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2004-09-10  CCB Press-release on Outcome of the IBSFC (International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission) meeting 6-10 September 2004 

IBSFC failed to agree on Eastern Baltic cod quota for 2005. 

Baltic Cod stock in 2005 – still at risk for the long-term survival. Now the Baltic cod stocks management for 2005 are in the hands of EU Ministers of Fisheries 

2/3 of all wild Baltic salmon river populations are threatened, but  fisheries still allow for extensive catches of threatened wild Baltic salmon, in mixed open-sea fisheries

Baltic Sea Region countries could not agree on cod management (cod quota) for the threatened Eastern cod stock in the Baltic Sea for 2005. Russia proposed a total cod quota of 70 000 tons for 2005, which could not be accepted by EU. 

We welcome the EC (European Community) attempt to protect the overfished Eastern cod stock. EU member states have different interests and views, and states like Denmark and Poland are aiming at a high exploitation rate of cod, regardless the ICES advice : “no fishing on Estern Cod stock”.  Now it will be up to the EU Ministers of Fisheries to decide on the EU cod management in the Baltic Sea, if any Cod quota for the Eastern cod stock, before the end of 2004.  

Baltic salmon is listed as a species in the EU Habitat Directive giving the EU-countries an obligation to adopt measures to ensure a “favourable conservation status” for wild Baltic salmon. In spite of such obligations, fishing for salmon from weak wild salmon river populations will continue. 

The biological advice has requested separate management of the Baltic cod stocks (Eastern + Western) for many years. Unfortunately the two Baltic sea cod stocks will still not be managed separately. No agreement between EU and Russia was made for a separate management of the Eastern (east of Bornholm) and the Western Baltic Cod stocks. 

Other means for recovery of the Baltic cod stock could also be considered. The European Commission and EU-countries could discuss and consider compensation to fishermen to guarantee a recovery of the natural resource of Baltic cod. Such compensation, to give a reasonable living for fishermen during the compensation period, would be in the level of 30-40 million Euro, to stop all fishing on the Eastern cod stock for one year. Different EU-financing sources may be used for such purposes. 
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(change in relation



to ICES advice)

	Cod, West of Bornholm
	< 23 400 tons
	24 700 tons
	+ 6 %

	Cod, East of Bornholm
	No fishing
	No agreement made
	

	Herring, south of Aaland Sea
	Appox. 176 000 tons
	176 000 tons
	 0 %

	Herring, Gulf of Riga
	<  35 300 tons
	38 000 tons
	+ 7 %

	Herring,north Baltic + Bothnian Sea and Bay
	<  63 500 tons
	64 000 tons
	 0 %

	Sprat
	< 614 000 tons
	550 000 tons
	 - 10 %

	Salmon, Gulf of Finland
	Only fishery on released salmon should be permitted 
	17 000 salmon *
	Unclear if ICES advice will be followed.

Comment: exploitation level was 13 000 salmon in 2003

	Salmon, Main Basin + Gulf of Bothnia
	Keep “current exploitation level”. Level for 2003 was 359 000 salmon
	460 000 salmon
	+ 28 %


*) The level of this TAC will be revisited in the light of new scientific advice and the development of fishing practices

For more information contact:

Mr Gunnar Noren, CCB International secretariat , phone +46-18-71 11 70, mobile +46-70-560 53 52

Mr Piotr Gruszka, Green Federation GAJA, Szczecin, Poland, mobile +48 601 77 4543

