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OTECTION OF THE TIC SEA ENVIRONMEN





To the European Parlament





2004 03 20

To the Government of Lithuania




Nemunaitis

To the Government of Belarussia
To the Government of Poland
To the Governor of Kaliningrad district of the Russian Federation

Concerning the threat of hydro power plants to the environment and the international cooperation in protection of environment and development of alternative energy sources.

The international conference “Waterpower plants building plans in Lithuania and Belarussia. Possible impact to the environment” has been organized by Lithuanian Green Movement and Coalition Clean Baltic. The participants from Lithuanian, Belarussian, Russian (district of Kaliningrad) and Swedish NGO-s, representatives from  Lithuanian environmental protection and scientific institutions have discussed the hydro power plant building plans in Lithuania, Belorussia and Russia. Eventually this final appeal has been admited.

The Appeal

We, the representatives of Lithuanian, Belorussian, Russian and Swedish NGO-s, representatives of Lithuanian environmental and scientific organizations have discussed the plans for hydro power plant building in the basin of the Nemunas river. We present our deep concern on the threat to Nemunas  and its tributaries and make this appeal to the Lithuanian, Belarussian, Russian and Polish governments,  and the governmental institutions of the European Union.  

We would like you to pay your attention to:

· The river Nemunas is one of the most important rivers floating its water from Belorus, Lithuania, Poland and Russia to the Baltic Sea. Furthermore, it is one of the most important international ecological corridors and integral historical parts of these countries.  It is also an object of culture heritage.

· The plans of cascading the Nemunas River (5 hydro power plants in Lithuania and 2 in Belarussia), made in the time when Stalin was  the head of the state (1951),  are renewed now. The plans to construct and build 3 hydro power plants on the river Nemunas and 170 hydro power plants on the primary and secondary tributaries of the Nemunas are prepared and submitted to governmental institutions of Lithuania. The environment impact assesment is being proceeded for the hydro power plant near town Alytus in the southern part of Lithuania. The plans for building 2 hydro power plants are discussed intensively. Drafting of the blueprint of one of these stations is in the final stadium. There are plans to build a hydro power plant on the river Sesupe in Kaliningrad also.

· In spite of the fact that the Nemunas basin mainly belongs to Belorussia and Lithuania and these countries should carry the responsibility for the destiny of the river, any harmful impact would affect all the countries around the Baltic Sea. A hydro power plant was built near Kaunas and it has blocked the way for migrating fish. In spite of this the migrating fish species are still able to get to their spawning places in the tributaries downstream Kaunas. If the planned 170 hydro power plants will be built, irreversible harm will be caused to the migrating species.

· The damaging effect to migrating fish species is just one example of the potential damage that hydro power plants would cause in flatlands. Large forest, (semi-)natural meadow and arable land areas will be also flooded. Irreversible damage will be made to the natural landscape of the flood-plain. Unique habitats and objects of cultural heritage, testifying the history of  cultural development,  having been established during several millennia, will be destroyed. The hydrological regime will be altered within tens of kilometers from the large dams. Therefore unpredictable changes of biodiversity will take place in the surrounding environment, the area of wich will probably be much larger than the area purely dammed up and flooded. Downstream the dam, the yield of water will decrease and it will be difficult to keep even the sanitary yield of water at the necessary level. The dams will have harmful impact to the conditions of important protected areas in the lower reaches of  the river. The Nemunas river is still capable of being one of the most important migration corridors of the European network “Natura 2000”. In case of dam construction many problems will appear concerning the eviction of the people dwelling adjacent to the lower reaches and exterminating their traditional way of life.

· The people and the organizations who are interested in making some profit  demolishing environmental values and promoting hydro power plant building speculate on the EU directives about the need to expand renewable energy production. But they simultaneously tend to break the EU Habitat and Bird Directives and several international conventions concerning the protection of biodiversity, natural landscapes and cultural heritage objects. Attention must be paid to the fact that even if we cascade every river, rich in waters, the share of hydro power energy in the total amount of energy consumption would be less than one percent and it would make up only a few percents in the total balance of produced electricity. 

The proposals:

· To enforce the international cooperation between Lithuania and Belorussia in the protection of the commonly administered water basin, concerning not only the contamination problems, but the potential unweighed impact of hydro power plants.

· To start more tight cooperation concerning the use of renewable energy sources with ermarkably lower impact to the environment (wind, biomass, co-generation)

· To prepare an enactment, that would prohibit the construction of new hydro power plants and the renovation of old ruined dams, based on the extraordinarily low economic effectivness of the flatland area.

· To pay much more attention to the supervision of fish migration routes and to build fish-ladders to the existing dams; to warrant their proper functioning and to secure their supervision and protection. To secure the pursuance of the environmental requirements and monitoring during the exploitation period.

We are appealing for:

· The objective support by the EU states wich have high-level wind energy and bio-fuel energy production to the countries of the Nemunas basin because of the missing experience in these countries concerning exploitation of the mentioned energy resources. It would be beneficial for protection of the Nemunas from its potential damage.

· The efforts of the EU to find the means to support financially wind and bio-fuel energy production and installation of fish ladders to the existing dams.

· The support of European and international environmental NGO-s to our efforts to stop the plans of total damage of the river Nemunas.

We also appeal to the Lithuanian, Belorussian and Russian environmental, scientific and social NGO-s to support us by signing this document and helping us rescue the river Nemunas.

PAGE  
2

Coalition Clean Baltic, CCB Östra Ågatan 53, SE- 753 22 Uppsala, Sweden Tel: +46 18 71 11 55/+46 18 71 11 70  Fax: +46 18 71 11 75 
E-mail: secretariat@ccb.se/ gunnar.noren@ccb.se www.ccb.se Org. number: 802015-1281. CCB is a member of The World Conservation Union (IUCN)


Coalition Clean Baltic is a network of environmental NGOs sponsored by:
( Danish Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Society for Nature Conservation ( Estonian Green Movement ( Tallin Society for Nature Conservation
( Finnish Association for Nature Conservation ( Finnish Society for Nature & Environment ( Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland, BUND 
( InfoBalt, Germany ( Environmental Protection Club of Latvia, VAK ( Latvian Society for Nature Conservation ( Lithuanian Green Movement 

( Lithuanian Fund for Nature ( Environment Information Centre, Vilnius, Lithuania ( Polish Ecological Club, PKE ( Green Federation - GAJA, Szczecin, Poland 

( Ecobaltic Foundation, Gdansk, Poland ( Ecological Library Foundation, Poznan, Poland ( Klub Gaja, Bielsko-Biala, Poland 
( Children of the Baltic, St Petersburg, Russia ( Ecodefense, Kaliningrad, Russia ( Neva River Clearwater, St Petersburg, Russia ( Green World, St Petersburg, Russia ( The Guide Environmental Group, Kaliningrad, Russia  ( Friends of the Earth, Sweden (Swedish Society for Nature Conservation 

( Swedish-Polish Association for Environmental Protection ( WWF Sweden

