological farmers and to have a healthy lunch prepared by the organic products from the farm. Then on the way back to Riga there was a stop at the Kemeri National Park and the district of illegal buildings in the Lapmeziems coastal dunes so that everyone could see in reality an example of what has been discussed during the Conference day. 

86 people participated in the Conference and as always at the CCB Meetings it was very inspiring to meet the fellow colleagues from all the other countries bordering the Baltic Sea that are all working hard for the overall goal to improve the environment in their countries and in the Baltic Sea region. Many interesting discussions and presentations were held.

Dace Dravniece, CCB Latvia who was the key organizer in Latvia did a great job together with her fellow colleagues from VAK like e.g. Janis Matulis, Girts Strazdins and Eriks Leitis from the Ministry of Environment and many others to make this year CCB Baltic Conference to a very interesting, fruitful, useful and pleasant conference.  Thanks!

Eva Frössling

CCB International Coordinator
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Baltic 03  - with the focus on the coast

86 people participated in the very well organised CCB Baltic 03 Conference in Lejastiezumi, Latvia, 16-18 May 2003. The theme of the Conference was: "Coastal Management and Spatial Planning - Conflicts and Solutions". Many interesting speaches and discussions were held. 
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