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Fiskesekretariatet

Svartviksslingan 28

167 39 Stockholm

28 November 2006

To: 
Mr Evangelos BASSIAKOS


Minister of Rural Development and Foods



2 Acharnon Str


GR 10176 ATHENS

Dear Minister
We are writing to you in order to make a case for swift dealing with the proposed management plan for European eel (COM(2005)472). As you probably know, the European eel stock is in a terrible state. The population has declined drastically since the late 1970s, and today glass eel recruitment is lower than ever. Since 2000, the stock of glass eel has fallen below 5 per cent of the historical level and there are no signs of recovery. This situation is unsustainable and all stakeholders know that something needs to be done.

Scientists have asked for immediate and strong actions for almost a decade, and a protection and recovery plan has been advised by the ICES since 1998, but no management measures have been put in place in the past decades. We are deeply concerned that time is running out for the European eel.
The European Commission released its proposal in October 2005. Shortly after its release there were some discussions in the Fisheries Council, and in the Spring of 2006 the proposal was accepted by the European Parliament with only minor amendments (PECH_PR(2006)367957). Since then, however, progress seems to have grinded to a halt. We urge you to resume the work in order to reach an agreement during the German Presidency in the first half of 2007.

The current proposal would, if adopted as a Regulation, have to be applied in all Member States immediately. Suggestions have been made that a Directive rather than a Regulation should form the basis for management of the European eel. A Directive would have a common objective but will require that each Member State incorporates this into its own legislation before can be implemented, and would therefore further delay the much needed management measures. Since we have no more time to loose, approaching EU management of eel through a Directive would potentially be devastating.   

Finally, we would like to highlight some important facts and considerations:

· Since the European eel is found over the whole continent, occurring in about 30 countries, only an international management plan will be successful.

· The oceanic phase of the European eel is not yet understood, adding further insecurities to an already severe situation.

· In some Member States, the European eel is red-listed and classified as critically endangered. 

· The mortality rate is high in all eel life stages, primarily due to fishing pressure, different obstructions in waterways, such as hydropower stations and pollution. 

· In 2005, as much as 90 per cent of the caught glass eel is estimated to have been exported to East Asia for cultivation there, and is therefore lost to the European eel population as well as the eel fishermen.
· The European eel fishery, often considered small-scale and of no substantial financial interest, is in fact one of the most wide-spread fisheries in Europe and one of the highest employing (Dekker, 2006).

· Measures need to be taken immediately on local, regional, national and international levels, otherwise the eel stock is unlikely to remain a significant exploitable resource in 2010. 

If the EU Member States do not take action swiftly and strongly, eel fishing might become a quaint memory of local traditions for future generations. The European eel as well as the EU fishermen that depend on it deserve better. 

Best regards, 

Marie Åkesson




The Fisheries Secretariat



Euan Dunn


Birdlife International
Gunnar Norén


Coalition Clean Baltic
Béatrice Gorez


Coalition for Fair Fisheries Arrangements 
Taavi Nuum


Estonian Green Movement
Annette Spangenberg

Euronatur 
Marie Åkesson


The Fisheries Secretariat 

Saskia Richartz 


Greenpeace
Joaquim M. da Rocha Afonso
Instituto do Mar
Brian O'Riordan


International Collective in Support of Fishworkers 

Christien Absil


Nordzee Foundation 

Piotr Gruszka


Polish Ecological Club
Monica Verbeek


Seas at Risk 
Klas Hjelm


The Swedish Society for Nature Conservation 
Inger Näslund


WWF Sweden







